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The coast cities, and especi-
ally Vancouver, are being
treated to a good deal of hum-
bug in regard to the coal situ-
ation by the Provincial govern-
ment. It s admitted by the

government and its supporters
both in the House and in the
party press that Vancouver is
I & very serious situation be-
cause of the inadequate coal
supply and because of the ex.
tortionate prices charged for
what is available.

Within forty miles by water
from the coal mines, the cili-
zens of Vancouver are come-
pelled to pay from seven to
nine dollars a ton for coal, and
in most cases they must pay
in advance and book their or-
ders weeks ahead. In hun-
dreds of cases actual suffering
has been caused for wanl of
fuel and much illness has been
occasioned because coal could
not be obtained. Today there
15 not a dealer in the city who
will agree Lo deliver coal under
Lhree weeks, others wanl seven
weeks, and one concern re-
fuses Lo take orders at all.
We cannot believe this situa-
tion has the approval of the
dealers themselves, who, nal-
urally, want to sell all the coal
they can, that being their busi-
ness, Coal from Princeton 1s
now selling for $8.50 a ton,
being hauled over the Great
Northern via Spokane,

When the Liberal govern-
ment was in power al Ottawa
large heroies were imdulged In
by the Provincial government,
which asked for a commission
to investigale the coal situa-
tion. The Dominion govern-
ment quite properly answered
that the quesiton was a local
one and should be deall with
by the Provincial authorities.

Sir Richard MeBride's last
grandstand play was to lele-
graph Sir Thomas Shaughnessy
asking for a reduction on the
rates from Nicola. As Lhe
rale 15 $1.80, it can be seen
that no cut which the company
could make in the rate would
have any appreciable eflect
upon the prices charged here.
If coal hauled forty miles by
waler commands $7 Lo 89, any
cut that could be made iir the
Nicola rate would have very
little effect upon local prices,
Were the Hope Mountain Rail-
way now in operation a cheaper
route than the presenl one
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from Nicola would be provided,
and in addition to that advan-
tage Lhere would be the com-
petition of (wo other sources
of supply, the mines at Prince-
ton and at Coalmont. This
was one of the chief arguments
advanced by the Liberals for
the Hope Mountain route in
1909 when, it will be remem-
bered, Premier MeBride had
nothing to say for it but heap
upon it contumely and abuse
of those who advocated it.

The fact of the matter is
that the Provincial government
is almost wholly responsible
for the present coal situation
in Vancouver. The strike
the i1sland mines has been

caused by the appointment by
Sir RKichard McBride, in his
capacily as minister of mines,
of mmecompetent mine oflicials,
under whose administiation
the men refuse to work. The
miners have asked for an in-
vestigation and although Sir
Richard, during the last elec-
Lion campaign, promised that
the miners should always be
given a fair hearing when they

11l

had a grievance, he has not vet
seen fit to wmplement that
promise,. Instead of doing so,

he has exasperated them by
appomting a ecommission which
has been sent away into the in-
terior, wherg its services are
not nearly so badly required as
they are on the island. If the
demand of the men were ac-
ceded to and the facls ascer-
tained by a competent and im-
partial investigation, it is not
unlikely that the strike would
be easily and quickly termin-

ated.

We assert that this is a
question which i1s wholly up to
the government (o grapple
with. The McBride govern-
ment has not only headed off
any investigation, but it has
consented to a capitalization
nearly double the price paid
for the mines by the present
owners. That in itself means
the maintenance of the high
cost of producing coal. The
watering of the coal company’s
capitalization to the extent of
$10,000,000 should never have
been permitted. Coal 18 as
much a public utility as a rail-
way or a bank and should be
subject to regulations in the
publie interest just as those
institutions are.

The situation has got Lo a
point, and the public has be-
come s0 exasperated, that pa-

Contract rates

Monday, Feb. 3, 1913.
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hausted The government
might very properiy consider
the opening of new mines to
be worked in competition with
the present ones, The result
should be a very substantial
reduction n the cost o the

and ample suppl
consumer should be

a siable
| The

of the government and

the interest on the exorbitamnt

capitalization of the mines
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The annual report of

Minister of Mines for British

Columbia shows a bad stale ol

affairs In regard to the re. |
sults of the examination foi
coal mine oflicials. The re.
port remarks: "“The number;
| of faitlures at this examination
was both unprecedented and

unaceountable.” This condl-

tion of affairs 18 a serious re.
flection on the admimstration
of the Provincial Burecau of
Mines. It proves the neces.
ity of action by the Bureau
to establish schools of mines

in the mining centres, a poliey
that has been consistently ad.
vocated by the Nelson Board
of Trade, the Mining and En.-
gineering Record, and
sentatives of the mining in-
terests.—Mining and Engin.
eering Record.

GOOD FRIDAY COMES
EARLY THIS YEAR

Another Century Will Pass Be-
fore the Festival Will Fall
on the Same Date.

—

All mathema-

ticians and chronologists of the

sober, upright

George Washington wvariely are

agreed that Easter Day bonnels

should bloom earlier
than for 57 years, ovVer
century, or since 1856,

The earliest possible date of
Easter Day, according to the rules
laid down for the construction of
the calendar. i1s March but
that has not happened since 1818,

This vear Easter Day will be
March 23. the date on which il
fell in 1845 and 1856, Tables of
computations by mathematicians
have as vel not been carried far
enough to show just how long i
will be before Easter again falls
on so early a date, but that it
will not oceur until some Lime
after the year 2000 chronologists
are agreed.

The rules for making definite
the day of Easter Day, upon
which depends the rest of the
moveable feasts, i1s that it shall
fall on the Sunday after the full
moon following the spring equi-
nox. The equinox for the spring
of 1913 falls on Mareh 21, which
is Friday, and there being a full
moon on Saturday, Mareh 22, it
brings Haster on the following
day, Sunday, March 23.

this vear
half a

&) s)
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A three storgy conerete build-
ing is to be erected at Ketchikan
for the Tongrass Trading
This makes the third conerete
building in the Alaskan town.

(.0,

the
first to be considered, for it is
he who l”"”'lll‘f‘ﬁ the revenues
payvs

repre- |

consumer and an assurance of
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First of the Commonwealth
k Fleet Laft Devonport
Today.
London, Jan., 29 The second

class pi otected cruaiser MP”MIHFIH'.
the first completed ship of the
\ustralian naval programme, lefl
Devonport today for Australia.

TAUSTRALIS CRUSER | LUNBER SHPMENTS
HAS SAILED FOR HOME

FROM FRASER RIVER

Pnoﬁ Year Expected to Break

All Reobrde——Australia Is
the Chief Market.

-

New \\'nmm-ﬂl--r. reb. 3.—Ex.
ports of British Columbia lum.
her from the Fraser River during
{013 will break all records.
estimates place

L,on.

soervative the

| She is of the improved Weymouth | shipments to be made during the

a I

Lthe |

|

+ \laska,

15,400 tons, has
of eight six.
speed of 25
ships, the
are under

lype, displaces
armament
and a
'r“u
and Brisbane,
construction,

L0
mnmch guns
KNots Sisteg

Sydney

I'he baltle ecruiser Australia,
now buitlding for the Common-
iwealth. 1s nearing t‘lllll[lll'llllll.

She has a displacement of 18,800
lons, a main armament of eight
iwelvesineh guns and a hpvml of

8 knots. A sister ship to her 1s
the battle eruiser New Zealand.
presented by that dominion to

the admiralty, and this warship

wi'l be

private visit from His Majesly,
who will unveil the carved Do-
minion of New Zealand coat-of-
armas,
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THEY USED HERRING
FOR THEIR FUEL
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C. O, Julien is in receipt of bad
news regarding a shipment of

salt herring shipped to the O~ The up-to-date MHouse Decora-

ient on the steamer Fitz Clar-
ence. It appears that when the
was within a couple of
hundred miles or so of the Jap-
anese she encountered
such gales that she was
driven back almost all the way to
and in the struggle to
hold her own against the winds
and eventually make her way to
Yokohama she was compelled to
tear out and burn every parti-
tion and other wooden fixture on
hoard, following it up with thou-
sands of sacks of flour, and wind
up with 700 tons of salt herring
Mr. Julian's company, Oriental
Import & Export Co., had on
board. The insurance company
of course paid for the burned
cargo, but on the basis of mar-
ket price on this side of the Pa-

vessel

coast,

severe

¢ific, and not the Oriental side.
This incident, coupled with the
inability to gel cargo space on
{rans-Pacific steamers will put

the company s
this

Jquite
herring

a erimp 1n

business Season.—

Ketehikan Miner,
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Mr. J. M. Claney,
the local branch of the Bank of
Montreal, will leave on Friday
next on the Prinee Rupert on an
extended trip in eonnection with
banking business, going as far
east as Winnipeg. During his
absence Mr. H. B. Cambie will as-
sume the position of atil!ng man-
ager.,

manager of

——
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Find it through a 'Dail}* News
“"Want Ad.”

Forty years Iin wuse, twepty
years standard, prescribed and
recommended by physicians. For
Women's Ailments, Dr. Martel’'s

Female Pills, at your druggist.

MISSING!

Thousands of readers are missing our offer to send FREE our large

range of patterns of OUR FAMOUS SUITS or OVERCOATS
TO MEASURE (Carriage and Duty Paid) at $8.60 (valued by our

customers at $20).

Together with patterns we will also send a tape

measure, fashion plate, and full instructions how to measure vourself,
ALLFREE. You have only to read our book of testimonials and you
will be convinced that no other firm in the world can approach us for
value. Money returned if you are not satisfied.

Address for Patterns:

CURZON BROS., Clougher Syndiocate,

(Dept.

/» 449 Spadina Avenue, TORONTO, ONTARIO.

Please mention th:s Advertiscment.
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HBritish Columbia.
The Canadian Western Lumber
Company has already booked or.

ders for 12500000 feel to Aus.
tralia and 2.500.000 feel to Sonuth
Africa, and the sales manager for

that these quantities will
ulunhh-ll hefore the Year 1Is Ooult.
The Brunetie sawmills will ship
between 2,.000000 and 3,000,000
feet to Austral’'an points,

honored next week by al
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Scoop May Never Live to See His Shadow

Foreign prices for British Co.
lumbia lumber are exceptionally
good at present. and if it were
not for the strong home demand
the amount exported would
largely increased,

he

Silversides Bros.

.Sign Writing..

Paper-Hanging

Our Spesiaities

“We always dellver the goods.”
2nd Street

Your Success-Meter

Regard your B.N.A. Savings
Bank Book as a sort of meter
which records plainly your
progress toward prosperity.

There are hundreds of these

Bank of British
North America

success-meters in the homes
around you. Isthere one in
your home? If not we will

gladly provide one.

Capital and Reserve Over $7,500,000

Prince Rupert Branch,
F. S. LONG, Manager. |

Georgetown
Sawmill Co. Lid.

A large stock of dry finish-
ing lumber on hand. Boat
lumber a specialty. Delivery
made at short notice.

Our prices are as low as any.
Call on us before ordering.

OFFICE:

EMPRESS THEATRE BLDG.
Cor. 6th St. and 2nd Ave.

next twelve months (o Austiralia
and South Africea at 30,000,000
foot This will make the Fraser!

River the premier lumber port of |

the big Fraser River mills expects |

Phone 1566 Green |

|

+

5.35. PRINCE RUPERT

leaves for Vancouver, Victoria
and Seattle

FRIDAYS, 9 A M.

(GRAND
TRUN

SyYSTEM

|
|
|

!

vor Port Umpson, ﬂl"lﬂb" 'l)’. Stewart, Naas 11 & . Jan At
Sth, 19ith, March 6th .1901h
For Masset and Naden Harbor, 12 p. m., Jan. 10th, 94th
March 7th, 21

Por Skidesate, Aliford Bay and other Queen Charlotte Island DOMS ¢
Jan. 12th, 26th, Feb. 9, 23rd, March 9th. 21:4 > B
Q. 7. F. RAILWAY PASSENGER sERVIOE

No. 2 leaves Prince Rupert 10 a. m. Wednesday and

81U rda
Grand Trunk Railway System
(The Deuble Track Route)
Nine month excursion rates in effect. Cholce of routes w Chicaro ¢ —
with the excursions and fast trains of the Orand Trunk Rallway ~ch,

Ageney fer all Atiantie Bteamehip Lines. For all Infermation "pply
A. E. MoMASTER, ieneral Agent. Cent

| B.C. COAST STEAMSHIP SERVIC

Cor. Praser and bth -
'RUPERT'S PALACE OF COMPORY

Choice W nes and M

§. 8. PRINCESS MAY
Southbound-—Saturday, Feb. 1, 8 p. m.

8. 5. PRINCESS BEATRICE
Southbound-—8Sunday, Feb. 2, 8 p. m. |
i

1

THE IROQUOJS
POOL

English and American Billiard

J. G. McNAB, General Agent

'T'Ih’! Tables SECOND Av
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ONION S.S. CONPANY OF 8.C. ¢ —
- Empress Bowling Alleys |

AND POOL ROOM |

The Twin Screw Steamer |

‘il § ALLEYS 12 TADLDY |
“ ,’ Best Fitted and Most Luxurious o

the Coast
“venture e .

! i
}

| Arrives from Vancouver Every |t

| MONDAY WIGHT |

LINDSAY'S 45
Salls for Port Simpson, Naas River F'mltm-t STORAGE

and Granby Bay Tuesdays, 8 a. m. | G. T. P. Transfer Agents

Orders promptly Slled Prices reasonabie
OFFICE - H. B. Rochester, Centre 5t Phome b

| Salls for Vancouver |
| WEDNESDAYS, 2 P. M.

: Rogers Stemshlp Agency

Phone 116 |
New Wellington Ceal.  Best on the

| Coast
Phore 116 Rogers & Blad
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COAL

| PRINGE RUPERT INN

AND

| ANNEX

“‘Valhalla’ of S.H. & EF.]

BCANDINANIAN BoCIETY

 Meets every 2nd and 4th Tuesday o}
| p.m. in the hall at 319 3rd Ave
|

D. C. STUART
Accountant

———— —

308 2nd Ave. Phone 20
'Auditor for the OCity of Prince R
PRINCE RUPERT, B. C

Owned and operated by the
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway on
the American and European plan.
Excellently furnished, with §|
steam heat, electric light, and all Alex. .
modern conveniences, being abso- |
lutely first-class in every respect.

SRR e ————

Manson, B. A
W. E Willlams, 8. A, L LS

WILLIAMS & MANSON

Barristers, Solicitors, Etc

Box 288
Meigerson Block Prince Rupert, B &

The appointments and service
are equal to any hotel on the
coast.
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P. 0. BOX 28 PRINCE RUPEN

JOHN E. DAVEY
TEACHER OF SINGING
PUPIL OF WHN. POXON, BSG. . AL AN LoN., BN

G. A. Sweet, Manager . M

Rates: $1 to $3.50 per day.

HAYNER BROS.

UNDERTAKERS anp EMBALMERS
'w l.)lrlt‘luri

Srd Ave. near Sth St Phone No. ®

SMITH & MALLETT

THIRD AVE.

Plumbing, Heating, Steamfitting and

Sheet Metal Work

Srd Ave.
174

E. L. FISHER

Funeral Director and Embaime
CHARGES REASONABLE

Works
MAummmmﬂ

2nd St., cor. 2nd Ave. Phont 386
OPEN DAY AND NIOHT

TRY A NEWS WANT AD
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