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The Prime Minister had never
expected to laugh on that Tateful
day, but he did laugh. He lean-ﬂ
back in his chair and Yielded
himself up to unrestrained mirth
at this unexpecied appeal to his
sense of humor.

Mr. Marabels,” 'he pronounced,!
rising and shaking the ashes from;
his pipe, “you are at any rate|
consistent. You're clear-cut in all}
your views, and unencumbered, I|
should imagine, with a superfluity|
of sentiment. I wish you the same!'
success in matrimony as I ima-|
gine you will achieve politically.”;

[t was in its way a meeting of’
giants, that hastily summoned,
conference. At the opening of the|
proceedings there had been a|
certain amount of uncertainty.,
Macpherson should have taken the
chair. but declined it. |

“You go-ahead fellows have as-:
sumed command,” he said. “Abel
Deane or Frankland had Dbetter;
presiae
| Abel Deane was voted into the'¥

hair—a man of lank physique,|

nched features, the hollow eyes
of the visionary, a man with long|

| which he used continually
and to great effeet when making
cpeeches, and a voice amazing In|
its power and quality. He had,
been a schoolmaster and still pre-
served his habits of correct speech
and somewhat severe deportment.

There was nothing of the hall-|
fellow-well-met about him. His
views were violent enough but his
expression of them was always
cuarded, and mingled with it all
he had a redeeming leaven of|
common sense. He opened the,
meeting with a few noncommittal
words. The Government had '
SPrung an amaszing surprise u‘Jon
him. He, for his part, would llke!
to know how it appealed to their;
loreign visitors.

“Tt is their despairing effort,
their swan song,” Malakoff de-!
clared, stroking his beard and not- |
ing with disappointment that)
hicte was no sideboard in the
rooin. “They realize what our|
coming means, the writing upon,
the wall, the doom of the bour-;
2eolsie
“Nevertheless,” Abel Deane ob-
served drvly, “I think you will all|
admit that this 1s the most astute|
move which has been made. To be
brief, Marabels’ speech has made
the carrying-out of our original/
scheme, which you—most of you|

know all ‘about, almost Impos-|
Sible.” '

Hov impossible?” Bretskopf
manded gruffly. ’

‘Because the Government has|
cut away the ground from under,
our feetl,” Abel Deane pointed out.!
“They have admitted our great|
principle, They offer a readjust-
ment.” !

“There’s no reason why we;
should tinker about with all these|
blasted commissions,” Frankland |
declared angrily. “Why not let|
them know the truth at once? We
don't care about their cooperative
svetem.”’

Bretskopf glared. But it was]
periectly obvious that his side!
was in the minority. 1

“Very well, then,” Malakoff said |
shortly. “Agree to their commis-
cions, If you must, but there's one
condition which in common justice
you should make. We're supply-
ing the money bags over here.
One of us must be an honorary
member of each commission
They're not fools. They know what
we're over here for. They'll see the
justice of it.”

“I am not at all sure that the
are likely to agree.,” Deane feare Y

Malakoff tugged at his beard
with long, nervous fingers.

“It may be difficult,” he admit-
ted, “but it's got to be done, We're |
over here with five millions be—]
hind us, and more if it's necessary
pedgled to the alteration of the
whole constitution of your mdus-i
tries in favor of the working man. |
We've got to be recognized, and.
your Prime Minister can put that
In his pipe and smoke it.” |

|
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Abel Deane Inclined his head.
“I will include it in our condi- |
tions,” he conceded. “I may lt!“[
you that it is nearly the only one|
we shall make. I have not yet met)
member ol our own party, with1
the exception of Mr. Frankland!®
and a few who are absentees from |
nere this afternoon, who is ag-|
amst the Governmenl's proposal.
rFrankland is on his way up from
Wales but his is only one vote'
nd we shan't wait for him. I put
It to you in Lhis way, gentlemen
s there any on here against the|
Covernment's proposals?” |
NolL so long as we don't bind
ourseives,” one or two stipulated
Then the business of the meet-
ing 1s at an end,” Abel Deane de-|
clared. “I will see the Prime Min-
ister myself tonight with Mr.
Macpherson, and let him know)
your decision. I have still ha™ an
nour to spare.” he added. “Is there
any matter any one would like to
discuss?”
One or two hurried off, but the
majority remained. u
“IT 1 stay,” Malakoff Insisted.
“you'll have to find me a drink.”
Abel Deane rang the bell. .
“We don't allow drinks in the
commitiee room,” he explained,
“but the formai part of our
meeting 18 over now. We have a
few million critics behind wus, you
know, so we have to be careful”

Malakoff smied sourly.
Drinks were brought up and
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