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-Week-l‘hd at Southend Gives ‘
Barrel of Fun to Londoner;
Lively Trip Start to Finish
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DEFENDS NATIONAL RAILWAY

The Winnipeg Free Press has been publishing a series
i editorial articles in defence of the Canadian National
Railway. Following is from one of them:

“The fact that, in the face of the intention of the Liberal
members to make a minority finding, the majority mem-
ners ol the special parliamentary committee on railways
30 1ar moderated their purposes as to consent to findings
which commanded unanimity, does not in the least coun-
leract the highly unfavorable impression which the per-
formance of the majority members has made on the pub-
lic mind. The proceedings of the committee constituted an
'Xposure of malignant partisan minds intent upon grati-
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Iying personal and political hatreds without regard to the ..,

Injury that might be done to a great national institution.
That these attacks were made under a transparent dis-
guise of alleged regard to the public interest added hy-
pocricy to the other repellant features of the inquiry. The
men who stand most clearly revealed are Dr. MeGibbon,
M.P. for Muskoka, and F. R. MacMillan, M.P. for Saska-
toon—two men whe were known to be afflicted with a,
form of anti-<Canadian National rabies, and were there-
fore put on the committee in order that they might, under
the influence of their obsession, do the dirty work that
would be repellant to minds not so afflicted. Then the
chairmanship was bestowed on R. B. Hanson. M.P. for
York-Sunbury, who considered himself appointed—as
perhaps he was—to play the part of a bullying prosecut-
ing attorney. A conspictious member of the committee was
Dr. Manion, Minister of Railways, who certainly did noth-
g to restrain the trie of inguisitors and occasionally
took a hand in the game himself. ,

“Naturally, Dr. Manien's tacties in filline the public
mind with gloom because it is so unfortunate as to be cur-
sed with the ownership of the greatest rallway in the
world, meets with the enthusiastic approval of the Finan-
1al Post of Torento, which we take as typically represen-
ative of deminant financial epinion in Montreal and To-
ronto. It said in a recent issue that the people of Canada
are going to school to Dr. Manion and are for the first
ime getting instructien from a minister of rallways on
he reality of the railway situation. It is the common pur-
pose of Dr. Manion and the interests for which the Post
speaks to encourage thé people to believe that there is
nothing to show for the railway expenditures of the past
ten years and that the railway situation is now just what
't was in 1922, except that it has been worsened by an in-
'rease In the indebtedness. That is a most dishonest pre-
sentation of the case. The increase in indebtedness is some-
‘hing over four hundred million dollars—net a billion dol-
lars as assallants of the Canadian National Rallways put
it—and In return for it the country has a real raillway, not
a fortuiteus assortment of railway junk. It has a ratlway
which in 1928 did what the knockers said could never be
done. It paid its way, as it would again if there was traffic
In the country to be moeved. Does Dr. Manion in his gloomy
dissertations upon the terrible plight in which the coun-
try has got itself, because it owns a railway, ever think to
tell the people that in 1928 this railway earned about 85
percent of the joint earnings of both railway systems in
19317 A simple statement of fact like that would serve to
satisfy the people that they were not a lot of fools to put
their money into a railway, and that the present misfor-
tunes of the road are but part of a universal collapse of
busmess,

“What is the purpose of this insidions, persistent, far-
flung campaign? It is to make the people sick of their in-
vestment #n the railway and to induce in their minds a hope
that some organization will come along and relieve them
of the burden. The nature of the game. the end to which it
18 being played, and the identity of the promoters of the en-
terprige are open to inspection by those whe have eves to
see. In that fact there 15 a reasonable assurance that the
conspiracy will fail,”
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Her Heart Was So Bad
Coulda’t Do Housework

Mrn B Dragoman, RE 2 Midisnd, Ont,
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Mrs. London” and the family and
1S easlly reached by rail, motor
coach and river steamboat. The
cost of the return journey is around
$1.25 while living costs are very
reasonabie, hence the lure of the
sea to the city workers. More es-
pecially at the week-ends do the
“natives” hit the Southend tratl to
revel in the balmy sea breezes and
disport themselves at every con-
ceivable vantage point on tne broad
beach and esplanade. It is then that
King Cockle” comes into his own
served alil idee and juicy and blen-
ded with vinegar by the wiite
coated “cockle trainers” who hand
them out at 2¢ a plate-—-no extra
charge for the vinegar. It is a dire
transgression of etiquette to fail to
gorge a few cockles—in fact 1t 1Is
tantamount to going to Terrace In
the strawberrv season and eating
airt
Let’s Go!

In imagination accompany the
writer from Fleet Street, In 1he
heart of London’s city, to South-
It 1s 1 o'clock on a Saturday
afternoon, the sun I8 shining in-
vitingly and the business cares of
the week have had the doors siam-
med n them for a few hours. We
jump on a bus at Ludgate Circus
ahd a “penorth” takes us 1w Fen-
church Street Station. In about 15
minutes, having threaded our way
nast the Bank of England and up
Cornhill, we take our stand in the
queue for our tickets. Wending our
way upstairs we {ollow the crowd to
the platform amid the clamor of
happy folks and kiddies, the latter
playing a tattoo upon their sand-
ouckets with the inevitable sharp
edged sand spade. A dig or two In
the nether regions with a spade or,
perhaps, some sweet young lady's
parasol, only adds zest to the ven-
ture

We [inally pack ourselves into
one of the many trains which leave
every few minutes, the guard ‘con-
ductor' bkiows his whistle and off
we go. Believe me folks the “old
DUs can sure travel and soon we
are siiding over the sleepers like hot
butter down a bell rope. On the

fast irains only ene or two stops °

are made enroute and, at spots, we
nit up 60 miles per hour. On the
way south we pass through Dagen-
ham, the British home of the new
Henry Ford metor werks. Some
three years ago the place was only
a littie country village but has since
Brown up W0 "mans estate with
the erection of a monster factory
plus hundreds of workmen's dwel-
Jnes. It s sadd that the sown s now
allve with sqguirrels which come to
pick up the “"nuls.”

Just before pulling into Southend.
we stop at Leigh-on-Sea, an old
seaside village, which is the home
port of the cockle fleet, and to see
the small boats out on the cockle
peds reminds one forcibly of the
Prince Rupert mosquito fleet. Leigh
IS a very picturesque old place and
boasts of some fine sea traditions.
Then we stop al Westeliffe-—the
Rolls Royee residential section. ad-
Joining Sowthend-—where the gar-
dens are a blaze of color with the
veauly of rambiler rose trees. sweet
peas, ldacs, etc. The soil is parti-
oularly fertile in this district both
for flower and vegetable growth. In
fact, it has been said that the po-
tatoes would be as juicy as eranges
if they grew on the rose bushes
Neanly every garden running down
0 the rallway track boasts of 2
tennis lawn and every encourage-
ment s given to sport generally
And so It is that we enter Southend
proper. The gardens are a blazge of
color and, when the sun shines as
It usually does, sun-bathing is much
enjoyed by the residents in the pri-
vacy of their gardens or on the spa-
clous balconies of their houses.

Arrival at Southend

saven't many sieps o 20 to lind a
sumptuous restaurant and a good
cup o'tea. Unfortunately—perhaps
ertunately—the saloons are not
open yvet for these do not begin
ousiness untd later in the evening.
After our refresher we start eul Lo
cXplore this comparatively new
Londoner's paradise and endeavor
0 IIX ourseives up for the night
Perhaps we'll be sure
omioriable bed first. il we de-

L0 stay In the 'n It womld

{ a roof and

e quile un easy matier o 1ina a
Jome but, If we decided on some-
where quieter, we just jump on a
penny bus, or street car. and land
in & few minutes at Southchureh on
L horpe Bay. Eoth these suburds are
{ine residential sites and nearily ev-
ery house caters to the visitor

IL doesn’'t take us Joug 1o find a
gost ved and breagiast for about
$5 so we park our toothbhrushes and
pyjamas and, after a wash and
brush up, we return to the town to
see the sights and there are
plenty. There 1S no more cosmo-
nalitan crowd in England than at
Southend and there are practically
NO resiLrictions as o dress, 80 long
£ one keeps within the bounds of
yrapriety. Going on o the sea Tront
wWe sef crowds of men. wamen. ginls
and bovs, of all ages descriptons
nd sises—some In comical puper
Nats, soidier hats, satlor hats. bon-
nets, top hats, in fact all shapes
Along come a string of voung fe-
male beauties In beach pyjamas
the colars of a rambow stew, fTol-
lowed by a beauly chorus in bath-
ing suits of all shapes and hues, per-
Naps adorned also with a light
DATRINE WIRD, perRans ot o
Southend has no use Tor Mrs
Grundy and her pradish nonsense

Ships a Hoy'!

Ah' about the ships and the sea'
If the tide 4s omt 1t is out and a
co0d telescope will be neoessary if
Ol Wahils 0 s the bicakeis
bresking. Of course Lthere is the pier
guite a show place of its own, and
. 4¢ ride on the electric rallway —far
IL's Lhe longest pler in the world -
vill prove to us that we are actual-
'y at the sea. However, if the lide
IS up, then we are in luck and one
can step off the esplanade into the
oriny. It is then the hire boats ply
their trade and what a real live
fleet It is. It includes sailing boats

mostly of the old fashioned “sky-
ark” type — moter boats, speed
poats, rowing bdoats. and luxury
vachits the latier boasting of a bar
where “heastly” intexicants are sold
o passengers and boats mostly ut-
iized on the long runs. For 12¢ one
CAan take a real nice seagoing ‘vip
of about half-an-hour's duration
and, m addition. be entertained
with catchy music and songs pro-
vided the sea hasn't got into the
works of the plano bhut even then
there's music from a banjo. a saxa-
phone or a gminr to take away the
thoughts of seasickness. for some
of the Londoners are poor saflors
*ut they are few and far between
For 30¢ one can do the seagoing
buriness properly for a few hours.
a visit to the warship: at Shoebury-
ness or. perhaps. a few hours' run
along the coast and very nice too
The writer had 12 cents worth on

ne visit and the view of the West-

cliffe gardens from the sea with the
unlight upon the beautiful flow-
ers and Toliage was a sight for a
King

Well, we're back on shore and the
blow has given us an appetite, %o
Sy nothing of a thirst. 50 we 20
10 Und something o eat and have
not a very ardmous cuest. The sea
front abounds with good restaur-
ants and, at seme of them. one ¢an
watch the eats being put through
their paces through the windows
for everything is cooked m full view

ot 91 The universe. For 0¢ ome can get

Well, folks, we mnow pull dmerd Téal goed wholesome blow-out,
Southend amd, as we alight, the #ven steak and chips or ham and

tang of the sea alr strikes us fore-
by n the nostrils in vivid contrast

lomatoes, perhaps fish and chips
plus free vinegar Anyway there is

10 the begrimed atmosphere of 10 Deed 10 starve so long as one has
London. We ape soon wallowing the price. We satisfy the inner man
among the crowds of happy sea W Jook (o spend the evenimg.

the main street of Southend It has can gel all she fun of the falr and

Just turned three o'clock and we

(Continued on page 6.)
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YOUR PIPE KNOWS OGDEN'S CUT PLUG

Wm you retire, you will appreciate a guar

anteed income of $150.00 a2 month —a
never-failing income which will continne, with-
oul change, as long as you live!

Such an income spells independence. It opems the

door 1o a carefree future. It meaws security from
money worries,

To make your dreams of retirement come true,

simply invest part of your earnings each vear in
Life Insurance. Your future income cun be more

than $150.00, or less—depending entirely upon
the amount of savings you set aside for this

parpose.

And should you net live 10 old age, your family
is fully protected by the same Life Insurance —
by the same monthly income,

Any Life Insurance represemtative will gladly give

you complete information on this—the most modern
form of Life Insurance. He can suggest an atiractive

inceme plan exactly suited w0 your needs.

fife Insurance Service

hdl-hdwlponun‘bl
Life Insurance Companies

CIGARETTE




