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THE SHIP SUBSIDY

It is quite the natural thing for the government of-
ficials to say that it is still uncertain whether Prince Ru-
pert gets a ship subsidy or not. They will not commit
themselves until 1t is tound that they can get a reason-
able rate. It would not be good business to do so. They
have taken the first step which is to call for tenders. The
next step will be to consider the tenders and, if the bids
are anywhere around the rate they have been led to ex-
pect, they will let the contract.

AWAY TO A GOOD START

It is near the end of January and it is evident to ev-
eryone that we are now away to a good start. An 1n-
portant thing is that the estimates for the defence depart-
ment have been tabled and that the sum of $327,000 has
been placed there in for the purpose of establishing an air
hase at Prince Rupert with other money for Queen Char-
lotte Islands. This it is understood is only the firstiinstal-
ment. The total cost of the air base 1s expected to be at
least twice that amount. The present government is com-
mitted to this project so it seems very probable that there
will be other large expenditures here for this purpose, in-
suring .a good payroll in the city, not only during the con-
struction period but also a good payroll as soon as the
p&a_nes are located here permanently. It is estimated that
the number of permanent employees will be from 150 to
200 after the base is completed.

The first step was placing the amount in the esti-
mates. ‘The next step will he"the passing of the estimates
and the third the carrying out of the work.

Other projects announced or under way include the
building of the fortifications at the mouth of the harbor,
the subsidizing of ships plying out of this harbor, continu-
ation of hoespital construction and the carrying out of new
work such as the Dybhavn & Hanson new building on
Third Avenue. Other buildings are being planned and
changes made, all of which indicate a healthy condition
locallv. The spending of $10,000 on waterworks renewal
will also prove an important work.

We are strongly of opinion that a warning should be
piven that there is plenty of labor in Prince Rupert to car-
rv out all projects that are in sight. However with a
reasonable amount of highway work and home building
that ig sure to follow the commencement of the projects,
Prince Rupert people who have been on relief should all
find work during the coming season.

RISING TIDE OF DEFENCE

Quebec. which for years was looked upon as the
et vmhlin e black to proner defence measures, 1s now said
to be falling in line and is just as keen on defence as it for-
merly was against militarism of any kind. This is largely
the result of Munich. Today, although no formal vote has
heen taken, the government of Ottawa feels it has a man-
date to defend the country to the limit. The idea is sweep-
ing the country from end to end. Parliament, evidently,
will vote almost anv amount of money for the purpose
that the government asks. Fifty million dollars this year
is the sum suggested. It is a tremendous change in face
for a country like Canada but it is in line with world
thought and particularly with other countries of the Bri-
tish Empire.
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MacKenzie’s Furniture Economy Store

“Where Dollars Mave Morf
4-Piece Bedroom Suite
Bﬂdﬂwtﬂ:td,. Vanity, Chiffonier and $75 00

Quality Groceries—Fresh
ODD CHIFFONIERS — "
Wainut finish s'o'oo

Fruils and Vegetahies
g - Terms Arranged
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| GOLD SEAL
Fancy Red Sockeye

FROM THT WORLD'S FINESY FUEL | i
| PINK SEAL

Finest Pink Salmop

Nanaimo-Wellington Alberta Foothills
and Bulkley Valley Coal

Philpott Evitt & Co. Ltd. ssaning swempay v7 0’y

Telephone 651 or 652 Prince Ruperi




