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THE TWO CIVILIZATIONS
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There are about 1,900,000,000 people in the world, says

a Vietoria Times editorial. Of these nearly two-thirds are
generally designated as non-Christians, consisting mainly
of Taoists, Buddhists, Mohammedans, Animists and Hin-
dus, which means that they are mostly Asiatics. The non-

Christian world 18 growing more rapidly than the Chris-
tian world, first, because it comprises the bulk of the
world’'s population, and, secondly, because the Christian
world in the last century has presented to the non-Chris-
tlan world the worst possible advertisement of its attrac-
tions and advantages.

The Great War was the product of the Christian world.
The rampant imperialism which wages wars for material
ends and which exploits backward peoples for material
purposes, 1s a Western. not an Eastern, commonplace. In
the last two thousand vears most of the suffering and sa-
crifice which have been demanded by the Moloch of greed
and ambition have arisen in that relatively small fringe of
humanity which has been designated the Christian worlkd.
Saving the military ebullitions of Japan—which developed
on a large seale only after it had adopted Western ways—
the pagan East generally has kept itself within “J!l‘ll(ln,
and even where it departed from this condition the germs
of Its departure were born in the capitals of the West.
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In the fact that it is not Christian, exeept in name. If it
were, it would present a much more respectahle compari-
son with the wovld which is not Christian. It wonld he 4
peaceful world. for the Founder of Christianity nreached
the gospel of “peace on earth. good-will to men.” It wonld
not now be spending five bhillions a vear on the Implements
of war. It wonld not have to worryv ahont ’*!I‘.hé"'l.‘fi#'a on
the traffic of lethal weapons for international conflicet. It
would not he ¢ to elve a moral s |
aihterfure and decention in ration
llf .\':l‘i*in.‘"‘ \\l'fll(] }1 HNNEeCPssEArY, "‘- "‘7':?"1""' Wi ]'! he I}H‘
Sermon on the Maount In chart. it wonl
false pods, If the eivilizations of the East and West were
left o an impartial jurv, what, with the evidence hefore it.
would heits verdiet as between the two?
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