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Dawson ls Acquitted

(Continued from Page 1;

Nall s tima
nother charge of arson against
Dawson as an outcome of the burn-
Ing of his store In Smithers some
g0 wili be heard later In
the Assize which 1s engaged today
the unlawful as-
irom Anvox in which
Lhe accused are Kenneth Montgom
ery. Glovann! Sanvide
Ivor and Joseph Sarich
Argument of Counsel

In his argument before the jur
in the Dawson S McGilll
crown prosecutor, touched upon
what he termed more salient
circumstances $ presented in the
evidence. He dealt with the removal
Ol goods from the house 1o the gar-
age and woodshed. "“The most strik-
Ing circumstance” of the case. he
coniended, was the nature of thess
stregsed
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fact

The prosecutol the

that

the accused had been proved to!
nave been Iin the immediate viecin-
Ity of the house. his wife having

been seen standing in the lane back
of the house Movements and re-
marks of the arcused at the time of
the fire were described by Mr
Gill Reference
jocking of

as “peculial

made to the the house
50 securelyv
preaking of windows by him during
the inciplent Ac
cused h Nnis own statement

kev to the front

stages of the fire
LA Sald in
that he had lost the
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Than anvwhere else in town.
bought right so we are able to sell right.

Unheard of Values

l.eckies’ Shoes, guaranteed to wear and at
new low prices

Angus Mc- |

subsequent to 7:45 p.m.|
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Was |

by the accused and ‘hi-i

A Complete Range to Choose From Such as
LLife Buoy, Miners, Goodrich, Fleet Foot.

AT FACTORY PRICES

- All Shoes 35 Percent Lower

Boys'.and Youth's Running

We have

Ladies Fine

Shoes

aoor of the house a

stlll
Had not

ithough he

nad Lhe l\'». tO thi Bl dR

jaccused directly benefitted from the
fire

through the payment of the
debt Lo his sister by the insurance?

I'he crown prosecutor submitted
that the only possible conclusion
that the jury could arrive at was
that the fire could not have been
acciaental but had been deliber-

ately planned and carried ofit by

none else than the accused
J. 1. Harvey

iefence counsel.

In the clircumstances as adduced

by the crown to point to the guilt of |

accused To
1111 :'t'

the contrar they

WAS

SUZgested that the fire

accidental rather than having been |

caused by incendiary intent on the
The removal of the
from the house, defence
submitted. had been
factorily explained. What possible
reason could accused have had for
burning down the house of his par-
ents which was also his own home™
It was obvious that* the accused’s
parents had not benefitted from the

part of accused
gOOas

counsel satls-

{ire but had rather lost heavily.
Was It reasonable. after all. o sue-
ges. that accused wouid burn down

ne house and put his aged parents
out in the cold merely to pay a
debt? He asked the jury o consider
carefully if there was anything ac-
cused had done previous ol Subse -
quent to the fire to point to his
gulit. As a matter of the
crown s evidence did not allow any

iac!

maregin of time for accused to get
N and set the place on fire. Ac
cused nimeselt nad certainily not

| benefitted having had no interest

1

A8 with sullt and there

in either the house or thi
There was nothing to show
that the fire had been laid but there
were plenty of clircumstances
gesting that the fire
been accidental. The
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Wers with Innocencs
' noLtnineg
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nad commit

ted an offenss

Judge's Charge

His Lordship gave the definitio
i arson as “wilfully setting fire.” I
WAS UD 10 the crow 10 adduce sutl.
Licient evidencs NnaxKe | nect
S for accused to explain the cly
cumstance Ihe burden of proof
rested upon the ¥l and tnat
Droof must be bes | reasonabid
doubt. This was a case of circum-
rantial evidencs reclL evidence
Navil DE vaduc thal accused
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Summer Is Here! Now Is The Time to

Buy Your Tennis & Quting Shoes

Specials

Misses' & Children's Running Shoes
with

69¢ “79c
89¢ “ 99¢

Running Boots and Shoes

99¢ © $1.49
$4.95
95¢ “ $1.15

$2.29 “
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Fishermen’s Rubber Boots

and other Foetwear

Cut Rate Shoe Store

had set fire to the house. To convict

1€ Jury must be satisfied that th
Levidence was consistent with . guilt
and inconsistent with any other ra
Lional conchasion. If the jury wers
not 80 satisfled, It was its duty
acguit. The jurors were the exclu-!
sive judges of the facts. It was not
necessary for the crown to provi
motive. but the jury should conside:
the présence or absence of motive

In reviewing the evidence, His Lord-
slip asked the jury if it

.‘Ilt ; :.. gl -

used, being

penniiess, should burn himse!f and
family out of a free house and
nome, Assuming accused were guil

B ET. ¥ ¥ . -
y, e had éertainly shown lack of

cCODMNION sense In coverl
tracks when he couid
there sould be an inquiry. Ther:
was no'evidence of conspira

.-I. Li;} :i-

!'\;l,!'n"

volving accused. his wife and nmu

tl-l'r -l!]d !;i[}lf: 'I'}f L
of Inceéndiarism such as egasoline or

were no sigi

coal oll. Mere opportunitvy did not
prove gulit. Unless the jurv could
honestly sav that the fact { the |

Case were consisient with guu!
inconsistent with anvthing else |t
Was ILs duly to acquit

The jur
returned to
veradict of
minutes latel

retireq atl
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40 p.n. and
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sbout f{ifteen
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Jur Famous Edson. Alberta and
Bulkiey Valley Coals are guaran-
vwed o glve

satisfaction. Try a

ton of No. 1 Bulkley Valley We

Als0 sell Timothy Hay, Wheat
Oats and Barley
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Successiul Concert Tour By
Gordon Jolhifie of Queen
Charlotte

QUEEN CHARLOTTE CITY, May
0. —-0On urd ' Mr. and Mrs
Gordon H. Jollll Queen Char-
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| MONDAY & TUESDAY
TWO SHOWS--T7 & 9 p.m,
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