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British Election

“HE “Festival of Britain” year suddenly has be-
[Llection year. Prime Minister
Attlee 18 appealing to the country on Oct. 29,

With o difficulties Britain has
faced during past few years, and with a seant
majority of from three to nine votes in the House
of Commons. few Prime Ministers of any countr)
would have had the temerity to carry on the govern-
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Whatever may be one’s political opinion, none

can fail to pay tribute to the steadfastness, courage
and inteerity of Mr. Attlee as Prime Minister ol
Great Britain during a most hectie period in her long
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nistory.

The Conservative party, led by that great war-
time leader, lii;.:ill Hon. Winston ('hm'(‘hill. will be
he Labour Government, Not-
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hiiil.‘i.um:ui; defeat at the lon
lowed the victory in which he played so large a part,
the magic of his name still has tremendous appeal
to the voters,

But problems in peace time, and in days of a
cold war threatening to become another world war,
are different to those when Churchill was heading a

ere has been much publieity about
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nation at war. In
the strength of the 1
strength lies in the protest vote rather than in the
.~ keener austerity

‘ory party. It is our opinion such

party. Continuing food shortages
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than in war, reduction rather than increase o1 LN

family rations and inflation have undoubtedly made
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people become antagonistic to the government 01 Lhe
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On the
by the Labour government, have eased many bur-
dens .upon the masses. Whether the remembrance
of those benefits will counteract the protest against
the existing burdens will be only known after the

other hand. welfare measures instituted

election,
Hun nature is such that benefits conferred
are quickly forgotten. We live in the present. Only
- our current problems are considered. People usually
vote against a government which has not solved our
| we feel at the moment.
vote for t1:_lli."'~{_' W\ ‘I"‘.n 1'!'1:1]11 Out I‘Ht_* l}l'llll'iiﬁ.*
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Within the Labour party there is the shadow ol
Aneurin Bevan
wants a more vigorous Socialism and less re-arma-
1as been imposed upon the
tes, a country whose policies
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Jevan hovering over 1ts destiny.
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The Liberal party, whose leaders gre Mr. Davies
and Lord Beveridge, famous for his monumental re-
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security, has ceased to be a major
factor in elections since it committed suicide by eon-
tinuing the Liberal-Conservative coalition after the

first

1:411‘! On
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Nevertheless, it polled 25 per cent as many votes
as did the Labour party, yet by the out-dated voting
system got only nine members in the House, Should
the ;1]&*1 native vote become luu‘ fﬂ Bl'it‘dil‘l, the Lib-
eral pariy could become a runlemlel' for Uffit:t‘. It 1§
unlikely however, either the Tories or Labourites
will bring In such an aet,

No matter which partv wins, the government of
Great Britain continues to face serious and perplex-
ing problems,

Inflation ; rising costs of living, of materials and
consequently of export prices that will meet the com-
petition of Japan and Germany in the near future;
rations and austerity; wage increases; loss of oil and
its huge investment in Iran; loss of gold and dollars
and the finanecial difficulties of buying raw materials
and food from the dollar area: the vultures all
around the world who are picking at Britain in her
extremities: all these and more will confront any
government with problems that will test the wisdom
and sagacity of her statesmen,

Jut after the election is over, we know the
3ritish people will continue in steadfastness, in quie!
determination and in a grumbling sort of cheerful-
ness, no matter what further sacrifices they are
called upon to make, to meet their difficulties and
overcome them,

Britain, perhaps in false pride, declined further
Marshall aid last year. The spirit of the younger
Pitt still lives who said when Prime Minister in
similar dark and sombre days of trial,

“Britain will save herself by her own exertions,
“And Europe by her example.”
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MacArthur Menace

WHILE THE attention of
the world was focussed

the San Franeisco
peace-signing ceremony,
General MacArthur made
an ominous speech In
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[ don't like to talk with people
who always agee with me, It iIs
amusing o coguette with an
echo for a little while but one
it ——Carlyle

soon tires of 1}

While there may be another
somewhere, we do know ol a
seven ineh carsot with cireum-
ference of about ten ineh:s
erown in Prinze Rupert. 1t
irom ithe Ninth Avenue garden
of a pionzer citizen whose unai-
terable modesty cannotl permit
publication .~ of identily The
ground is just muskeg, afles hav-
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THERE SEEMS to be

antic ncience

L ]
fwo broad

trends in American life today
These e nHOt anpsolutely distinet,
for thev slon over and inter-
mingle at the edges. But they
ire movin towards diiferent
cgestinations

Both currents are determined

block Russian expansionism.”
But it seems to me that the one
current, typified by Marshall,
Fisonhower, Acheson, is sincere
when it declares that the above
= 1ts whole aim-—and that it is
willing to negotiate a sincere
worid settlement wtih the Com-
munists-—-but one which would

aerive from western stregnth, not
weakness '
o ® $

THE MacARTHUR school frankly

believes in a go-it-alone poliey,
a forced, even aegres-
_ military showdown with
Russia and China, and. conse-

based on
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guently an utter indifferenece to
the wishes and interests of the
nresent allles of the USA.

Mark Gayn, in his masterly
book “Japan Diary,” came to the
coneclusion that for MacArthur,
liquidation of Britain’'s interest
in the Far East was an ever more
primary objective than was his
zeal for eheckmating Russia

If the Eisenhower school of
thought wins out we can work
out a real Atlantei Union, and
the nueleus of demoeratic world
government—world peaee under
world law

If MacArthur wins out—look
around for a nice dry cave, you
Canadians—for you are going to
need them in the war his policy
would surely force.
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