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WARNING FROM RUSSIA

(Vietoria Times)
Soviet Russia today seems to be nearer to that long-
predicted smashup than at any time sincé Nicholai Lenin
was laid to rest in chilly grandeur in the Kremlin.

Every year has brought its scare story from Russia:
but this one, which tells of revolting peasants, hostile
neighbors and a restless army, seems to be based on
fact. Its chief details, for instance, are broadecast by the
special correspondent of a New York paper that has al-
ways been scrupulously fair to the Soviet regime. The
grand Communistic experiment is evidently approach-
Ing a crisis.

Probably “experiment” is not quite the word, at that.
It 1s the word we have been using for a decade, and the
Russian nation has surely lent itself to a great venture
Into an untried field; yet, on the whole, what has hap-
pened over there has been a great deal more than an ex-
periment. It has been, primarily, an object lesson, a colos-
sal, smoking warning, trailing across the eastern skv a
banner of blood and fire and smoke, by which all the rest
of us can profitably be guided.

Suppose, for the sake of argument, that the present
stories should be correct and that the Soviet state should
presently come down with a crash. Suppose that Stalin,

as some predict, should seize absolute power and make cut from the main drift in the
himself a kind of northern Napoleon, riding the Russian | silicified porphry zone

people with a spur as sharp as the czar’'s. What then?
Would it be in order for us to lean back and smile and sa
that we “knew all along” that this wild Communistic
struggle could not possibly stand for more than a few
years’

It would not. All along most of us have missed the
point of the Russian revolution. We have deplored its
wild excesses, shuddered at its bloodshed, piously shaken
our heads at its cruelties—and have been, all the while.

supremely blind to the real meaning of the whole bus- ',

1NEeSss.

The Russian revolution has been a demonstration that

ought to last the human race forever, of what repression|,

and autocracy inevitably bring in their ¢rain. The rulers
of that great country sowed the wind for centuries and as
always happens, they finally had to reap the whirlwind.
Many innocent people were killed and much money was
wasted, but it was inevitable. As Carlysle pointed out, if
people are deprived of their rights long enough they wili
eventually assert their mights—tragically and cruelly.

The Russian revolution was Russia’s by-product of 'the
World War. We are beginning to realize that to avoid a
repetition of the war we must steer a different course
from that which was charted up to 1914. We might let
the Russian revolution tell us that the race must discard
autocracy, repression and Bourbonism if it is to avoid an-
other Communistic experiment on a grand scale.
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HOST: “Well, little lady, did
SMALL VISITOR: “1 don't know.

VOou have o ;!Il{lti niuht'.'"
| was asleep all the time "

The Humorist, Landon.
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