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' United States

fmned to Govern Herself Says
| Ontario Judge

"1

(By Mr. Justice W, R. Riddell)

Canada begap her career,
which have never been long lost
'sight of, are today held more firm-
ly, If possible, than ever before. Re-
maining a part of the British Em-
pire, we refuse to give up our share
in the old flag and the splendid
traditions of centuries of honor
land glory-——-and we are determined
Lo govern ourselves, whether for
weal or for woe. The former of
‘these principles determined the
form, the latter the substance, of
‘our Constitution.

It Is because it is the result of
evolution, that our Constitution is
almost wholly unwritten, and that
what is written is, to one accustom-
ed to a written Constitution, very
misleading. We have built more
stately mansions on the old foun-
dations, we have engrafted into dy-
ing stocks new shoots to bear new
fruit and that more abundant and
beautiful. We have retained the
form but have revolutionized the
Spirit—if anywhere, then in our
|Constitution, is the adage true:
I“The letter killeth, but the spirit
giveth life.”

Canada has nine Provinces, each
'with a legislature having substan-
~{tially the same power; and she has
; | | ‘& Parliament for the whole Domin-
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The Dominion has a Parliament
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in the chapel of the Church of the |is equally effete. It has been exer-
JAnnunciation, Rev. Father J. Ham- |cised only once since the Dominion
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No one can understand the Con-
stitution of Canada, who does not |
constantly bear in mind that it is, States has a position in
almost wholly unwritten, that it is'onmwmal world which makes an
'the result of a long process of evo-

lution and that, therefore, it re-

'tains old forms which have lost|
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on great public questions is sald
by men of years, experience and
learning, whose position is safe
from the attack of prejudice, big-
otry and ignorance and who can
‘give, therefore, to the guidance of
el S ‘our Republic the best thoughts of

American Constitution Great Un- | the best minds its contains.
changing and Unmovable Rock No form of government could
Declares Member of Cin- endure whether administered by
cinnati Bar wise men or by fools unless in the

Are Compared

bty e larger span of years it had the

(by Charles sawver) approval of the people governed:

The Constitution of the United|and we can safely say that the
the gov- meaning and effect given to our

v Constitution and form of govern-
praise or exegesis seem out of ment by the Supreme Court has in
| place. Its most remarkable featurs | spite of constant criticism and at-
of course, 18 the fact that it was|tack met the wishes and ideas of
drafted and put into effect as an,the great body of the American,
organized plan for the ,u,qwnmmon‘.' people. It seems, therefore, that
' this Body of Law must, as conceiv-

na that, excepting 2 few amend- |ed and interpreted, have been a
ments, it has remained ntil this| found exposition of a sound gov-
’“». the great un: }1111{111]L and  ernmental 1]1(‘(11'}.‘ for a great ano

‘unmovable rock upon which the | free people. There is no reason to

government of this nation is build-|feel that it will not continue

ed. 'throuchout the coming vears as
[t is needless to comment upon!the successful expression of the

the foresight and un e knowl!. | ideals of government held by men
de f history and governments and women of this present civil

0f the nast which was the gift of  zation.

those men who framed this Con- | | ,

wiation. 7 18 hot, surprising that| aongmiryrions oF caNADA
great Enelish tesman has|
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rrain and purpose of man.
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FThroughout thes vears which
nave passad since this great docu-| | .
, . .. | Sible Government-—that 1is, the
ment was framed and adopted. it - |
! _ : Ministers of the Crown In every act,
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every appomtment, the expendl-
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| Democratic System -
The fact that our Constitution P | P
has withstood the changes which We are a democratic people with

a democratic system of govern-
ment: to show that while In name
we are monarchial in our govern-

the vears have brought is the more
remarkable when we consider the
two-fold charaeter of the govern

\nd fallures of past governments |courts will declare the meaning I
ight of the devel-|Canada. the “Constitution” almost
mal life to irame wholly consists of the principles
| Constitution which will adapt it enerally loosely stated, unon
self to the life and yel contr )l the lwhich we think we gshould he gov
life of a great and growing nation |erned. It is a matter of debate, poli-
~during three centuries. tical controversy and ultimate de-

It is. not to be claimed cision by the people, whether to ap-
that

itution has derived | prove or disapprove

Of cours

Const

our

all of Its strength and adaptabilit: The aspirations of colonials-—to
from the writing itself. As its ad- | live for the own country and for
option by the original thirteen! themseives—have been recognized

states was the result of a bitter | by those In authority at Westmin

and uncertain struggle, so has its|ster. These aspirations have., as a
present commanding position re-|ruie, not oniy not been opposed or
sulted from the wisdom and cour-  hampered, but they have been fa-
age of the great men on the Su-|vored and fostered. Self-govern-
preme Court the United States ment has been granted to the col-
who, In expounding its terms and  onies as speedlly and to as great an
Lapplying provisions, have KkKept It|exXu nt as colonials themselves have
at one and the same time the basis | Wished. In Canada, practically all
of our national life and the aid the opposition toward self-govern-

ment has come from those in Can-
ada of the official class. The future
'of Canada i1s in her own hands. and

the development of
man who has care-
the history of this

and guide In
that lile. No
' fully regarded

country can fail to eredit John|! wholly mistake her sentiment if
Mal‘shalill, and others of similar the vast majority of Canadians are
character and wisdom. with a large | nOL now more firmly than ever be-
'share in the success which our|fore determined to unhold the two

wraditional principles
the British Empire
self-government,

adhesion to
and absolute

form of government has attained,
. And not the Jleast Interesting
and important feature of our Con-
stitution, and one that was clearly
the intention of its framers to|* garry Charlesworth of Vansot-
Include in the provision which yer general seeretary of the British
makes the judicial branch of our|columbia Teachers' Federation |
Federal Goovernment the final ar- | wjll be a visitor in the city this
biter of the meaning and effect of |week and will be recelved suitably
this Constitution. It is true that in by the local federation. He will ar

this matter also credit 1s due to|rive from the south on the Prince
the great judges whose solemn | George Wednesday morning, make
duty is was to set forth at an early the round trip the same day to An-
time the meaning of our Consti- 'yox and Stewart and return here
tution. They should share with the Thursday evening, remaining over.
framers of our Constitution the until Friday night when he will sail |
'l])l':li:-il' due for the establishment u[]by the Cardena on his return south.
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