TO THE PEOPLE OF CANADA

WOULD like to convey to the people of Canada the viewpoint of British Columbia in respect of our
economic and political relationship to Canada as a whole, with suggestions as to how this rt'luqlll‘mnhlp
can be very much improved not only for the good of British Columbia, but for the welfare of Canada
generally. | think it advisable to do so because | believe that the west understands the cast hetter than
the east understands the west. It is natural that this should be s0, as a considerable poriion of our popula-

tion originally came from the eastern provinces and consequently have first-hand knowledge of eastern
conditions.

British Columbia has been criticized in eastern Canada as having carried out extravagant undertakings
and as having moved too rapidly in social and welfare legislation, With regard to social and welfare legisla-
tion, we believe that the benefits which are being received more than outweigh the cost, It mayv be well
to note that other provinces and the Federal Government are now moving along similar legislative lines,

So far as extravagance in public undertakings is concerned, | think I mayv sav that our record in British
¥ Columbia will compare favourably with what has taken place in Canada as a whole, although this is not

necessarily a recommendation.

REDRESS DEMANDED . . . TRADE RESTRICTIONS .

‘ Ever since Confederation this l“‘o‘i“(“' has been suffering 7. Regional tariff adjustments or rmnlwnmlinn in lieu
under a number of disabilities of which our present position thereof
4 is the logical result.

| “. Adjustment of freight rates upon a basis of equality,
To remove these disabilities we intend to make representa-

/ s Y 4 : {dverse freight rates and tarifl restrictions have resulted in an
& tions to the next Dominion-Provineial conference, which we e c ,L : _—y het n British Columbi d
i _ . . (aarerse » 1INy O ralale as M'ifueen r s tumoia
assume will be held early after the General Election, along . ' : b an
_ : : 1 . . eastern {lr““fu of more than hfts I'HI,!IHH l‘ll"’l’lf‘ ﬂ“fl“ﬂl’\.
the following lines. and for the reasons stated herein: | .
”H\ tery lﬂl".t_n siimi LH\ IHH! Lo ’H' fl’ltll‘l‘ H’l ’i\ _fawrur.bl.
h# 4 l. Ih"! ll” s hh“”"l IM‘ a commission to "”"‘"h.r ill‘lll _furl i;’l’l ff'l’ll'h' fu.‘]t.'..'l N Hl’u’ Iy fmrrnu f!lg'\. '” f’ll'lf _\Mr. e

determine the claim of the province for read justment
of its relation to the Federal Government in respect to
matters arising out of the Terms of Union, and e i : | _ | _

den rlnplnrnt since Confederation. t 1s obvious that this condition « ,_Illlllll Hiflllllllr Illlil‘ﬁl‘l“d!,
' and let me here sav that notwithstanding our heavy un-
favourable trade balance with eastern Canada. British
Columbia has more than paid its own way in the Confedera-

tion of Canada by wav of direet contribution to the Dominion
lreasury.,

have been forced to buy in protected dear markets and to sell
tn rht-np competitive markets

s For a long period we have made representations to Ottawa in
| this and other matters concerning the Terms of Union
between Canada and the provinee, and during the past vear
the present Federal Government recognized the principle of

our claim and agreed to an additional interim pavment of \ R ] ;
¥ i March 31st last. The total of the previous subsidy and per rimary responsibility for unemployment relief rests
Py capita grant was £875.000 upon the Dominion. A national council should be set
’ up with which the provinces, and through the pro-
” The pe ita grants given to the provineces under the **British * R
& S C PO CRPILA ETants given 10 tae provind : _ vineces, the municipalities could co-operate,
: North America Aet™ were in lieu of customs and excise receipts Perh : 14 ; _
. which were surrendered to the Federal authority., From s a'r ”h“m;' "Th' SH% . I Y-
N1, Confederation to March 31st, 1934, the Dominion has received just what has been happening in Canada as a whale,
’J , In customs receipts in British Columbia approximatels LIVED ON CAPITAL
I £347.000.000, while this provincee has received in return ll} _ _ : _ :
way of subsidy a total of some $27,000.000. Ever since Confederation our periods of prosperity have heen
; A | A b periods of heavy capital expenditure. Indeed it may be said
. (r[{ \\ l \ I\ \I‘r""[ \ I ", > & @ 'llii‘ ill I‘llllhiilir,llllr nmiciasure w i h;|\r hffn li;i"‘ umn
Per capita grant of eighty cents per head, as fixed under the capital. Billions were spent upon railroads in anticipation of
- Terms of Union, was intended to make ample provision for increase of population and consequent increase of business.
L : | the cost of local services such as administration of justice, Concurrently, billions were spent upon private endeavour
i

education, hospitals. These services now cost the provinee
eight million dollars annually, while the annual per capita
grant received from the Dominion is less than six hundred

while there was a steady flow of immigration. Some two
billions were spent upon war,

thousand dollars. |'m|.n there is no l‘”lll[l.!’h‘llllr -.ulul;ll u-\;n-ntlllurr: |lllmlm-
o o a4 S S e S tion has been greatly restricted and external trade is less than
2. der.nlli‘:f.li nf ‘]:lrlu]l:-llull over sources of revenue hall of 1l = pnlL. \ nder suech conditions. need we he lllfpfild
J and taxation. that we have "”""'l'l“"""”'f

There must be alloecated to the prn\inrl' suflicient sources of
revenue to enable us to conduet public business in a self-

’ respecting manner, while jurisdiction must be placed bevond
L1
t

Canada, with s tremendous area. small population and great

variely of natural resources, must have an export market in
order to prosper,

' doubt so that we shall not be in the precarious position of ' B :
gt ¥ having our authority disputed in the Courts. ""“fhm“”. '.“”n‘ ”“'m‘f”i h? the United States have so far
¢ S o | : ; "R cut into British Columbia’s timber export business with that
3. There must I.w a refunding of capital obligatiorts to country, formerly our best customer. that we have beén
¥ secure lower interest rates. forced to look for new outlets. In Great Britain we have fﬂllﬂd
4. lepﬁ“iﬁ-.“;I-.1...-“I“.iu-juri.;lir[i“n-.in all matters timber and lumber markets., but these are rnlulnnﬂ_\ in
possible in order to prevent conflict. Agreement also Jeopardy by reason of keen competition from the Baltie
as 1o co-opcrative effort in all matters of common States and from Soviet Russia,
concern to the prn\i!zrf'- EIII!' lhl' “ulllilliﬁll. purliru- B B g >
larly in the marketing of products and upon what FARTFF HANDICAPS . . .
% may be termed “*social and welfare legislation®’. A\s an example of the handicap ereated by restridtive tariffs let
- ‘1 5. \Pt‘i'-'-zlr} ’ ;l]lil.ll fill‘ (ll'\f'lll]lll]f‘nl Uf lliﬂllrl‘ I"!‘Mj‘fl"l!h . I:p T"..T: ”N‘-‘ '!“.“;'"{ ITJ'II:III 'l*-'l‘l'l"llu.-ll Oon lhl‘ "ur|ﬁp (Mil.
' and puhlir works should be made atailahh to d',' ;pfm nlc:m | |-_ 1nng l»::-.u.l- operating in the same waters L L)
| : provinces at lowest possible cost. | BN | i.‘mm...m n-l.lf- receive two cents per pound more for halibyt
4 | AR than the Canadian boats,
&, \bsorption of the Pacific Great Eastern Railway in}o s , _ :
* the Canadian National svstem. ; This provinee simply must be able 1o dispose of its rimary

‘ , : o : saproducts—timber, metals, fish, fur and agricultur n order

| PROBLEM OF P.G.E. ... o prosper.

: We have constantly pressed our claims for the taking over of Tarifl ad _ ' o o * Poy
l. : ' this railroad by the Canadian National Railwav. s aciusiments, however, take time, and meantime what
| ' ; are we going to do with the problem of unemployment, whieh

‘{: f"nmf-lhirl}-fuur railroads have been taken over in other paris is the most diflicult ||rn|:|rm immediatels far;ng us?

of Canada and amalgamated with the Canadian National L g ; '

. system. More than a quarter of a billion dollars has been lh_-m-h Columbia has probably been under greater handicap
"‘" spent upon canals on the general eredit of Canada. The with .r"_*'-'-‘”'] to unemployment than any other province in the
. Hudson's |L:} l{uiluu} was built on the general credit of ‘_'”"‘”'fl““- by reason of 1”"' fact that nearly one<third of the

u Canada. I am not mentioning these things by wav of criticism. i'””"!‘_' '.” homeless e Dy (-anada who are on relief migrated
| but to make clear our own position in respect of the Pacific to British Columbia. Their presence here undoubtedly created
l Great Eastern, which is responsible for nearly half of our great discord and unrest in the minds of the population

net debt. generally, This has been very trving to industry as a whole.

The Pacific Great Eastern Railway had an agreement with On many occasions | have pointed out that private endeavour
the Grand Trunk Pacific, which is now a part of the Canadian has done as much as it can in the re-employment of labour,
National system, under which all traffic originating in eastern and | have frequently suggested to the Dominion Government,
Canada destined for the port of Vancouver was to be routed and suggest here, that in order to meet the present emergent
over the Pacific Great Fastern. With the amalgamation of conditions of ut‘.r-nlp'h_\r:li*lll. the Dominion ‘HHPI‘“I’IIGI\(
the Grand Trunk Pacific and the Canadian Northern into the should advance money to the various provinces to undertake

‘ (,a[]u[liu]] \uli(jfli'_l l{ail'ﬂ,u} 'l‘lp |N’]lf"i' “r thih agr‘:'-l]“-tlt was f‘h‘f'fl'ial ﬂlll] 'li'hirilllli' ll'lll‘ll" hﬂl"\'- 1o ll'l '“'l Ihillﬂl, lllllﬂﬂl).

lost because traflic originating on the Grand Trunk Pacifie to meet a growing publie need and to provide employment
destined for the port of Vancouver is now routed over the instead of the present '|"”I“l'il|il.itll.' method of relief.
Canadian Northern section of the Canadian National Railwav. : Vi e ..
The Province of British Columbia had nothing to do with the PUBLIC WORKS NEEDED . . .
amalgamation of the Canadian Northern and the Grand There are innumerable directions for
Trunk systems, and when the Grand Trunk Pacific was taken deavour. In our own province money is badly needed for roads,
into the Canadian National svetem the agreement with the bridges and mining trails. School accommodation has not

Pacifie Great Fastern “mh‘aj‘ should have been taken inte Iu-pl parce with scehool |m|r|i|ulinn. ”nhpilulh and other honltb
consideration—but it was not.

prnﬁl able pu bliec en-

institutions require money, our penal institutions likewise.
A\l\ L‘,\\l \.I.l(,\ \‘)l(l'rr Th('l‘i‘ THIIEE -....il} f"r .rf'f“f"“'fllfi*’lll. ||". llllihling 0' water.
F . AN . » > ' works and other essential municipal undertakings. These are
Whatever our legal elaims mayv be, there is no doubt that we all of a necessary character so far as this provincee is concerned,
hﬂ‘l? an llll.‘.l'-*-:.ii'ilhli' nmrul rluim uml lhﬂl th Pﬂl‘iﬁl' (;rf'al hhil(‘ Mmones n||'||(| |pr1||i|;|l.|\ |"- ...',.-'” i" "||".r ‘li".‘.'i"“‘ ll.ll"h
| Eastern should be taken over by the Canadian National as urban beautification and park development,
Railway and amalgamated with that svstem. We have sug-
| gested to the Dominion Government that this road should be ! hn?r suggested 1o the Dominjon Government that these
| taken over at 1ts replacement value which. at the present monies should be loaned to the provinces without interest,
value of the dollar. would be less than half of what it has but that the monies should be ri-p:litl Ip) the prtnint'eﬂ dul’in'
| cost the province, the anticipated lifetime of the work. This suggestion has been
called inflationary, but I venture to think that as we have the
I am glad to say that, due to mineral development, the Pacific resources and the manpower, and there exists the need for

Great Eastern Railway is upon a much be
than existed some Vears ago. This deve
tracts of timber tributary to the line and capable of maintain-

ing pulp and paper industrial endeavour upon a large scale
in perpetuity, assures the future of the railroad.

tter financial basis
lopment, and the large

lh(‘ df’\ Plnpnlrnl nf llli'*-l' resources nntl Ihl* |lrnfllll|ilt (0L 1 Of
this manpower, that it is not an insuperable task to bring the
two together, and it seems to me that it is ourduty todo so in

order to preserve the manhood of our country and the integrity
of our institutions,
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