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ANSWERS A [LOCAL MANAGER

In argument on reciprocity with a Daily News man the other
day, the well known and efficient manager of the best paying municipal
concern in Prince Rupert asked the following questions: Why make
a reciprocity agreement when the tariff reformers of the United States
are certain to reduce the almost prohibitive duties levied upon Can-
adian goods entering the Republic,no matter what Canada does or
fails to do by way of tariff reductions? Why should Canada ‘“‘buy”
tariff concessions from the Republicans when she can secure them
from the Democrats free of cost?

The local manager will like to see his questions answered in detail
by the Toronto ‘““Globe” which says:

In one form or another these questions are asked by the opponents
of reciprocity whenever they meet a pronounced supporter of the
agreement. Waiving for the moment the fact that the removal of the
Canadian duties on natural products will be to the advantage of the
people of Canada, and taking the view that by reducing the taxes
we levy upon ourselves, we are ““buying’’ the right to enter the United
States market on more favorable terms than at present, is it true
that we could get these concessions without buying them?

“The Mail and Empire in trying to make the point that political,
and not economic, reasons govern the people of the United States
in dealing with the agreement, says of it:

‘It seems now in a fair way of issuing from the United States
Senate in the form in which 1t was transmitted to that chamber from
the House of Representatives. If it does, nothing remains but the
signature of the President, which will be speedily attached to the hili.
It is safe to say that no other tariff bill could thus smoothly make
its way through the present party confusion in Congress. A general
tariff revision bill passed by the Democratic House would be defeated
by the Republican majority in the Senate, and if it came to the worst
would probably be vetoed by the Republican and protectionist Presi-
dent.’

“In this blunt way—not appreciating the importance of the
statement—TThe Mail and Empire blurts out the truth and confounds
the elaborate arguments of the Tory platform orators. For it is the

truth that a general tariff revision bill passed by the Democratic
House for the reduction of the duties on imports from Canada and
all other countries would, as matters stand, be defeated by the Re-
publican majority in the Senate, and might—The Mail's ‘would prob-
ably’ is rather strong—be vetoed by the President. It must not be
forgotten that Senator La Follette and his band of insurgent Senators
who now lead in opposing reciprocity because it may hurt the farmers
of the States along the border, would just as emphatically oppose
any general tanff bill coming up from the House of Representatives
that would give free entry to Canada's grain and other natural products.

“This being so, it is evident that the Democrats, though they
control the House of Representatives, have no power now—and can
have no power until the inauguration of a new President in March,
1913, at which time they may have a majority in the Senate and a
Democratic President—to place a tariff reduction law on the statute
book. When the Conservates say that Fielding and Paterson ‘paid’
for a reduction of the United States tariff they could have had for
nothing, they state what The Mail and Empire declares to be untrue.
But they will continue to state it. The pretence that the Democrats
could and would have given free entry to our natural products without
any reciprocity agreement is too useful to be abandoned. It is part
of the tricky two-faced policy pursued by the Opposition in every
Province of the Dominion. Only now and again, as the result of
what will be regarded in anti-reciprocity circles as foolish frankness
such as that of The Mail and Empire, are the electors told how impos-
sible under existing conditions is a general tariff revision in the United
States. It is either reciprocity as a certainty now or a chance of lower
duties in 1913 if the Democrats win the next Presidential election."

NOTES DUE

After visiting the waterfront officially Judge Mabee of the Railway
Commission enjoyed a trip in the power boat Evelyn of the Dominion
Quarantine Department in charge of Dr. Tremayne.

. All Prince Rupert launch owners are delighted to see that the
Chairman of the all powerful Railway Board likes a launch trip, It
means that he must realise how magnificent are the opportunities for
power boat service here whether for pleasure or profit; and how certain
it is that Prince Rupert will soon possess a mosquito fleet second
to none on the American Continent. - Convinced by practical experience
of this, Judge Mabee s hardly likely to approve the idea so cheerfully
swallowed by all but three hesitating members of the city council
that Prince Rupert’s mosquito fleet can quite nicely be relegated
to the background in Shawatlans Passage, or anywhere out of sight,
no matter how inconveniently for launch owners and launch patrons,
Let Aldermen Hilditch, Douglas, and Newton wake up again and
take courage to renew the battle for the bays. Even late in the day
as it is, something m:y yet be dore to save safe harbors for the mos-
quito fleet within cesy reach of the business and residential centres.
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