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United States Election. ..

America is oiling up the most complicated elec-
tion machinery in the world in preparation for the
balloting in next November's presidential and con-
gressional contests,

The method of choosing presidential eandidates,
and the voting svstem of the United States, dating
back with few changes to 1787, baffles outsiders and
remains a puzzle to many who use it every two or
four vears.

This is an attempt to deseribe it in eapsule form. |

The 435 members of the House of Representa-
tives are elected for two-year terms, The 96 senators |
are elected for six-yvear terms so arranged that one-
third of the total is elected every two years. |

The president and vice-president are elected for
four year terms. The constitution provides that there
must be two United States senators from each state,
elected by the whole state, and one or more repre-
sentatives as the population decrees, most of them|
for electoral districts but some at-large where cir-|
cumstances dictate. |

The constitution also provides that elections be
held on the firet Tuesday after the first Monday in
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vear,

Thus, on November 7 next, the United States will
elect a president, a viee-president, 435 representa-
tives and 32 senators.

That is the federal picture. But the ballots will
also have on them candidates for numerous state,
cotinty and municipal offices ranging from state gov-
ernors down to minor local posts, according to the
negds and eustoms of each state. The ballots are|
huoe affairs but veting machines in urban centres |
reduee the work of the voters.

The presidential contest is the main attraction of |
this 48-ring circus but no names of presidential can-
didates appear on the ballots.

Pach partv nominating a presidential candidate |
rmat alsp name “Flectors” who are members of the
“alectoral college.” There ig one elector for each con-
oressional representative in each state—New. York
has the most with 47. The names of the “electors”
are placed on the ballots. R

}
' Yoters mark their ballots for the “slectors” ‘Whn‘

are named by the party whose presidential nominee |
they wish to support. : |

Whichever party’s “electors” get the majority of |
the votes in any state, those electors certify to the |
state secretary that their party’s candidate is the |
choice for president. This is largely an age-old for-
mality but it leaves the possibility of a candidate |
winning because he wins the states with the most
electoral votes although trailing another candidate
In the total vote cast throughout the nation.

But before the voting there is the long, tedious
business of selecting presidential candidates.

There are only two parties likely to be in the
picture this year, Republicans and Democrats. Their
candidates for president will be selected at national
conventions, the former opening June 19 and the
latter July 26, both in Chicago.

Republicans will trust this ‘selection to 1,059 ac-
credited delegates, the Democrats 1.176.

Selection of the delegates is customarily by three
methods, depending upon the state laws and party
regulations — primary elections, state conventions
and state committees,

In the primaries held by a number of states the
delegates are voted upon after expressing their
choice of candidate and the results indicate how
that state delegation will vote at the convention.

State conventions and state commitees may
choose delegates who are pledged to support a cer-

tain candidate, or a series of choices in a certain

order, or may be left free to decide their stand at
the convention.

At the convention there is a free-for-all melee

in which delegations who are free to do so swing
from one candidate to another as they see no possi-

bility of their first choice winning, or who are lured
by eloquence to shift their support.

Th® vice-presidential candidate is nominally the
choice of the party but in practice the party’s pres-
idéntial candidate has the say as to who will be his

running mate, He is elected by the same vote that
elects the president.

On Dec. 18 after the elections the “electors” meet,
supposedly, those who got the most votes, and “elect”
the president, certifying the election to the secretary
of state who transmits the result to Congress.

At a joint sitting of hoth houses, presided over
by the president of the Senate, on the following Jan.
6, two tellers each from the two houses examine the
reports from the state secretaries and formally an-

nounce the results of the presidential and vice-presis
dentia] contest.

On Jan, 20, following, the president ig formally
Inaugurated on Capitol Hill, sworn in by the chief
ustice, and takes up residence in the White House.
he vice-president takes up his duties which con-

sist almost exclusively of presiding over the United
States Senate.,
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In your mind’s eye, yearningly, you picture
it . . . that great Tomorrow when the papers
headline “Victory” .., when the church bells
ring the glory of the news across the land ..,
when the beating of glad and thankful hearts
will be like an echo of marching feet, as our
boys come home again.

What can you do to hasten the
day? Put Victory First. Buy

PUT VICTORY FIRST
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Victory Bonds . ., and then an extra Bona.
It may mean scraping bottom on your budget,
but remember. .. your extra Bond may be
the one that tips the balance.

Yours may be the Bond that brings the sunrise
. « « sSooner than you dared to dream ... on
the day when Victory sends the boys back to
Canada again . . , safe at last, and proud and
smiling, as they swing down the road to home,
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