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THE NEW ASSESSMENTS

IDESPREAD and, in some cases, indignant
w protests are being heard about numerous in-
creases which have been made in the city taxa-
tion assessment for 947 I'u]!ar'.‘;l'utu the lLatleche
revaluation survey of last year. Many say they are
geing to file appeals to the court of revision to he
held early in February and some of the appellants
appear to be already resolved that, if they are not
ac¢corded relief lht*l't*, lllt*}.' W1l carry Lhe case to
Unless the mill rate should be lowered later, an
Increase In the assessment would, of course, mean
a proportionate increase in the taxes to be levied.
It: 1s to be assumed that inereased assessment is
the Torerunner of increased taxes whether or not
the mill rate is lowered this yedr,

Increases of taxes are, of course, unpopular and
d1C H1eVer ;r_a'(_‘t*]}lt*il without protest. yecause the in-
creases are unpalatable, however, does not mean
they are always unjustifiable.

We have all been t‘l.‘_tlnf;!‘il‘lg‘ for illl!ll'il\'(‘lllt‘llt‘*——*
very material improvements—of streets, water sys-
tem and sewerage services. No matter how we may
fmance these improvements, by grants or advances
we mmay acquire from the governments, by pay-
ments in reparation of war damage, by borrowing
or by local improvement imposts—the general tax-
PAYETS must expect to pay some portion of the cost.
Certain new measures of economy or bringing
about better efficiency might help some but still
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Lhere appears to be no way out for the people who
ive in Prince Rupert and own property in some

measure at least footing the bill involved in the

1
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making of essential expenditures. In other words.
there i1s no magic means of aveolding paying for
the satisfaction of our wants and desires—even in

publi¢ financing.

Foveryone feels that taxes are already as high
in Prince Rupert as we ordinary people feel we can
stand. But this has been and is an expensive city to
develop and maintain. That is not the fault but
the problem of those who have city affairs in
charge. Even they are, no doubt. (quite as anxious
4s we are to keep the assessments and the taxes
down. But they must fact the situation in a busi-
ness-like and realistic way.

Of course, glaring inequalities or ridiculously
fictitious values constitute legitimate grounds for

appeal and correetion.

As for straight claims of assessments being too

high, there would be {

ew people who would move

to underassess the value of their OWn property
even 11 1t might save them a few dollars in taxes.
Lhe city might also explore in further effort

1

Lo relieve the long-suffering property owners, the

possibility of further sources of revenue from those
who do not pay property tax.
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The Antarctic

MAR(L‘\RE’F BAY in the

South Polar continent is

almost 900 miles due
south of Cape Horn and 2.000
miles from the South Pole
itkell. It is practically on the
opposite side to the road to
the Pole blazed by Captain
Robert Scott and Raoul Am-
uhdsen with a few days of
each other in 1912. British.
American, Russian, Norwegian
:n;ul other expeditions now on
LRe way, or already established
WIth bases at Margaret Bay,
are all popularly supposed to
b& anxious to obtain a priority
oyer vast mineral deposits—
rignored to exist beneath some
680 feet of the ice cap which
[orms the off-shore surface of
LtRe continent. Among these
ninerals uranium, one of the
“atomic” bomb components, is
aflvertised as the chief objec -
tive. Even II such deposits
ut:lunlly existed, a leading
British scientist has pointed
olt that they would be im-
possible to mine under the
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Spiritual Values

renabilitation that are be-

fore the world, the most
urgent 1s that of restoring a
recognition of and belief in
spiritual values,” declares Gen-
eral Osborn, commander-in-
chief of the Salvation Army.
A renewed moral and spirit-
ual atmosphere must be given
to the world before any of the
programs before man can be
launched with any hope ol
SUCCess,

“We must, therefore, set out
upon a campaign of thought,
O prayer, of planning and of
action to do our part in an
essential redirection and re-
orgamization of human ideas.
We must declare that our
Saviour, Jesus Christ, has not
been out-distanced by man’s
progress but that He is still in
the vanguard of humanity. He
18 calling us to follow Him into
the battle against evil and
against the widespread mias-
ma of frustration, fear and
faithfulessness which covers
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conditions that would have to SO0 much of the world today.”
pe faced. But, with scientific
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developments oceurring with
:;;11-11 rapidity as they do, who exploitation? Twenty years ago.
knows but that the possibiliies who would have thought in
of desolate and inaccessible an international way of the
Antarctic might be capable Arctic regions as we do to-

nefore so very long of potent day?
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THE LUMBERMAN
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THE NICKEL WORKER

depend on each other

N ONE YEAR more than
77,000,000 board feet of

lumber and timber have been
used by the Canadian Nickel
lllllll‘\[l‘}'. It would take 4000

Ireight cars — an average of

more than ten every day in the
year —to transport this material,
l’rmlucing this timber means a

Jot of jobs for Canadians in

the woods and in the sawmills.

The lumber industry, in turn,
uses a great deal of equipment

containing Nickel. The trac-
tors and hoisting equipment
up in the bush; the machinery
and equipment in the sawmills:

Canapian Nicker

Troneevasm—bw 1 NIOR CHAMBER 54
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are tough and strong because
of Nickel. The purchase of
such equipment means jobs for
men in the Canadian Nickel
mines, smelters and refineries.

50 the Canadian Nickel in-
dustry needs Canadian lumber:
the lumber industry needs
Canadian Nickel. To some ex-
tent at least the lumberman
owes his job to the Nickel
industry and in turn he helps
to keep the Nickel worker
busy. No matter how we
earn a living, we are all one

family, cach depending on the
others,

“Ihe Komance of Nickel” a4 Oi-page
houk fully illustrated, will he sent
Jree on request to anyone interested.
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