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GETTING FACTS TO FORE

SOme il'lIt'!‘t*hLll],_ lacts have come to lighl In ]'t*g‘ui't] L0
local mer¢handising since City. Commissioner W. J. Alder
started talking about the large volume of trade which lo-
cal business folk have been permitting the big mdil order
Bouses, particularly of Vaneeuver and Winnipeg, to per-
pistently take away frem them. The loeal merchants now
point out, incidentally as the Daily News has done often,
that they are actually meeting these outside prices but ad-
mit that the delusion has been allowed to take firm hold
that these outside houses are beating them in the matter
of prices. So persistent indeed has this delusion become, it
Is stated by some of the business people themselves, that
it is now an aceepted fact among many peaeple that to buy
in Prince Rupert is to buy more expensively,

There is one sure and effeetive means of clearing up the
delusion and it is very simple top but the longer the taking
of the cure is delayed the more deep-seated is the ailment
going to become. The cure that is immediately open to the
local merchants is to use the Daily News, with its large
and intensive coverage of the people not only of the city
but of the district, to convey to the people by aggressive,
persistent and judicial advertising the fact that they are
offering prices that compare favorably with those of the
larger cities. The mail order houses, with their well known
advertising methods, are constantly keeping their prices
before the people of this city and distriet, Solong as the
local merchants indifferently fail to resist this penetra-
tion in a field that is rightfully theirs, so long will they
continue to lose large volumes of business.

Our commissioner tells us that there is already suffic-
Jent business in this immediate district to support a city
twice the size of Prince Rupert. We have Jong realized that
the mail order houses have found a fertile field in this part
of the country. The merchants say that it is a delusion that
they are not meeting the mail order houses in the matter
of price. Why not start at ohee disillusioning the public
when the means of doing so i8 no further removed than the
telephone ? If something is not done about it, the delusion
Is not only going te persist but it is going to gain ground.

The Daily News, which through thick and thin has
championed the cause of the local merchant as against the
mail erder house and has often incurred considerable eri-
ticism from eertain sections of the public in doing so. Ras
a sure and effective service to offer in regard to this mat-
ter. We invite the local merchants to ay aill themselves
more extensively of this service than they have been do-
Ing and to help us in helping them. Those who are to stav
In business will eventually do 8o, Why not start the cam-
paign now for business that ig'but waiting to he grasped?
Why not. bring the actual facts in regard to Prinee Ru-
pert’s prices to the fore when it ean be so easily done’
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