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May your Christmas be
sweetened by hanpiness that will be

prolonggd throughout the New Year.
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the ful! blessings of

great is the spirit of
Christmas that brings to

every heart—Peace, Good
Will...and Love towards all

mankind. May you enjoy

WAy you enjoy this
mas with loads

of goed cheer and
nippy friendships.
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Prince Rupert Daily News

Monday, December 24 1951

Christmas 1908 . .

L]
(By W. 1. R.) IN PRINCF RUPERT
Prince Rupert had a popula- mean a lack of seasonable fare

$38 i

earlier, there could be found not
more than 150, Evervone was an
optimist,

“And 1'l] wager.,” said
Trunk Pacific official.
pocketed a newspaper just in
iromm Vancouver. “that before
1910 we wil] have 6500 here.”

Christmas, 43 years ago, was
rejoicing, feasting, gift-
giving and roseate visions. There
was nothing attractive, encour-
particularly cheering
be seen anvwhere. For miles
the newly cleared townsite was
an expanse stumps, occa-
nal trees and here and there
uidering debris. The rest was
mu:Keg, with here and there a
But there was. in the
handlul of pioneers, the spirit of

a Grand
as he
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an unshaken cer-
tainty of switt growth. Youth.
LIOL A2+ preaoiiinaieda in I}l'“lL'L'
Weather, in 1908, was not un-
Lke wnat 1t 1s today. But you
diGir ¢ Ples up a phone and
have a chummy little exchange
op.uon or pass along a bit
news. For there was not such
vadadl, dS A4 W CPuIONe 1IN town
\ vinter twilight came
garsaness foiowed. It was
b If NotL an absolute neces-
calry a flasii.ght, Good
coal oil lamps provided satisfac-
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We wish We _
wish we y
_ wish you all
the joy and ;
erriment of :
Se€ason )
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]t 18 our fervcnl
I'mp: that the

;--“"f Christmas bells ring
:’\, in a scason filled :
"‘A . {;
I with happincu L 8
i and ﬁuﬂd will for "{
i -
all our friends.
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ti 690 on Christmas Day
1908. On the same day a year

They lived well.

A train service was six years
away and boats were compara-
tively few but somewhere there
must have been first class man-
agement possessing forethought
and energy.

Under every roof and in every
tent was a Christmas dinner not
surpassed anywhere. Prince Ru-
pert had no water department.
yet there was a super-abundance
bucket-drawn from the muskeg
holes. And as for lighting facil-
ities, there was no dim hearth
or table and al] doubly bright-
ened by the laughter and mer-
riment of a eroup of trail-find-

ers who were helping lay the
foundations of a city to be.
Something has been said

about Christmas weather more
than 40 years ago. It had, as
usual, unrivalled variety and
startling changes and con-
trasts, With the hohdavs near,
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George, however recovered Christmas 1908 saw a boar
his property afler acceplng ,f trade with a membersnip

the incident along with a few

phile
Pri

and two school teachers in 1908 lJawyers, four tallors, physiclans
and 50 stockings, it may well and hundreds of strangers try-
be believed, were [llled to over- jng to establish themselves
flowing, An enhanced popuiation how-
There were four churches—or| .. wo¢ something the GTP
perhaps it had better be h‘ti.d' head executive did not encour-
four plain lttle bulldings Inj .. thic attitude being main-
vhich congregations gathered— | .inaq yntil after the sale of
to hear discourses in Kkeeping lots
with the day and share In the Christmas 1908 saw the last
;if__‘_*_ﬂ_#‘_'l familiar music. 0of the era that started Prince m
On this Christmas, so 10ng|Rypert toward normal, conven- ay your Holiday Season be brightened
ago, orderly conduct was SOMe- | tinnay life. Those few first Vears ne
thing that could not but be were rugged and intrepid and byfriondsyoucorofordearly and friend
noticed, In fact, months would those who lived through them : Bada
pass with no crime recorded. were the original pioneers. Gen- who care for you—and may the pleasur
[here were public houses de- erally speaking, they looked af- .
scrived  as  clder joints” butlitap themselves and, i they had of these "i""d‘hip" remoin with you
these could not be regarded 4s initiative, so much the better -
a menace to morals | They were generous, law-abid- all through the coming New Yeqr
in 1908 30 per cent of the first) ing, humorous, hard working. ]
hundred miles of the Grand|and with profound faith in the
lrunk Pacific Rallway out of| future. They sent $850 to the ABEL & ODOWFS LTD
Prince Rupert had been graded. | stricken people of Fernie when : ;
Ihe dawning of New Year|fire wiped out that city. S8oon Mens weo'
vitnessed interest in the new |the mayor of Fernie, Fred Stork
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anc patrons our heart-felt greetings and to wish them

. Puaem

——

- & ‘fipl

| a 70-mile gale roared through | this time that ILs naume wu:
the forests and blew a meat | chosen. 'I‘l;t' final t'h.ull‘t' LOOK
market owned by George Mor- {{he_ form of a competitior. the

clean across the harbor. winner being a winnipeg airl

46. a dozen real estate

wsophical remarks. erage tent and

ice Rupert had 50 chiidren

olfices, a

terminal
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¢ have come to the end of another yea

with those whose confidence and good will we value so highly.

Once more it becomes our pleasure to send our {riends

a Christmas abundant with good cheer...one that will
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ing company, four barbers, four

came Lo Prince Rupert to be this
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r of pleasant associations
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