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PRICES COLLAPSE SUDDENLY !N UNITED STATES
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Cost of Living ltems Have Been Under Cellmgs

QUADRUPLETS
DOING WELL

What (¢ v all Three 'Bovs is
The Question for Mr. and Mr:
lienn of Baltimore

EALTIMORE Quadruplews
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QUADRUPLE
CAR CRASH
"XMAS EVE

a brother
Bryant,

Jones.

Jdames
[ Helen

Mrs.

formerly of Smithers and
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Jap Pfinces to
See Devastation
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TOKYO Two imperial
princes are scheduled to leave
tomorrow for the enrthquakﬁl
and® tidal wave devastated
area with instructions from

| the Emperor to inspect the
: damage and comiort the suf-
; FrMI . ferers. The death toll now 1s
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to normal, says a review
C.M.G., chairman |

ltail\\'u}'s. The

for example,
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Dy ‘l“ per cent 1n

1946 over 1939, treated ties by
5.1 per cent, new rail by 23.i
'r cent a ton; coal by 51.3 per

tcel products by
nd umhw and forest pro-

by 57.4 per cent. The aver
weae earned in 1946 showed
mcrease of 43 per cent over
1939. These increases 1n material
and payroll expenses, have

added over $90.000,000 to our op-
| charges for the year 1940
d with 1939
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Revenue tons of moved

1046 are estimated at 79.979,-
000 compared with 79,941,000
in the previous year. Notwith-

tanding this slight increase In
nnace, the egross f{reight rev-
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stantial drop in the aver-
!1u.1 nn(l n
commodities transporied

22,061,000

the class ol
Approximately
nue pas were  carl

the vear, a decrease of 27
or cent the 1940
30370 0660

¢V~
CNEers
{rom total of

Operating revelsus 1€ SYS-
temm have been estimated at
$399.100,000, a decrease of $d4,
673.000, or ¢ight per cent, 1rom
1940

These results emphasize the

necessily Jor an upward
revision in rates on all ireight
rried 1n Canada. On |

beha \ member commanies,
| Railway Assoclation of |
Canada has made formal appli-

L110) the Board of Trans
P ommissioners for autlior-
ity 1% ‘I‘*-ll‘.[' a general advance
in {reight rates, the present level |
havine been established by the |
Board in 1922. In the United !
States. the Intersiate Commerce
Commission has authorized a
coneral inecrease in  raliroad
freight rates equivaient Lo nearly
20 per cent. |

Durine the past year, the de-
mand for freight cars has been ;

0 {
led with ce

19.2 per |

declined $16.570.000, due Lo |
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Guests Flee
Hote| Blaze

3. C. Hotel in Penticton
Swept by Flames

PENTICTON (CP) — Filty
guests, some of whom were
foiced to escape by ladders
and drain pipes from second
storey rooms, escaped injury
when fire swept the B.C. Hotel,
a three storey structure, on
Thursday.

Miss Pat Lehman, a cham-

bermaid. was a heroine of the
lire, rousing all the guests
when the alarm  sounded.

Many were sleeping after the
holiday festivities.

The fire started in a wash-
room, and so far its origin has
not been determined.

extremely newvy, particularly for
boxX and refrigerator cars. At the
same Ltime, withiout the
[ wartim SSLLY,
changes in the nat-
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Loading and unloading has
slowed. A contriouting 1fact’)
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cradual increase in the adop-
tion of the five-day work week
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Civic Centre Association
NEW YEAR'S EVE FROLIC
Tickets and Reservations
available now at Civic Centre
Office, Macey's, Kalen Hard-
ware and W. F. Stone’s
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following @ Christmas Eve

traffic accident 1n the

fog - shrouded downtown

district of New Westmin-
sStel’.

Mr. and Mrs. Jones, who live
in Muil;u(lvlll( nearby New
.and Mrs. Mabel Mc-
were instantly Kkilled.
McKnight's husband, fugh
died In hospital on
Christmas Day.

Harold Thorsteinson and Fred
Barr were injured

Police said that Jones’
was in collision with a
truck driven by Thorsteinson.
careened into a crowd
of bvstanders, striking Mr. and
Mrs. McKnight and Barr. Mrs.
was thrown
thrdugh a drug store window.

No charges have been laid.

Mrs. Bryvant sailed last
on the Prince Rupert for
westminster.
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308 HOLIDAY DEATHS

NEW YORK Christmas
holiday violent deaths in the
United States totalled 308,
traffic fatalities accounting
for 244 deaths.

CONVICTED AS SPY

OTTAWA—Durnford Smith,
National Research Council en-
gineer, was today convicled
and sentenced to five years
imprisonment in penilentiary
by County Court Judge A. G.
McDougall on a charge ol con-
spiring to communicale con-
fidential information to Rus-
sia. Smith told the court: “l
know I am an innocent man.”

ONE STILL MISSING

MOUNT JOLI, Quebec—One
woodsman, Florien Simard, is
still missing and little hope 1s
held of finding him alive. He
was one of seven men who
were aboard a plane which
crashed in the St. Lawrence
while crossing the river Mon-
day night, The other six were
rescued from ice floes in vary-
ing conditions of frostbite, ex-
posure and exhaustion.

EXPLOSION AT SAULYT

SAULT STE. MARIE — A
terrific blast, caused by molt-
en slag pouring into snow al
Algoma Steel Corporation
plant, shook the city early to-
day but there were no casual-
ties and property damage was
slight, The explosion occurred
as a pot of hot slag tipped
over while it was being taken
from an open hearth,

NEW ORLEANS WRECK

NEW ORLEANS — The -
nois Central Railroad’'s
train all

streamlined Panama Limited,
enroute from Chicago to New
Orleans, was wrecked today
and it is reported forty pas-
sengers were injured. Five or
vix cars of the 13.car train de-
railed 31 miles northwest ol
here. Cause was not immed:-
ately known but it may have
heen a broken rail or faulty
coupling.
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Plane Crashes

SHANGHAI - Sixty-tw

sons were Kkilled ;;n'i i# in-
hwfl in a

crashes of commercial aircral

\l.lf- coming nto thi 'abi-
quated air f{ieid here from cen-
tral China during dense 10g
over the Christmas "holiday
S€d 01

TRAIN CRASH
KILLS THREE

Canadian Naticnal Raillways
Tragedy in Saskatchewan
Yesterday

CALDER. Sask. +Tn*r e I :

1N~
bers of the train crew were Kilk d
when a Canadian \ tional H 1il- |

» . e e g R & Ta ¢ b . 7 i \*,.
ways exira ire light crashed Int
a walting train nere yasieraay
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Draw Up Franchise
For B.C.E. Railway

VANCOUVER Further
cress 1S being made by the
council towards granting ol 9
twenty-year franchise to the
British Columbia Electric Rail-
wav Co. It will be considered by
the city council next week. A
the“pur-

}J!'il._.
city

of the
Railway
also

the city
Electric
1950

chase by
Columbia
tem aflter
drawn up.

SYS-

18 beliny

- — e —

Lulletins

1.5, WINS DAVIS CUF

MELBOURNE—Teu Schioder
and Jack Kramer won the
Davis Cup, symbolic of world
tennis supremacy, for the
United States today, breezing
through Australia’s doubles
team, Jack Bromwich and
Adrian Quist, in straight setls
6-2, 7-5, 6-4.

LITTLE GIRL MISSING

ST. CATHERINES, Ont,
Nine-year-old Mario Ruosnak
was sought today by hundreds
of arocused citizens and police.
She has been missing for four
nights, There are few clues to
aid the searchers except a 1e-
port that she was last seen
talking to a *“tall, slim strang-

er” Monday night after hav-

ing been sent out on an errand .

She is one of four children
of Mr. and Mrs. John Rasnuk.

OIL TANK EXPLODLS

QUEBEC—An oil tank. con-
taining a million gallons of
fuel oil, exploded in the north-
eastern Chicoutimi distriet to-
day but first reports said
there were. no casualties,
Noise of the blast could be
heard several miles away. Oil
five inches deep in some places
is said to have flowed mto the
streets of Port Allred.

QUESTION O:" DAIREN

WASHINGTON —Senator
Tom Stewart has urged a
thorough investigation into
the werbal! ultimatum which
forced an unarmed -Uniled
States Navy ship to  leave
Dairen, Russian-contirolled Nazi
port, Meantime, the State De-
partment sayvs that the Rus-
sian authorities had the right
to order the ship out after 48
hours. Russia intends to re-
tain full control of Dairfen, 1t
was reported today.

FORMER FREMIER DIES

SAINT JOHN—Hon. J. B. M.
Baxter, 78, chief justice ol
New Brunswick and feormer
Premier, died at his home eally
teday after a long period of
failing health.
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' Prices
living items tumbled sud- |
(denly \-'eﬂt rday

» British

| producer

Sudden Tumble y
1 To Be Probed

= By Washington

OTTAWA (CP)
Prices in Canada are not
likelv to be subject teo
sharp fluctuations such
as appeared In some cost-
of -living items in United
States, prices board offi-
cials report. They say
there is no parallel in
Canada to the situation
in the United States be-

in this country have been
lwpl under the ceiling.
\.l '\ \( H \' ‘I‘I_)

for many cost-of-|

‘”l"‘ nit [ht‘ L IIIL-

ir
..l\,i :

hreak was
lf*f';m . w. line in New
York and Chicago wholesale
butter markets, ranging from |
Oc to 10¢ a pound. coming back
four ".T‘Jlli-.", today, however. Egg

price
places and clothing prices were
s;ur«:hm by oné-third to one-half
big department stores

cities,
Retailers’

in man
in nmjur
that the
is looking for
eral reductions
in February.

pronounced gen-
in food prices

Newspapers in most American
cities today carried full page
advertisements by department
annowyncing full-scale
pargain displays.

SLores

In Washington, men’s white
shirts dropped . from $3.98 to
$1.98, and nvion stockiags were
selling at 72 cents a pair.

In Chicago clothing sales have
been advertised with claimed
price reductions on women's |
coats from their former prices

of $100 and $139, down to $68.
At Washington Secretary of
Agriculture Anderson today or-
dered an investigation into the
price break in New York butter
Consumers
market had been man-
to prevent a drop in
prices.

prices.
that the
ipulated
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BEAVERBROOK IN U.S.-—-En-
joving the attention he ap-
nears to be '.;!‘Ll;il_f_: from an
Fnelish sparrow and the pig-
el in Central Park, New
York, is Lord Beaverbrook
former British minister ol war

production. Lord Beaverbrook,
g Canadian by birth, is one of
Fugland’s leading news pub-
lishers.

' robbery

s likewise dropped in manyl\ Efisckive Janmies 1

It is reported
Assoclation !

complainéd |

¥ Indo-China

|
!
t Is Now in Hand'
|

' Indo-China where

NEW WAVE OF
ROBBERIES ON

Robbery of Taxi Dispatcher
Signal For Start of Another
Crime Wave

VANCOUVER ©®-—There bave

' been no new developments in the

investigation of the latest armed
here Sunday when a
masked bandit took $120 ‘from

1 Edward Scosky in a mid-town
‘taxi office, then slugging him
with a butt of a gun and in-

flicting head wounds that sent
the dispatcher to hospital for
treatment.

The hold-up, first in a weeli

T e CE | following a police drive which
cause cost-vf-living items | = " oo by a number of
‘arrests, was accompaied by .a
' new outbreak of assaults, rob-
' beries and burglaries in which

— | cash, jewelry and other articles

‘to the total of about $100 were

Stolen.
In ma im-

'COMBINED
MINISTRY

Co-ordination of British
Defence Arms to Become

LONDON"—The new co-Ordin-
.ltE’d British ministry of defence
will take over January 1. The
minister will be Rt. Hon. A. V.
Alexander with Sir Henry Wil-
son-Smith as undersecretary.

Navy, army and air departments

will be brought uncer the ‘one
head.

e —

AGREEMENI
WITHP.E.I.

Island Province Is Latest
to Accept Duiinion’s
Financial Propesals

CHARLOTTETOWN — Prem-
ier J. Walter Jones of Prince
Edward Island announced last
night that his government
had accepted in principle new
Dominion government pro-
posals for an agreemefit
whereby ghe island provfue
will receive $2,000,000- annually
from the federal treasury in
lieu of personal and corpora-
tion income tax privileges for
*a period of vears. This means
that Prince Edward Island
will receive $117,000 more next
vear from Ottawa than it did
last vear,

e - e m—

Brutality In

—

Grim Reports of Treatment
Of French Civilians-—Revolt

HANOI ©
thﬂ'

ule of French Inao-China.

Announcement of the slaying

of 20 civilians asserted that ‘the
bodies had been brutally muti-
lated and four haa, apparently,
been burned to death. Ears were
~ut from some while other bod-
were found with daggers
planted in the eyes.

Mecanwhile PFrench military
authorities report that French
troops have the situation in
hand in all towns of northern
fighting has
occurred and mopping-up opera-
tions are under way In Hanol,

More than 260 French soldiers
were reported killed or wounded
in earlier lighting.

1CS

— Brutal atrocities
are charged in connection with
slaving of French civilians
“as unrest continues over French
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