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ive Fascist Warshlps Some

Powerful Cruisers, Are Sunk
In Great lonian Sea Battle

ALEXANDRIA, March 31
flagship of the British Medite rranean fleet at Alexandria,
and a squadron of other of Britain's fighting ships parad-
ed iInto port today apparently unscathed after the victor-
Battle of the lonian Sea In which at least five Italian
warships sank under their bl: zing g1 NS,

ost to British was Only Two Missing Airplanes—Nine
Hundred or more Italian and German Officers
and Seamen Taken

THE SCORE

Five Italian warships and possibly eight lost.

Three ltalian airceraft lost.

than 900 Itahian and German seamen t
hundreds drowned.

mm alreraft missing.

No British :-ihl]l:u hit.

LN Dantd = o . - .

No British casualties.
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(CP)—H.M.S. Warspite,

}"t“li‘]('?* .~ii11]+~.ill_l'

three and possibly four of Italy's
jargest crulsers and two, and ]ji"—

haps three destrovers, the British LINE TO
fleet scored three torpedo hits on
the crack new Italian battleship

worip, leaving this great 35.000- CAPITAL

tonner badly damaged For the
Iallans {t was another stunning
plow as a result of which the Fas CUT OFF
cist clalms of mastery of the Meri
lerranean 18 now a definite mvth

In this—another epic in the an-
nals of Britin's sea fighters— fif- British Forces Now In Fair Way
teen-inth guns of the British bat- To Capture Addis Ababa—
tleshipg turned the Italian cruisers Closing On Asmara
Nto a mass of flames when the
Fascist fleet was surprised while
neading eastward in the Mediter- NAIROBI, Kenya Colony, Maroh
ranean last Fridas iy CP Diredawa on the Addis

All the 11[1[1;1“ ;.,':,;[a. L na DOS: iblv Ababa- Dirbut) ﬂal]\k;l}' has been In
another eruiser went down in two Biuitish hanas since Sacurday, I
hours between 10 o'clock and mid- was announced officially today
ght Friday night. This puts the British forces only

In addition three German air- 200 miles easi by railroad from the
craft were shot down and more Ethio) capital and in control
than 900 Italian and German of- of the only rall ad link between
thi'r;. and seamen were taken ;11'1~.- that city and the coast. T\his means
One|] Hundreds more enemy Sea taal he British ]IIl;h‘l'lil. forces
men would have been rescued had are now in a position to cut ofl
not their dive-bombing planes pre- Addis Ababa entirely
vented it -

No British warship was hit and ¢ ¢ ¢ @ ¢ ¢ & & ¢ ¢ ¢
there were no casualties on any 4 *
British surface vessel although two w S :

British aircraft are missing ar eerceS &

Rome admits officiallyv the loss D H I
of five Italian warships but claims rlve ere S -
mistakenly to have sunk one Bri- | N 0 T
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MANY SHIPS
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25 Panish Vrevnls in
VYarions Ports

WASHINCTON, March 31.—
The T'rited States government
has seized 28 Italian, two (ver-
man and 35
VEesSe s

Danish merchant
which have
ir American perts

been lyving
The Cer-
and itai‘an shine will he
ntaced 'n the
vire and the
furned aver

Thi

when

mapr;

imevican ser-
D2ni<h he
to Great Britain.,
move started Saturday
the United States gov-
ernm~nt ordered guards
el iwentv-eight Itahan
ships in American
ports to prevent Halian erews

will

nost-

on

VArinus

from sabotaging the engines
of the vessels, Already some
cases of self-inflicted sabheo-

tage had been reported, five
vessels having been so dam-
aged at Newark gy liring dry
boilers, stripping turbines and
other means. Evidently, the
Italians were fearful that the
shipe might fall iy eneny
hands Baltimore and Wil-
mingion are among ports
where guards had been posied
to Italian ships.

A preliminary inspection
showed almost all the Italian
vessels taken over had already
been rendered useless by sa-
botage.

The lightning action of the
United States in taking over
{he 65 merchantmen in Amer-
ican ports is expected today to
develop into a hemisphere-
wide move to thwart the de-
parture or sabotage ol long-
idle Axis vessels,

The Costa Rican govern-
mient arrested crews of the
German freighter Eisenach
and the Italian liner Fella
which were anchored at "un-
ta Arenas when they set their
ships afire this morning. . The
Fisenach is a 4100- ton vessel
and the Fella, well known on
the British Columbia coast, is

5600 tons.

AIMED AT
~ WARSHIPS

e mm

'Royal Air Force Endeavouring To
i Get Big German Battleships
Scharnhorst And Gneisnau
At Brest

— - e ——.
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i LONDON, March 31:
"11 Air Force bombers and fighters
blaxted the French invasion coast
land German Channel shipping to-
day‘in a fiery follow-up of a night
raid son the Nazi battleship
Scharnhorst and Gneisnau at
Brest. The British planes set afire
};.md blasted the docks at which
the two big warships lay but no
claim was made to having actually
hit the vessels.

| The air over Dover
“hummed” throughout the morn-
ing and early afternoon with Bri-
tish planes and falling bombs were
'plainly heard this side of the

Channel.
Rarlier in the day the Alr Minis-

afire and sinking off Le Havre.

lAu Force during the night,
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try reported two German i.anke'rs10d by union garage mechanics, ser-
|vue~, of five bus feeder lines of the

Calais was also hit by the Royal | British Columbia Electric Railway
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Rout At Sea Complete

DISNEY INFLUENCE ON AFRICAN WAR FRONT
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GREAT BRITISH VICTORY

LONDDN-The Admiralty

annmnees toflay that seven

italian warships had been sunk as a result of the running battle
with a British naval squadron in the Eastern Mediterranean al

the weck-end with loss of only
torious British squadron has returned (o Alexandria.

1000 Malian survivers picked up
ners.

e = =

The vic-
Amang
were German officers and gun-

two British planes.

—— -

C \\IPAI(.\ SUCCESSFUL

CAIRO-—The fierce drive

of the British to clean up the

East African campaign continues with marked success, Falling
hack irom captured Cheren to Asmara in Eritrea, 3775 prison-

ers including 68 Fascist officers,
is taken, the important port of

Once Ascara
easily follow,

have been taken,
Massuwa should

The Italians have already abandoned Diradawa, Important rail-
way point on the way to Addis Ababa in Ethiopia.

NO FURTHER WORD
LONDON—There is no further word as to the naval battle
between British and Italian naval units in the Eastern Mediler-

rancan,

Axis claims are that German planes hit a British air-

craft carrier and that Italian planes torpedoed a British cruiser.
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LUFTWAFFE ATTACKS LIGHT

LONDON—The Luftwaffe

started a sumber of fires in the Bristo]l area.

came over Saturday night and
London had its

first air raid alarm in nine nights. Enemy ac tivity was light over
the British Isles generally although some damage was done In

Bristol area,
age was small and no casualties

There were only minor Nazi raids last night, Dam-

swere reported,

JAPANESE SUFFER REVERSE

VHUNGKING— Seventy persons of a Japanese division

and an entire brigade have been
A Japanese Major-General and

been slain.,

BIG GUNS

LONDON— With brilliant sunshine prevailing, German

wiped out in Changsi province,
two Lieutenant-Generals have

AGAIN |

long range guns were firing across the Straits into the Dover '
area today but there were no immediate reports of damage or |

casualties.

BRITISH VS. FRENCH

GIBRALTAR—British warships and French shoe batter- 'l
ies of Algeria exchanged fire yesterday, The incident occurred |
when the French batteries opened up on British vessels which

were stopping a convoy,

Vancouver Bus
Services Tied

Drivers Refuse to Operate Vehicles |Arrangements Being Instituted For

which Were Not Serviced by

Union Mechanics |

t

VANCOUVER, March 31.--As .'«.1l
result of bus drivers refusing to op-
erate busses which were not servic-

0, have been 1*d up. The services |

|
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STRIKE SETTLED
JOHNSTOWN, Pa.— The

big
strike of the C.1.0. at the Beth-

ichem steel plant was settled
vesterday and the men returned
to work tomorrow. Other big
strikes in the country are heing
settled as a result of activities of
the Federal Mediation Board.

CONFER ON FOOD

VICHY —IU'nited States Ambas-
sador William D. Leahy confer-
red with French Vice-Premier
Darlan over the food situnation
and Darlan then left for Paris
where exvrected o meel
Foreizn Minister Mat-

ne  1s
Jaranese
suonka.

ROOSEVELT LANDS

FORT EVERGLADES, Florida--
President Roosevelt landed here
foday after his fishing cruise. In
an address last night Roosevelt
urced Americans of every creed
to stand united against aggres-
sors who would attain to world
demination,

- | ——

RIBBENTROP'S OFFER
BERLIN—Foreign Minister Jo-
achim von Ribbentrop has offer-
ed to give Croatia a part of
(zechoslovakia if she breaks away
from loyal YugoSlavia and joins
the Axis,

- o ——

EDEN IN ATHENS
ATHENS — Foreign Secretary
Anthony Eden of Great Britain
arrived here today.

SINGAPORE REINFORCED

SINGAPORE—AIr, artillery and
mechanized reinforcements ar-
rived over the week-end for the
British forces at Singapore,
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Vancouver Plans

May Black-out
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A. R. P Test
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VANCOUVER, March 31:—Van-

couver is planning to stage a test -
'I'
|

Sugar Price
is Increased .’

.|.

' LAY -l-
OTTAWA., March 31: (CP)— *
Definite indication that the -l'
present excise tax of one cent -I'

per pound on sugar will be in-

creased to two in the 1941-42 1‘
budget was seen today in an -l'
announcemo2r.t that the sugar @
price at the refineries will be
increased one cent per pound ¥

black-out in May.
____|% today. There will be an in- ®
'# crease of one cent to the gen- #
affected are Grandview, F.enl'rew.:-l- eral public, it is expected. +
Cambie Street, Granville South and % +
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RESISTING
JUGOSLAVIA
SITS TICHT

Relations With Germany Further
Deteriorating—Berlin Issues
Warning—Looks Like War

——

NAZI ULTIMATUM St ON
BELGRADE, March 31: CP)—
A German spokesman a seried
today that Germany imteids to
wait only until the last evacuee
l leaves YugoSlavia before serving
- an ultimatum with a shor!t time
limit demanding demobliation
' of the YugoSlayv armv., Mi Inight
tonight is reported withou! con-

- ——

| firmation to bhe the deadiine for
all German nationals 1o leave
| the country. The German lega-

| tion secretary said that German
Minister von Heeren was lraving
| Belgrade for Berlin.

BELGRADE, March 31.-—- Rela-
tions between YugoSlavia arnd Ger-
many are deteriorating furiher to-

.day, With YugoSlav frontier de-
fences being heavily reiiforced
against attack and the arm ;/ being
mobilized to full strength, 1l Ger-
man national have been orc ered to
leave for home immediately. Ger-
man and Italian legatiors are
burning their records in pre para-
tion for leaving. With Yus ;Slavia
evidently having no inten ion of

ratifying the Axis pact as ai: ned on
behalf of the country last 1\ eek by

the deposed Premier Cvetko ic, the
country is making preparat.ons for
war.
Premier Dusan Simovic ssued
a proclamation tonight de« aring
that “army, navy and air force
are ready to do their dut: ' and
| calling on all civil officia’; and
clergymen "to “remain at vour
posts no matter wwhat ha' ens.”
Simultaneously police wit' car-
bines surrounded the Be grade
railway stations forbiddir  en-
trance to persons intend 2 to
leave the citv Anti-aireraf guns
are being rapidly mount:d in
Belgrade.
An official spokesman for the
German government today s lemn-

ly warned YugoSlavia again:t fur-
ther “insults and hostiie act: which
might endanger the prestige of the
Reich.” The spokesman sa 1 that
Germany was watching the situa-
tion in YugoSlavia with e iraor-
dinary attention” and had ¢lready
exercised ‘“unparalled tc rance
and consideration” which, h wever,
could not be expected to ccatinue
indefinitely, Berlin reported Iur-
ther anti-Berman outbreaks
grade and many other cen'res
Serbia. these being allegecd y en-
couraged by the new YugoSlav g
‘vmmf‘nt
It was reported that the Yugo-
Slav diplomatic representai.ve 10
Berlin had already left br was leav-
ing Germany for home.

A special train left Belgrade 1«
day with German refugecs

In Ankara negotia‘ions Db
YugoSlavia and Turkey Lay

T
.1}'

|
i P

LWeen

DEeecn

cpened with YugoSiavia AskKing
Turkey for military co-opera ion in
ithe event that war with Germany
'cannot be averted.

| All deliveries ol oil from Ge *‘H‘nw-
‘controlled Rumania lo Yug: Slavia

have been halted,
|  Except for one point, the entire
' YugoSlav frontier with Germany
has been closed.

Such are some of the latost de-
‘velopments in the YugoSlay-Ger-
*man situation,

Three Kllled A“ld
Two Are Injur:d
In Cobourg Crsh

!

COBOURG, Ontario, March 31.—
Threg persogs were killed 2 1d two
mjured in an automoebile crach nea:
LIS LoWw. 1dﬁ$\ R
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