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Are you color-blind? Short- or long-
sighted ? Slightly deaf ? You
may be, without knowing it, if you
have never been tested.

These physical deficiencies, in
some walks of life, are of little im-
portance. But in railroading certain
responsible positions require perfect
vigion, color-sense and hearing.

The examination of aspirants to
positions as engineers, firemen, con-
ductors, trainmen, watchmen and
others direetly concerned with the
safety of trains, and the periodical
re-examination of successful candi-
dates, in these vital matters is the
business of the railroads. In the
Canadian Pacific, which provides an
outstanding example of the care
with wlich they are conducted, there
is a special department charged with
this work. It is called the Time
Service and Vision, Color-Sense and
Hearing Department. There is a
Chief Examiner for Eastern lines
and one for Western lines, each witi
& separate office.

All applicants for the positions al-
ready referred to, which demand a
high standard in vision, color-sense
and hearing, are required to pass an
applicant examination and, if suc-
cessful, must pass a further exam-
ination at least every 1wo vyears
thereafter, and in some instances
more frequently, according to the
diminution of their vision or hearing.
They are also re-examined after any
accident in which they are either
directly or indirectly involved and
which may have been caused by de-
fective sight, hearing or color-sense,
In addition, following any serious
injury or illness or severe inflamma-
tion of either the eyes or eyelids,
they are again re-examined and, not
content with this, the regulations of
the Canadian Pacific require them to
face the examiner whenever they are
slated for promotion.

Caution and regard for the public
safety could hardly go further than
this !

The tests employed are exhaustiv~
and are so arranged as 10 approxi-
mate as closely as possible to actual
conditions likely to be met with in
their 'work by those examined. Ap-
plicants for positions as engineers,
firemen, conductors, brakemen and
others similarly employed are re-
quired to pass the near and far vis-
jon tests without glasses. If, at one
| of the periodical re-examinations,
| employees in these positions are
i found to be in need of glasses, they
|

work. All glasses must be approv-
ed by the company and every em-|
ployee using them is obliged to carry
a second pair for emergencies.

The vision test, which is held in-
doors, involves the reading of Snel-
lens test types, including letters of
varying sizes, at a distance of
twenty feet or less, and the reading
of an American Railway Association
standard reading card for testing
near vision.

Applicants and employees examin-
ed for bhearing must have normal
learing in each ear. They are
obliged 1o repeat correctly train or-
ders given in a normal voice at a
distance of twenty feet How im-
portant this is will readily be recog-
nized by those who recollect the
difficulties of making out conversa-
tion through the noise of a locomo-
tive with steam up or through the
clamour of wind or rain. A mistake
in a few all-important syllables un-
der these conditions may easily be
made unless one has perfect hear-
ing.

Most interesting of the examina-
tions is that for color-sense. The
men are asked to identify colors
displayed by a Williams lantern anc
to pass a Holmgren or Thompson
color-selection test. The latter test
is held in broad daylight. A large
number of skeinsg of wool of vary-
ing colors, called confusion colors
because they are specially selected
with a view to confusing the color-
blind, are placed before the exam-
inee, The examiner tells him to
pick out all the wools which hawve
red, green or some other color in
them or perhaps to match them for
shades. The man obeys and in a
‘'moment reveals his weakness, if he
has any. {

In the Williams lanutsrn test the
applicant is taken into a dark rcom.
At one end of this room, twenty feet
away, is the apparatus, consisting of
an electric lantern on tbhe frcnt of
which is a revolving disc containing
a number of segments of glass, each
in a varying shade of red, green,
vellow, purple or blue, as well as
white, all colors employed by the
railways in their signals. The ex-
aminer switches on the light and
turns the dise, requiring the man to
name the colors displayed as the
segments pass before the lens. In
turn, small red, green, yellow, pur-
ple, blue or white circles of light, in
varying shades, singly or in com-
binations of two or three, become
visible. “What are they?” asks the
examiner. “White—blue and red—
1light green and dark green,” says
the applicant, and so on, naming the
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Wit < colors as he sees them.

These wool and lantern tests re-
veal to an astonishing extent the
prevalence of color-blindness. Fully
four per cent. of the applicants are
color-blind without knowing it and
will not believe it when the exam-
iner gently but firmly points out the
fact. As it is, of course, vital that
all men whose positions involve or
might involve the reading of «ignals
and all applicants for those positions
should have an accurate color-sense,
no color-blind person has the slight-
est chance of passing.

The number of men, applicants
and employees, examined on a sys-
tem sO0 enormous as the Canadian
Pacific is very great. Approximate-
Iy nine hundred appear before the
examiners every month on the East-
ern lines alone, and between 13,000
and 15,000 emplovees on the Eastern
lines come up for re-examination
every two years. The figures for
Western lines are approximately the
same.

It will readily.be understosd that
the entire syvtem would be disor-
ganized if these men, many travel-
ling long distances, had to report to
the offices of the Chief Examiners
for their tests. The Canadian Paci-
fic ther:fure retains two special
cars, one of the Western and one on
the Eastern lines, which are spe-
clally fitted as travelling-test rooms
and are continually on the move. It
takes these cars two vears to make
the round of the stations within their
jurisdiction, examining applicants
and the employees of the company.

So, year in and vear out, the Can-
adian Pacifie continues these exhans-
tive tests which have as their object
the maintenance of safety and effi-
ciency.
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LAND ACT.
‘Notice of Intention to Apply to Lease Land.
In Queen Charlotte Island Land Distriet,
Recording Digtrict of Prince Rupert, B.C,,
and situate near Tow Hill, Graham Island,
TAKF NOTICE that I, George W, Dows
ling, of 3682 Cambridge Street, Vancouver,
B.C., occupation manufacturer, intends to
““"i-ll'lil.\' for permission to lease the rollow-
. ing deseribed lands: Commencing at a
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Prince Rupert, B.C. |
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IN PROBATE. y
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BRITISM
COLUMBIA.
the 'Maln'r of the Administration Act;
and

In the Matter of the Estate of bhonald J.
MebDiarmid, Deceased: Intestate.

TAKE NOTICE  that by order of HIs
Honor F. MeB, Young, made ihis 3rd day
of July, AD, 1924, 1 was appointed Acting
mmlmmutn! of the estate of bonald John
MacDiarmid, deceased, and all parties hl\'
ing claims aumlnﬂl the sald estate are he
by required 1o furnish  same, proper v
verified, to me on or bhefore the Sth day
of August, A.D. 1924, and all parties In-
debted 1o the estate are required to pay
the amoiunt of thelr Indebtedness to me

forthwith,
WALTER GALE,

Central.

Mike M. Barch, E. Babieh, Joe
Corok, M. Levar, Emil Butko-
vich and Mike Pesa, Juneau; E,
Scates, Los Angeles; Ed, Swan-
son, E Matheison, F. Nelson, E,
Angdal and J. Mansfield, cily;
FKdward Chesley, Shames: 38, Rob-
ertson, Edmonton; Mr, and Mrs,
1. D, Zinkel, Martin Lake, B.C.:
Van Buskirk, C.N.R.; J. Henning,
Calgary.
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t. Regis
Cafe

Prince Rupert’'s Leading
Restaurant.

A Bakery Unsurpassed
Third Avenue.
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Saaled Tenders will be recelved by the |
Minister of Lands, at Vietoria, not later
than noon on the 315t day of July, 1024,
for the purchase of License Xa309, to cut
107,680 Nneal feet of Cedar Poles H'!"
"““Hf on Lot 1920, about five miles ae I‘u:ﬂ
Skeena River from Remo Station, Range o,
Coast Distrier,
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