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ATTLE OF PACIFIC—

BRITISH WITHDRAWING
FURTHER IN MALAYA;
LULL IN PHILIPPINES

ppanese Evidently Planning for Full Dress Invasion of
Netherlands East Indies—Chinese Offensive
yright Spot of Far East Picture—
R.ALF. Active,

UNSING MONSTER TANKS

Japanese troops, led by monster tanks. were
claimed n an official Tokyo broadcast today to have
driven to within ten miles of Kuala Lumpur, 210
miles north of Singapore. At the same time field dis-
patches claimed that a general offensive was hegun
arly this morning in the southern part of the city,
British Far kast headquarters tersely announced
that battle-wearied Imperial troops had withdrawn
farther south from the latest defence lines north of
Kuala Lumpur, but no details were given. As an
ominous lull in the Philippines suggested that a zero
hour might be approaching, Batavia believed that

major Japanese offensive was imminent against the
Netheriands East Indies where there have bheen per-
sistent enemy reconnaissance flights and outside at-
tacks. However, the defence forces of the Nether-
lands East Indies are said to be well organized and
there is bhelieved to be little fifth column danger.
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ESCAPED HONG KONG 'b‘teamcr Ruth Alexander Victim
VICTORIA — Mr. and Mrs. A, | of Enemy Action in
L. Marchant received a cable . Far East.
vesterday conveying the good Messages From United States Are
news that their son. Allan Mar- WASHINGTON, Jan. 10 The Dropped On Paris and
chant, had escaped safely from |sleamer Ruth Alexander, for years
Hong Kongz where he had been & popular vessel on the Pacific WASHINGTON, DC., Jal
serving with the Canadian “or- oast run between British Colum-< | A paper barrage from thi
Ces. bia, Puget Sound and California, been dropped on occupied
has been sunk by enemy action by the Roval Air Force on
JUDGE IN ADMIRALTY off the Dutch East Indies, the of the United Stal i
VANCOUVER — M Tustice (United States Navy announces ol a dis.ribuiion of “Uni
Svdney Smith of the Supreme ON member of the crew was kill- | Leaflet N 1" contain
Court of British Columbia has €d and four injured All others 2e of hope and e
been appointed judge in admir- | ©Scaped. from Pr -aent Franklin D
alty in succession to the late vell in the Pal I
Mr. Justice M. A. MacDonald. callels were dropped and
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| | E Country and the peace,
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place here today of Dr. W. A. , BELGRACE, Jan. 10:—Ruman- NEW S'I' AND
McTavish, well known Vancou- |jan soldiers, failing to turn in

ver physician and surgeon, and thelr guns when ordered to do .so
of Mrs. William Telforda., a cil- by the Nazi forces of occupation,
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Prince Rupert Men, From
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Nazi Forces In Libya Expected to |
Aghella—To l

Fall Back on El

Reich Is Prepared For

Jolt By Press Chief As
Russ War Goes Awry

HLITARY SITUATION NOT ONLY “SERIOUS” BUT

“CRITICAL"—-REVOLUTION IS DENIED—
RUSSIA DRIVING WESTWARD.

The German propaganda department in Berlin
admits that military operations of the Reich have en-
tered not only a “serious” but a “critical” stage, all
(i‘.rorman newspapers publishing statements to this
effect.

Chancellor Adolf Hitler’'s own press chief pre-
pared the German nation for a jolt today hy selemnly
acknowledging that Nazi military operations “have
reached an extremely serious and indeed eritical
phase” as the Russians swept on to new triumphs.

The statement came from Dr. Otto Dietrich and
was published in all German newspapers as advices
from “somewhere on the German frontier.” It said
that persistent reports of incipient revolution in Ger-
many coinciding with the debacle on the Russian
war front had impelled the German Foreign Office
to 1ssue a denial. Foreign correspondents were call-
ed from their beds one night last week and told
of the reports and given the official denial. The
correspondents were surprised that the stories cre-
ated so much concern in Berlin.

The important city of Mozhaisk, west of Mos-
cow, 1s threatened with recapture by the Soviet ar-
my as 1t continues its counter-offensive with increas-
ed energy against the faltering Nazi invaders from
end to end of the long Russo-German front. Recap-
ture since vesterday of half a dozen towns on the
central front 1s announced.
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