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CASABLANCA AND ORAN

AREFOCAL POINTS IN
ALLIED INVASION NOW

Fighting Goes on Within Former City and Likewise
In Latter — Petain Takes Personal Command
Of French Resistance

YANKS HEADED FOR TRIPOLI
LONDON, Nov 10 (CP) — An American column
was reported advancing toward Libya today—the first
United States thrust directly aimed at expelling the
Axis from Africa—as the preliminary occupation of
I'rench North Africa rolled swiftly toward completion .
over Vichy's shattered and disorganized defences. The
aged Marshal Henri Phillippe Petain has himself
shouldered the burden of commanding the French forces,
replacing Admiral Jean Darlan who is a prisoner of the
Americans. The (Germans are reported to have sent
Field Marshal Edwin von Witzleben to North Africa to
direct Vichy forces on the field. A Vichy broadcast says
that the American force is driving toward Bou Saada.
120 miles east of Algiers, in a direet line toward the
Libyan Desert, indicating a possible attack over the
inland desert at Tripoli, capital and kingpin of Italian
Libya, and at the rear of Rommel's scurrving Axis
Army,
LONDON, Nov 10 (CP)—Principal activity in the
Allied invasion of the French colonies of North Africa
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