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CANADA'S THREE SCORE YEARS OF NATIONHOOD.

The production of foodstuffs must always remain Canala’s basic industry. This is ensured by her very immensity, the fertility of her soil, and the bounty of Nature which de-
crees the variations of frost and snow, sunshine and rain ne casary for the growth of fruit, grain and vegetables unrivalled the world over. In the item of wheat alone the vear of Con-
federation saw a crop of 10,023,873 bushels for the entire territory now known as the Dominion of Canada; iast year the total production of wheat was 406,269,000 bushels!

In the last 60 years the development of machinery has maae farm work much less laborious. In 1867 cutting of grain by machinery was comparatively new, and the machines
then in use were crude and unwieldy. In that vear a Canadian company produced the hand-rake reaper, shown in Mr. Jeffery's sketch, which was far superior to any manufactured be-
fore. On many a farm of that day the entire grain crop wa - cut by the old-fashioned cradle. An expert cradler, followed by a man with a wooden rake, who raked the windrows into
sheaves and bound them with a wisp of straw, could harvest from three to four acres a day. Nowadays a power-driven reaper-thresher which cuts a 15-foot swath and carries a crew
of two men, can cut and thresh forty acres in a day! The artist shows the old and new methods, together with another labor-saving device—a modern tractor.
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