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A Tribute and Dedication

. LTH( 'UGH in the logical course of events old
A Institutions must change in keeping with the

march of time and progress, it is not without
sificere feelings tinged with sadness and regret that
the Daily News make announcement today
of the dropping out of the respected Evening Em-
pire newspaper. It was our rival these many years
but, in the days to come, we will cherish its memory
maore as our Il]t‘ll{“} contemporary. There will be
many old friends in Prince Rupert who will miss
the Empire but there will be none to miss it more
than we will at the Daily News office. It was, we
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can say here in unhesitating tribute, our most in-
teresting exchange and, now as it ceases publica-
tion, we are constrained to speak kindly. Nor 1s

there anything inconsistent in this t*.\prwniun of
iment for we have held them high
hbors and we hope they may have
about us.
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Daily News is not unappreciative of the
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feased responsibilities which we assume as we
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eriter upon this new epoch in the newspaper his-
tary of Prince Rupert as the only daily newspaper
m this city and district. In all Canada Prince Ru-
had the distinction for years of being the
only city of comparable or nearly comparable size
to maintain two daily newspapers. It was, there-
inevitable that an event of absorption such
has now been consummated would have to come
LO DASS,

It 1s our hope at the Daily News that the good
traditions of the Empire newspaper and any we
may have ourselves, together with our desire and
résolve to serve the interests and needs of our read-
our advertisers and the community and dis- |
tract, may be maintained with due credit and ade-
quacy in the days that lie ahead. Given the co-
operation and assistance of our own many friends
amd those we aequire with the acquisition of the
F'mpire, we are confident that such shall be the
-.-fj_I*niration

Such dedication we hope may prove worthy of
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héing included in this tribute to the Evening Em-
pire
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. The Franchise In B.C.

l'L,J:-C ENCOURAGING to people holding liberal
views on the.franchise to note the change that

has Laler* place among the members of the Lemu
lature, if not of members of the cabinet, in regard
to granting the franchise to British subjects or, as
now ordained, Canadian citizens, who are East In-
dians. In fact, the special committee has recom-
mended the franchise to all British subjects, includ-
ing native Indians not living on reserves.

In 1944 only one eabinet member spoke in favor
of the private members’ bill (Mr. Lefeaux) to ex-
tegg the franchise to East Indians and his address
at that time caused a sensation.

British Columbians ought to be ashamed of
themselves in refusing the franchise to British-
born peoples of one particular race. There are only
171% Hindus in the provinee, and it is unlikely that
IJlH‘l* than 400 would be entitled to vote.

A Burmese, Korean, Polynesian, Malayan, Arab,

Syrian, Hebrew, Armenian, Turk, Ethiopian, 1f he
were a British subject, always could get the fran-
chise in British Columbia.

But a Hindu, born a British subject in India
and residing for years in Canada, was and is re-
fused the franchise in B.C.

We give the vote freely to 4 black man from the
West Indies, the Bahamas, Bermuda and, of course.
1{5 q llll'll""l mAan no nldt.tf‘] NOW ILH(I] ant he may
hé who comes from (reorgia (where they see to il he
does not vote) but to men from one nf the British
comitries we have steadfasily refused the permis-
<on to vote in B.C.

- Sir John A. Macdonald said: “A Britigh subject
| was born: a British ‘*llh]t‘(l | shall die.”

A Hindu le u]el in B.C., no matter how well edu-
cated, must say: “A B lltluh subject I shall die. But
my rights of freedom as a British sub jecet are taken
away from me by thig little group of British Cana-
dians in British Columbia.”

Let the Legislature remove this injustice and
others too that make a mockery of British justice
Anel fairness.

[.et us do this thing because it is the right and
déeent thing to -do.

In every land people have respected and admired
the justice of British institutions and especially
her protection of the rights of minorities.

That has been the most priceless commodity
England ever exported—that the rights and privi-
leges of British subjects were not scraps of paper.

That imponderable export 1s what has made
Jritish people great, far more than the mighty
power of her fleets, her armies and her planes.

That was why more than 2,000,000 East Indians
volunteered i the war.

But here in B.C. we have it written on parch-
ment and sealed with wax the doetrine that, “Those
may take who have the power, and those may keep
who can.” The few East Indians and our native

power have used it wickedly, wrongly and withou
regard to high principles which ought to govern
the actions of a state.

No provinee, which is not a sovereign state
should ever have been allowed to exercise
power to take away the rights of Britich
ship.

It 18 high time we had a Bill of Rights for al
Canada. Otherwise, some day we may find that
Scotsmen or Englishmen or Frenchmen may be
defranchised in one or other of the
this Dominion.

There was only one cabinet member
these views in 1944, Avre there any af
wonder,
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