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New Development Era For City
and District Hereabouts Is Started
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warm thanks and commendation of
every citizen

“During the year many matters
of interest were taken up. I will not
bore you with details of all these
matters, but will touch on one or
two of the most important.

Hecate Straits Navigation

“Most of you are familiar with the
persistent efforts of this chamber
during the last few vears to have
the lighting of Hecate Straits
brought up to the requirements of
Lloyds underwriters, in order to fa-
cilitate the shipping of wheat, ete.
from this port. Most of the improve-
ments requested have now mater-
ialized, but there still remains the
necessity for a watched light with
fog-horn on Bonilla Island, and 1
have no doubt that with continued
pressure from this chamber and
other interested bodies this will be
| forthcoming. There have also been
#t a number of radio beacons installed
| at varicus points which are of great
assistance to mariners.

“Owing ‘0 the extremely isolated
position of a number of light houses
in this district, this chamber took
up the matter of the installation of
radio-telephones in light houses
and some of these have already been
installed, «nd will prove invaluable
in cases of serious accident or sick-
ness ¢ e occupants and to ves-
sels in Jis.ress.

“Along with other civic bodies
this chamber has through the post-
master general and other channels
stressed the need of this city for a
more modern and up-to-date build-
ing to house the post office and
other fcderal departments. From
the latest information to hand I
can advise that the authorities are
at least showing some interest in
the matter, and 1 trust that some
definite action will be taken in the
near future.

“The Peace River outlet is an-
other matter of vital importance to
this city, and your chamber has
been very actively engarced in this
and has used every endeavor in co-
operation with the special Peace
River Cutlet Committee and the
N City Cowcil to place the advan-
? tages of this port before those most
1 closely iInterested, Including the

¥ members of the House of Commons

at Ottawa and the Canadian Na-
N3 tional an/l Canadian Pacific Rail-
way executives. I wish to express
my warn appreciation of the ser-
vices rendered by Aid., Pilisbury,
chaitrman of the Peace River Outlet
Commiitee of this chamber, and to
Ald, Coliart chairmarmeof the Peace
River . tlet Assoclation. I am
firmly convinced
pert is Lthe logical and most econ-
omic outlet for this vast new coun-
try and mnst be established as such
if sound and unbiaged judgment is
given to the matter.

Highway Construction

“I am glad to report also that the
new Prince Rupert to Prince George

Highway is progressing slowly but

surely. The bridge over Galloway
Rapids is now in course of construcs

tion, and wili no doubt. be

trust the provincial

will prosecute this work with
possible desnateh

solitary ship loading from this port

tl.at Prince Ru-|

com-
pleted before the end of April [
government |
all |

“The position with regard to our|
grain elevator during 1930 has been |
decidedly unsatisfactory, only one

No doubt, one of the reasons for this !
fallure of the wheat pool to mar-
ket their crop, but in my opinion
one of the must important features
detrimental to shipping from Prince
Rupert is onr inability to provide
part cargoes of other ecommodities.
As we have no other commodity to
export, the shippers are very reluc-
tant to send vessels to this port. In
this connecti m 1 would state that
this chamber has tried many times!
to Iinduce the provineial government
to sanction the export of logs In
order to complete cargoes, but sui

far it has steadfastly refused to do
s0. It will take continuous effort
from this body to seeure proper jus-
tification for the erection of the
elevator at this point.

“Another source of bitter disap-
pointment has been the failure of
the C. N. Rallways to proceed with
the erection of a hotel here. Many
of vou will recall that when Sir
Henry Thornton visited Prince Ru-
pert last summer he stated defin-
itely that construction of the hotel
would commence before the end of
the year. In all fairness to Sir Hen-
ry, I must say that I do not for one
moment imagine that he antici-
pated the financial debacle whieh
was to follow, and which created a
situation which was to upset the
calculations and plans of commer-
cial and industrial organizations
form the Atlantic to the Pacific. It
wotld seem perfectly natural for us
to condemn the railway company
for this apparent breach of faith,
but I think we ought to try and
look upon this in as broad a light as
possible. The C. N. Railways were
compelled to cut down their pro-
posed expenditures by $30.,000,000
and all new work not actually under
course of construction and not of
vital importance was, I believe sus-
pended. Just as soon as conditions
readjust themselves and the busi-
ness of the raillway warrants, more
especially the tourist business, I be-
lieve the hotel will be proceeded
with.

“Your chamber sent delegations
to the semi-annual convention of
the Assoclated Boards of Trade of
Central British Celumbia held at
Terraee, and also to the annual
convention of the same body at
Prince George. Many matters of in-
lerest and importance to this dis-
trict, which stretches from Stewart
to McBride, were taken up and ac-
tion taken. I may say that I con-

‘sider this organization one of the

most important in Central B. C., and
would urge the support of this
chamber be given to it to the full-
o5t possible extent.

Joint Hosts

“On several occasions this cham-
per and the City of Prince Rupert
were joint hosts and these were in-
variably of a most enjoyable and
harmonious nature. In this eonnec-
tion I wish to thank the entertain-
ment committee for the excellent
manner 12 which these parties and
individuals were catered to. I am
glad to say the finances of the
chamber, though not by any means
affluent, are In a fairly satisfactory .
condition. We have at present 110
members, 21 of whom were new
members last yvear. Let me at this

time urge every member to attend |
as many meetings as possible. From

| ———

PROPLRTY OWNERS ARE
DIVIDED UPON MATTER
OF IMPROVEMENT TAX
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opinion on the matter of the im-
provement tax. Personally, he felt
that it would hinder building and
development in the partic-
ularly if introduced at the present1

time. Improvement tax might be
al! right for a large city but he
felt it would be harmful for a
small town like this. Mr. Perry
urged that more interest be taken
by the citizerts in the activities of|
the city council. If such interest
manifested, there would be betteri
councils, he believed. ;

Ex-Ald. G. B, Casey, speaking at|
some length, pointed out that !
there was never a tax introduced
without having at first been con-!
sidered unjust. The welfare and
growth of th Ity should be con-
sidered and the citizens should)
face their responsibilities in a
arge wayv and not alone as ind.‘-*-
vidual taxpayers. If there were not
sufiicient resources for taxation at
present avallable to meet obliga-
tions some other means wonld
nave to be found. Revenue must be
obtained to meet the obligations.
So far, there had been only the
land tax here and for years pro-
perty had continued to revert to
the city in great qguantities. The
smaller the guantity of taxable
‘and, the higher it would have to
e taxed. It was true that new
jorms of taxation had never stop-
ped anybody from using what he
needed for expanding. The pelicy
of having unimproved iand, which
itself produced no revenue havinz
to bear all the taxation did not
appear to him *as being a fair
vasis. Revenue producing property
and there were Dbuildings here
which were earning big profits, did
not have to pay & cent in taxation.
Besides Prince Ruvert, Mr. Casevy
pointed out that there were onlv
two other cities in British Colum-
bia today operating with the sin-
gle tax. In his opinion, the double
taAx was the most eqitable arrange-
ment.

city,

i

Canvass Aldermen

Mr. Perry felt that every mem-
per of the city council and every
candidate should be asked for his
views on the question of the im-
provement tax.

J. A, Curtis stated that he did
not own any vacant property in
theé city now, all his property hav-
Ing builldings or improvements
upon it. Yet he agreed with Mr.
Casey In the matter of imnrove-
ment tax. If a man stood to make
money on a bullding, he would put

= e ——

it up improvement tax or not. It
was hardly right to call it a single
tax when land assessment values
were fictitious as they were here
today. It meant confiscation of
property and he believed it would
be better for the town to assess
improvements.

N. Mussallemn oppoused improve-
ment tax for the reason that it
was not fair to tax the poor man
double on his little home in order
o make it easy for the specula-
tor who held vacant property.

If there were an Improvement
tax, the poor man would have to
carry the burden as usual, John
Cavalier declared.

The resolution whereby all can-
didates for office at the coming
election will be asked to express
their stand on the question of im-
provement tax was moved by Mr.
Casey, Seconded by Henry Smith
and carried unanimously.

It was during the discussion of

time to time there are many ques-éthe improvement tax that T. Ross

tions arising which require a great

‘deal of discussion, and upon whiech
the opinion of any one member
‘might prove invaluable,

“1 wish to take this opportunity

™ thanking the mayor and eity
counell for their loyal co-operation
‘at all times and to express our sin-
‘eere thanks to the president and
directors of the Prince Rupert Club
for their unfailing courtesy in ex-
tending the privileges of the club
‘premises tO our guests on every oc-
'casion.
“1 also would like to thank the
proprietors of our two dally news-
' papers for the faithful and compre-
hensive manner in which they have
jreecrded the proceedings of the
chamber throughout the year.

‘In conclusion gentlemen, allow
me to say this: That altkough the
clouds of depression are at present
loweiing thickly overhead, I firmly
believe that they will soon begin to
' disperse, and it is my earnesc wh

{

that 1931 will see the sun of pros-

perity burst forth in all its power, |

and that it will envelope each and
everyone of you in its rays of
warmth, comfort and well being.”

G. P. TINKER,

Mackay referred to the matter of
the old Court House block. He fel®
it most unfair that the govern-
‘ment should be allowed to carry
this property for years for specu-
lative purposes without paying a
cent of taxes at the expense ol
other taxpayers who stayed with
their property and had to pay.

| City Lost 5140000

Mr. Stephens stated that two
‘years ago he had computed that,
had the government pald taxes
and interest on this square since
incorporation, the city would have
‘received $140,000.

Mr. Mackay moved and R. F.
Perry seconded the motion askineg
the city to urge the provincial
lgovemment either to seill this pro-
perty ot pay the taxes upon It
The motion was passed with en-
thusiasm.

Willilam Wilson stated Lthat some
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DONT PUT APPLESALKE
IN YOUR ¢OAL'BIN

one important thing to keep

- - |

in mind when

ordering your winter’s fuel supply: “What coal will give
me the greatest heat for the fewest dollars?”’

Science has

already answered the

question for you. Island

Coal yields more heat per dollar than any other. This is

because vou

get more BT US,

A “B.T.U.” (British Thermal Unit) is the amount of heat

necessary to increase the temperature of a

pound of water

by one degree Fahrenheit. So that the more B.T.U.'s there
are in your coal bin, the warmer vour house is going to be!

It's

quite easy to determine whether the heavier Comox . .,

or the free-burning Nanaimo-Wellington ., . . is the more
suitable for your furnace. All you need do is to request that

the Collieries Coinbustion Engineer be sent to inspect your
heating installation. This serviee is free.

Another thing to remember is that Nanaimo-Wellington and
Comox Coals are uced on VYancouver Island by British
Columbia labor. When your money stays in B.C., vou are
improving conditions here. The dealers listed herewith are

big employers of labor . . . they distribute the output of the
industry, which gives employment to more than 6.000 workers,
By securing the income of six thousand families a heavy blow
can he struck at the “unemployment bogey” that menaces

the provinece.

Put ISLAND COAL in vour coal hin. Let's do our share to
make British Columbia the “gold spot™ of Canada.

Approved Dealers handling

“Nanaimo-Wellington” and
“Comox"”" Coals
ALBERT & McCAFFERY, LTD.
Phones 116 and 117
PHILPOTT, EVITT & CO., LTD.
Phone 648

.canadian collieries (aunsmiJtd.

(With Which is Incorporated Western Fuwel Corporation of Cenada, Lid.)

MNanaime. MDumbe and. ladyambeh Woltin rton

THE GREATEST HEAT FOR{i
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for mayor and aldermen came up
next for discussion.

If a mayor, after one year, was
onsidered to have done well
there would be little doubt of his

re-election, stated R. F. Perry In!

expressing his opposition to a two-
year term. On the other hand, if
& mayor, in his first year, was con-

sidered unsatisfactory, it would be|2nd such an “unholy alliance” nf: There was a
and Labor|party in atltendance at St. Peter’s
heads such as had been seen last |Church, Seal Cove, at 4 o'clock yes-
vear. Such a frame-up, Mr (‘asnvilel'di"ly alternoon, the occasion be-
plleged, had been instrumental ];l,gghng the marriage by Rev. Canon | speeches were made whic!
W. F. Rushbrook of Miss Maudi«
and Mr. Perry in the one-year|Shaw, daughter of Matthias Shaw,!
aldermanic contest “Put them al!Anglican lay reager of Kitkatla, and ' Kitkatla.

too long to have to keep him for
a second year. Muchh the same ap-
plied to aldermen, Mr. Perry felt
If an alderman haa to face an el-
>ction every year, it would give
alm ineentive to better work and
.here would not be so much incli
nation to rest on one’'s oars until
‘he second year.

Fred Wesch felt a two-year term
would give a mayor a wonderful
chance to work up a machine. He

felt that public Interest in the dvi:-h

plections was a good thing. It was
noticeable that, whenever there
was no mayoralty contest, little in-
terest was taken in the election.

Ex-Mayor H. B. Rochester de-
dared that, from his experience,
he felt a two-year term for mavor
vould be one of the worst things
that could happen to the city. It
meouraged the natural tendency
o run to seed. As far as the al-
dermen were conerned, Mr. Ro-
chester felt that the one-year term
was more likely to make him show
what he could do. He was abso-
lutely opposed to the two yeal
term in either case.

The two-year term, T. Ross Mac-
kay, believed, faciliated the organ-
zation of little gangs. The only ef-
fective way to call a council to ac-
wount was by having an annual
slection for all its members. As for
the suggestion which had been
made that all four retiring mem -
bers of the 1930 council be return-
ed by acclamation, Mr. Mackay
felt that it would have been 2
collosal mistake to do this,

Fred Riffou
The ammual election, Fred Riffou

years ago he had endeavored to|felt, was a good thing if for noth
get & lease of property to start an/|ing else than that it stirred up in-

same property was still unused and
contiued to pay no taxes to the
city.,

|

industry. He had failed and thelterest in civie affairs.
G. B. Casey could see no advan-

tage in electing mayor and alder-
men for two-year terms. If a ma-

| The matter of the two year term yor and four aldermen were elec- 'of these was avallable from the old |

Mines et

ted for two-vear terms. M

members, came before the people.
The election would be vain in
changing the policy of a council
- which might be deemed undesir-
able. It would make opportunity
lor continuation of manipulation,

I.iberal. Conservative

{clection In the defeat of himsolr|

out and give us a free show to Ef'f!

l*nme real blood into the counecil”
concluded Mr. Casey, amid ap-
plause.

Mr. Curtis’ motior to the effect
that the .counecil arrange for op-
tion to be given in the matter of
the length of aldermanic terms!
was carried unanimously.

Fred Wesch and Fred Wermig
nut forward the resolution express- |
'ng “ahsolute opposition to the
two-year term for mavor.” which
was passed unanimousy.

Other business at the meeting
was of a minor nature and inelud-
ed the passing of a banking re-
golution to enable the president
and secretarvy to handle the funds
of the Assoclation.

At the suggestion of T. Ross

Mackay seconded by N. Mussallem,
a hearty vote of thanks was ex-
tended to F. W. Hart for his or-p
ganization work prenaratory to the
Hfm‘m.'lt.inn of the Association. Mr.
Stephens referred to the important
part that Mr. Hart had playved In
the early life of other cities of the
province. His optimism and enthu-
slasm for Prince Rupert augured
well for the future of the city.
(| Willlam Wilson thought that A
drive shoud be made for 500 mem-
bers in the Assoclation. Mr. Ste-
phens delegated each member a
committee of one to bring in three
members at the next meeting
'when details of organization would
be compete and ready for presen-
tation. when permanent officers
‘could be elected.

In the matter of necessary books
‘membership tickets, ete, a supply

meand ratepayers
that every two years only a min- said. A small cash balance would
ority of the council, four of its be turned over o the new body.
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Pbilip F. Ray, graduate of University of California,

tional sports for republic of Guatemala.

The bride, who wore
wedding dress of white
1k net overdress and had
of orange .blossoms, carr

ceremony.
guests sat down o a wed
A n
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'llll'l!,
and Mrs. Oswald Tol

144
six bridesmaids. The groo
tended by siX groomsmen

with native wit. Dancing |
and Mrs. Tolmie wil

returns 0
Los Angeles with his wife after creating an entire system of n
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