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The most urgent requirement in
Canada’s Agricultural Products

ANADA produces every year large quantities of wheat, oats, barley,
butter, cheese, bacon, beef, eggs, apples, potatoes, grass seed and

clover seed that she cannot consume.

Her natural outlet for these pro-

ducts is, of course, Great Britain—the one great consuming country of

the world with an open market.

Unfortunately, nearly every other country with any surplus of food
products seems to want to send its surplus to this same market.

The keenness of the competition on this, our only market, and the
energy and resourcefulness of our competitors began to impress them-
selves upon the Department of Agriculture some time ago, but it is only
within very recent years that the real and only way to ‘rr; e with this

18

problem has been discovered, or at least put into effect.

Department

now believes, as do also most of the farmers of this country, that the
“grading” of our agricultural products is the policy and practice that is
seeing us through the struggle and will assure us of our rightful place on

the British market.

“Grading” means the classifying
of products, whether they be hogs, but-
ter, cheese, eggs or anything else, into
what might be called in a general way
“BEST", “GOCD”, “FAIR” and
“POOR" classes.

These exact words are not used in
describing the grades, but that is what
is meant. The purpose served in grad-
ing is threefold—

(1) Educational. When the pro-

ducer sees the relative quality of his
product he is spurred on to maintain
that quality if it is the “best” or to
improve the quality where necessary.

(2) Fair Play. When products are
not graded the inferior article for
various reasons often brings as much as
the superior article, and the credit and
advantage of putting the superior pro-
duct on the market is lost to the one
who really deserves it.

(3) Facilitating Trade. The
dealer learns to have confidence in the
article he is buying and buys more free-
ly, because it is guaranteed by grading,
and gradually everybody gets to know
what the “best” article really looks like
or tastes like. In short, grading brings
about standardization and ensures to
the producer the best price.

Canada now grades her cereals, grass
seeds, hay, potatoes, apples, eggs, but-
ter, cheese, wool and bacon hogs. The
results have been in every case bene-
ficial and in some cases quite markedly
so, even though the grading system has
been in effect in some cases for only
two or three years, thus:—

Cheese—Grading began April 1st,
1923. Canadian cheese the year before
had fallen into such disfavour on the
British market that New Zsaland cheese
was quite commonly preferred. Today
Canadian cheese commands cents per

pound higher than New Zealand.

18 shillings a long hundredweight helow
Danish, has gradually growa in the esti-
mation of the British wholesale buyer
until it is now quoted at only from 1 or
less to at most 5 or 6 shillings per long

hundredweight below the best Danish

This improvement in price is, of
course, due to quality and has come
about very
rowing down by a shilling or two a
month until now it is not at all a rare
occurrence to see best Canadian selling
on a par with the Danish article,

Eggs—Canada was the first coun

. try
to grade and standardize eggs. These
grades and standards apply not only to
export, interprovincial import ship-
ments, but also to domestic trading.

The basis is interior quality, clean-
ness and weight.

Standardizi Canadian eggs has
established ence between producer
and consumer and between exporter and
British importer, and has resulted in a
greatly-increased demand for the Cana-
dian egg both at home and abroad.

QOther products might be mentioned
where grading has worked to the great
advantage of the producer and to the
advancement of Canadian agriculture,

Aiready Great Britain recognizes our
store cattle, wheat, cheese, apples
and oats as the best she can buy.

It is for us to so improve our other
roducts, particularly our butter and

con, as to bring them also into this
list of “the best on the British market”
and consequently the highest priced.

Grading enabled us to do this for
cheese, at, eggs and apples. -

Grading is helping us to do it for
butter and bacon.

Quality Counts

Quality is thus the first objective for the
Canadian export trade, and, then steady, regular
supoly. 1tit along these lines the Department of
Agriculture is working by educational! methods,

SRR e

— e I
T T R e .
- L - -

§ "
2 -

and the result of this policy is seen in the growing

B‘mer Grading began same time ::clum;‘of Canada’s agricultural exports k at
sc ures .

as for cheese. The reputation of our but-
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