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From the military viewpoint, it is possible for|

the American-British forces to continue successfully
the offensive against Japan without Russian par-
ticipation. But American bases in Alaska and the!
Aleutians can be used effectively for direct attacks
against Japan only if Russian bases are available.
With Russian bases, the war could be brought to
an end within a few months.

We may expect that Russia’s Far Eastern policies |
vill be influenced by her traditional interests in the|

F'ar East. Czarist Russia used to have “spheres of |
B . T |
influence” in Mongolia and Manchuria and. to some|

extent, in Korea. It is precisely these areas that
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position” as a “"great power.” Ruseian policies will

try to avoid great land battles against Japanese |

|

armies in Manchuria, even though Russian armies

would be aided by American arms and air power.

Russia will also want to keep complete control of
its Far Eastern bases. She will time her partici-

pation in the war against Japan with deterioration

of the Japanese position in Manchuria.

Chiang Kai-Shek will pass through the most dif-
ficult period of his political career in the next few

months. Many of his political supporters inside
China are doubtful about his political future. This|

refers in particular to some influential local war
leaders and also to many intellectuals. Pessimism
regarding Chiang’s future is based on the belief that
Japan will be defeated before there is a major drive

of land armies from the West against Japan's po-

si'lone in easte'n and northeastern China.

[f Japan's empire collapses mainly as the result

of combined naval and air borne actions, China will
be liberated but Chiang Kai-Shek will be left in a
difficult internal position. The most important
strategic areas of China are the coastal regions,
which are now under the complete control of Japan.
At the moment of Japan’s collapse new local leaders
may arise in these areas; Wang Chin-Wei, Japan’s
puppet, might even retain some importance. In
either case, Chiang Kai-Shek would be left in a

strategically unimportant area, far away from big|

towns and coastal l'(*_t'im‘lﬁ.

Another strategic area of China is Manchuria.
But the Red Army is nearer Manchuria than Chiang
Kal-Shek’s forces. Thus it is thearetically possible
that the Red Army would be able to enter Man-
churia first during a downfall of the Japanese em-

pire, accepting unofficial protection from Russia. |
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Such a move would complete the isolation of (Chiang

Kai-Shek, a possibility that is much feared by many

members of the Kuomintang. Stronger material

support for Chiang Kai-Shek will become possible

only next year, when new supply routes from India

to Chungking will be available.
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A.MacKENZIE FURN'TURE LTD.

A GOOD PLACE TO BUY

IN STOCK
LINOLEUM—For all your floors.
BED SPRINGS—AI] sizes.
BED MATTRESSES—AII sizes.*
BED PILLOWS—AI] feathers.
Phone 775 U e Ay

PRINCE RUPERT

ROOFING CO.

Box 728
Spacialists on Bulltwp

PACIFIC CAFE

Special:
Chinese Dishes

Chop Suey

Chow Mein Roofs

Repairs, Re-shingling

Hours 6:00 am. to 2:00 am. Free Estimates
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“Oh Lord God, when Thou givest to
Thy servants to endeavour any great
matter, grant us also to know that it is
not the beginning, but the continuing
of the same until it be thoroughly
finished which yieldeth the true glory.”

This prayer, commended by Field Marshal Montgomery to his men on
the battlefields, is as fitting for us on the homefront,

Victory is in the persevering. In five years of war, Canada’s accomplish-
ments have been magnificent — but so much remains 1o be done.

The cost of today’s Victory operations is greater than ever. The situation
calls for a// out lending by all—for the very maximum support and effort.

With Victory in sight, stay in the ﬁél)t! Get ready to buy Victory Bonds—

One more than before!
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% BUY VICTORY BOND!
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