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The Local Highway . ..
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In spite of the great to do that was raised around
-. the city on Saturday as an outcome of the discussion
%  in Ottawa in which the Minister of Natural Resource
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appeared hesitant about spending a sum of :
which he estimated would be required to bring a =
mile link of the Prince Rupert-Hazelton Highway
up to standard of the rest of the through road whi

i1s now being up the Skeena River from PRHCE T I e S , .

pert, there is actually no change in the road compl i8y A% A o PR i TN T
tion situation. Apparently, however, although we ~— i — b, By
ourselves have mentioned it before, there are man

people who did not realize that there was still the| obin o free copy of
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weak link of miles between Hazelton and K
wanga—a provincial government road, really an ex

tension of the old northern transprovincial highwa

with which the new Skeena River road joins up—
which never was properly finished and, as a resull
of the passage of time and to some extent the ra

ages of flood waters, is in poor condition now and
far below the standard of the roads eastward and
westward whieh i1t links. This seetion was never in-
cluded as part of the federal government Skeena
River war road program which is now nearing com-
pletion. Nevertheless, the point is well taken that |
should not be permitted to in any way block the nev
highway connection of Prince Rupert, Terrace and
the lower Skeena Valley with the outside world.

S0, while the situation is by no means new and
there has been no change in the original project witl
no intention to stop or delay presently-planned
construetion, it will not hurt for the public to fullv
realize the road picture as it actually exists. It would
seem unreasonable, after the millions that have heen
spent thus far, that, for a mere $100.000 or at the
most $500,000, the Prince Rupert Highway
continue to have a weak section to h:nnw-f 1ts e
plete usefulness. While we will fully appreciate the
connection with the Terrace distriet, we naturally
will not be satisfied until we have a good road all the
way through to Hazelton and thence on to the ont-
side world. An immediate local campaign to see that
this is assured will be well justified.
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railway outlet matter to the fore again and it might |
not be a bad idea to get the campaign with that end
In view actively going again.
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We may not he able to anticipate the construetion |
of a new railway outlet like this as long as the war
continues but it is a project which we might well ex-|
pect to 2o on the priority list of postwar reconstrue-|
tion projects, particularly since it will he a. lareo!
factor in the development of a rich hinterland whieh |
many other nations would be happy to have and.
Which they would probably use it to better advan- |
tage than ‘we do if they did possess it. '

British Columbia

i Prince Rupert is much interested In this project '

and it is well that we should commence making our
g |
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Coal Yet?
If Not, Do It Today!

PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY WITH
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