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To Interest them, to keep their eyes

end cars awayv from the low-water |
orgy of the reef, he explained to them |
the caplillary action of the oll. Al| age’’
though they had learnt these things |
in school they had not realized the|

exactness of the statement that ofil/|

coes not burn, but must first be oon-
verted into gas by the application of |

heat. On the Gulf Rock there were'
nearly 3,000 gallons of colza oll ltu!‘&d1
in the tunks beneath, colza being used |
in preference to paraflin because 1t

wus safer, and there wasg no storage

accommodation apart from the light. |

LLouse.

Hequiring much greater heat than |
minera! oil to produce in."llrmnahle_!
gas, the colza had to be forced by |
heavy pressure in the cistern right up

10 the edge of the wicks, and made to

fow evenly over the rims of the burn- |

pr, else the flerce flame would eat the
metal discs as well

tHie read them a little lecture on the |
rival claims of gas and electricity, and |
| weather, and he bent agaln over Lhe
| record of the equinoctial gale in 18¥1,

cemonstrated how dazzlingly brilliant
the latter could be on a dark, clear
night by showing them the fine light
on the Lizard.

“But In hazy weather the oil wins.”
he sald, with the proper pride of every
man in his own engine. *“Fishermen
salling into Penzance along a course
equidistant from the two points tell
me that if they can see anything at all
on a fogey night they invariably cateh
g dull yellow radiance from the rock,
whilst the Lizard is invisible. The

' oll has more penetrative power, Its

chemical combination {8 nearer the

- mean of nature's resources.”

At the proper time he banished
them to the kitchen te prepare din.
ner, a feast diverted from the hour of

' npoon by the chances of the day. He

pdopted every expedient to keep ithem
busy, to tire them physically and
mentally, to render them 80 exhausted
that they would sleep in blissful calm

- through the ordeal to come.

Ag ha could not leave the lamp, and

' they refused to eat apart from him,

the dinner, in three courses, was a

 breathless affalr. Going up and down

five flights of stairs with soup, joint
and pudding, whilst one carried the

- tray and the other swung a hand li:lm-I

tern in front, required time and exer
tion. They were cheerful as grigs

- Oover |t

Enid, whose turn it was to bring up
the plates of taploca, pleaded gullty

to a slight sensation of nervousness.

"~ coula not help remembering”

' she sald, “what an awful lot of dark

iron ste there were beneath me. |

felt as If something were creeping up
' quickly behind to grab me by the
ankles.”

“You should go up and down three
times in the dark,” was Brand's re
cipe. “When you quitted the door

' level for the third ascent you would

ceassé to worry about {mpossible

-] grabs.”

Constange looked at her wateh.
“Only elght o'clock! What a long

day JL has been.” she commented.

four hours of the first slgns of the Well wer

hurricane the Channel was practicable
for small crafi A fisherman reports
that the coast I8 strewn with wreck

Brand mused over the entries for a
while With his nigit glasses heo
peered long into the teeth Of the
growing storm to see |l he could find
the double flagh of the magnificent
light on the Dishop Rock, one of the
Atlantic breakwaters of the BScllly
Isles It was fully thirty-five milies
distant, but it flung its radiance over
the waters from a height of 148 feet,
and the Gulf Rock lamp stood 130 feet
above high-water mark., A landsman
would not have distingulshed even
the nearer revolutions of the St. Agues
light, especially in the prevalent
gloom, and wisps of spindrift were
already striking the lantern and blur
ring the glass

Nevertheless, he caught the quick
flashes reflected from clouds low, but
unbroken. As vet, there was a chance
of the incoming tide bringing better

Soon he abandoned this hope The
growing thundel of the reef as the
tide advanced gave the first unmis
takable warning of what was Lo come,
As & mere matter of nolse the reef
roared its loudest at half-tide. Hi
understood now that a gale had swept
across the Atlantic in an Irregular
track Howsoever the winds may
rage the tides remaln steadfast, and
the great waves now rushing up from
the west were actually harbingers of
the flerce blast which had created
them,

Of course, the threatened turmoll
in no wise dilsconcerted him. It
might be that the rock would remaln
inaccessible during many days. In
that event the girls would take the
watch after the lamp was extingulsh.
ed and they must learn to endure the
monotony and discomforts of exis
tence in a storm-bound lighthouse,
They would be nervous unguestion
ably-—perhaps he had forgotten how
nervous—but Brand was a phlio
sopher, and at present he was most
taken up with wonderment at the
curious blend of circumstances which
resulted in thelr presence on the rock
that night.

Ha! A tremor shook the great plk
lar., He heard without the frenzied
shriek of the first repulsed roller
which flung itself on the sleek and
rounded wall. Would the girls sleep
through the next few hours? FPos
sibly, If awake, they would attribute
the vibration of the column to the
wind, He trusted it might be 80,
Shut in as they were, they could nol
distinguish sounds. Everything to
them would be a confused hum, with
an occasional shiver as the granite
braced its mighty heart to resist the
enemy.

But what new note was this in the
outer chaos? An ordinary gale shud
dered and whistled and chanted 1ts
way past the lantern in varying tones,
It sang, It piped, it bellowed, It played
ou klaut reeds apd crashed with gy
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