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Almost dany morning we can hear the birds cnirruping |

and singing in the trees, They carry on whether there is
a war in Europe or not. It is all the same to them. So it
18 with the flowers. They bloom as usual if not even het-
ter than usual.

A Londoner writing in a small magazine published in
England says: “I do not remember any yvear in which flow -
ers meant more to us, whether the splashes of color in the
flower shops or the barrows of the street-sellers or the
early spring flowers in the park London is 2 very drab
place owing to the A.R.P. measures. The large number
of empty houses and the mounds of sand hags, the canvas
of which is rotting owing to exposure, are very depressing
and then suddenly one comes across the dazzling beauty
of a hand-cart covered with tulips, daffodils, fresias and
Irises—most of them British grown. In the process of ac-
customing our minds to the prospect of a long drawn out
war one 1s apt to forget that even Hitler and Stalin cannot
blot out all the Joys of existence. The snowdrops at the
east end of the Serpentine have looked extra strong (his’
vear. They at least did not mind the severe winter.
“atches of golden crocuses on the mounds of grass near
the Albert Memorial never looked more lovely,” '

S0 1n Prince Rupert the gardens are better than ever
and those who cannot offer their services to the country
will do well to consider whether beautification at home in
preparation for the home coming of the fighters might not
be an important phase of war-time activities, The sold-
lers sing as they go to war and there is no reason why any

of us should, be, sad vAen we know they are fighting in so'
noble a cause, '

TESTING OPINION

lvidently the President of the United States is test-
Ing public opinion as to whether or not 1t would be wise to
offer for a third term. He is putting it up to the people in:
the primaries and, if it is found that he 18 the unanimous
or almost unanimous choice, he may allow himself to be
nominated, Just now it seems likely that he will be the
democratic candidate and he stands a good chance of be-
Ing elected. Yet many things may happen before the au-.
tumn. The country may be at war by that time.,
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