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LONDON, ‘vhrfh 23 A
statement has been issued in
Tf}k}"ﬁ assuring the Japanese
people that there s an air-
tight protection for Japan-
ese against any American at-

Alaska or the Aleutian Is-

land ind the United Stales
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TREACHERY 7“7 < MANY AXIS
SHIPS SUNK

Fleet of Vessels Comes to Grief in |

Mediterranean at Hands of
British Subs.

LONDON, Mareh 23 -— The
Admiralty announced todayv that
iwo U-boatls, two supply ships,
six schooners and a motor ves-
sel, the latter crowded with
tioops, have been sunk in the
Mediterranean by British sub-
marines. The action occurred
at the approaches to the Surant
of Messina between Italy and
Sicily within sight of shore,
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British Forees Indicate Conlhwdence

newspapers are speculating again |
onn the oossibility of a German
invasion attemot on the British|Department of National D('fcm e
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cf- | Pacific Coast and is expected in
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War in Pacific—

INDIA AND

BURMA ARE
OBJECTIVES

Attack of Japanese Will Be in That

Direction Instead of Australia
—Heavy Air Fighting.
STRIKE AT JAPS
MELBOURNE, March 23: 00—
Sustaining their counter-offen-

sive on invasion approaches to

Australia, Australian airmen
struck today at the Japanese
right wing in Netherlands Timor
after having wrecked some two
score enemy planes in weck-end
operations. Despite heavy losses
the Japanese sent a homber and
fighter force against Port Mor-
esby in New Guinea in the heay-
iest attack of the war on that
city and also attacked Wynd-
ham in western Australia. Al-
lied attacks vesterday were di-
rected chiefly at the Japanese
base of Lae, New Guinea, and
undelined the olfensive spirit
mapped out by General Douglas
MacArthur who said today he
had “absolute confidence In
complete victory.”

NEW DELHI, March 23 V/ith

many military observers belicving
that there is more likelihood of
Japan devoting her immediate at-
tack in the direction of Burma and

India rather than agains: Aus-
tralia, strong Japanese folrces are
reported to be poised for a drive
from the Sittang River %owards
theé Ifrawaddy in Burma. There
are Indications of a major attack
by the Nipponese against a neav-

mechanized army under the

mimnal I el a - Vi )1
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Japanese troops reported to De
moving down the Markham Val-
ley in New Guinea towards Port
Moresby.

There was considerable aerial
fighting over Burma and the is-
land approaches to Australia yes-
terday with the enemy sullering

heavy losses in aircrait.

MOST JAPS

HAVE LEFT

Only 13 of 607 Who Were in Area
Are Now Left—lliness Is
Reason for Them.

Of a total of 607 persons of Jap-
anese origin men, women and
children—who were known Lo be
resident in this area, 594 have
now departed for Vancouver where
they are being m-t*m.bli*d prepar-
atorv to being moved waut ol the
'tlln'l't"ft (] LULIES '[“H* Lnirieel
who are still here have remained
by germission owing either to per-
sonal or family ilness

l.n special train whica started
from here Saturday atternoon lor
Vancouver took no less than 923
from the area including those who
ot aboard alt Prince Rupel and
those who were picked up alonsg
| the line. more especially around
| lower Skeena River cannery points

Constable Piper, R.CMP, ac-

| companied the Japanese as [nr as

Pacific. returning on Saturday

Vice-Chief of
Staff to Pay
Rupert Visit

Major General J U Muulw
vice-chief of the general staff :

1
|
' headquarters, is a visitor to the

Prince Rupert this week, possibly
tomorrow,
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