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Running The Local Paper

IKE POLITICIANS, public servants, school
I_ teachers and such people, the press 1s constant-

lv in the public eye. The Daily News, for in-
stance, has several thousand critical observers
every day ready to pull us apart for something or
other. Observers are always more inclined to be
condemnatory than appreciative. They are more
vocal about the things they do not ke than what
they might happen to like. It 1s human nature to
take for-granted the things that are good, correct
and pleasing and express ourselves more freely
about things which may be unsatisfactory or un-
pleasant.

Je that as it may, we are always glad to hear
the complaints and what people may think our
faults are so that we may consider them and make
Improvements where possible with a view to giving
better satisfaction all around. Therefore, it was
interesting for us to hear what the “citizens'
ferum in the Civie Centre had to say about us
Twesday even though that forum might bhe one-
sidedly hiased in favor of one line of political and
cconomic thought. Nor do we want to blame the
people who take part in the “citizens’ " forum for
that but would rather compliment them for taking
a continued and active Interest in public questions
when people of some other colors of political
thought are too downright apathetic, self-centred
or indolent to do so. Maybe, even, it was our own
tault that we were not present at the forum Tues-
day night when we were discussed although, in
falrness to ourselves, we were not favored with
being warned about what was coming up nor were
we invited by those having charge of the forum to
take part and round out the discussion by defend-
Ing our own cause.

However, we were criticized generally and
specifically so a few observations in explanation

might be appropriate at this time and place.

In the first place, as far as the influence of ad-
vertisers on our reportorial work or editorial op-
inions 18 concerned, it might as well be said at the
outset, for we have no fear of contradiction, that,
here in Pgince Rupert, therevhas seldom been pres-
sure brought to bear directly or indirectly by any
advrtiser upon us to express ourselves on his behalf
or any of his beliefs by reason of the business he has
given us. There is, no doubt, a belief keid by some
uninformed fanatics of certain pnlitiul Or econo-
mic beliefs that the “capitalistic press” exerts some
insidious and nefarious control over those who
serve It, particularly in the editorial departments.
Of course, when we hear that kind of talk, we know
from the start that those who emit it are ignorant
of the facts and our only concern is that their
vaporizing propaganda might have some effect
upon others, particularly if we never even take the
trouble to deny such legend ourselves.

Here in Prince Rupert, as far as advertising is
concerned, we can assure our readers that there is
a minimum of effect on what we may do or say in
our news and editorial columns. Threats or Sug-
gestions of that kind might come at times but they
are never respected, But our advertisers in Prince
Rupert are an exceptionally upright and respect-
able lot after all and seldom try anything like that.
On the other hand, we will not say that we have
not had aggrieved advertisers whose business we

lost because we might have published something to
offend them.

We have often wondered if some of those who'
esgay to question the freedom of the “Ldpltahstlc
press have ever thought of how “free” either in

p,maentatlon of “news” or editorial comment might
be the press that caters more especially to their
own particular views, To us it has been patently

apparent, for a long time that they have not been
ae-free for impartial expression.

- S0 much then for the opinion that the local
]xleax 1s “*biased 1n favor of groups of individuals,”
a-Statement which is easy to make in uninformed
generality but which we lellem,e any of our crities
Lt prove \[)QleICd”V As for the Daily News itself,
we would like te be shown any paper in the coun-
try which is fairer, less biased or more generous
in-its news plesentdtlon than we and that goes for
the “socialists” as well as the “capitalists.”

The opinion was expressed by some of our
friends at the forum that the local press carried
an insufficient coverage of news of world-wide

importance. As for that opinion we might say that
the cost of bringing outside news to the 1)@0019 of

Pyince Runert in fees and tolls constitutes a very

considerable proportion of our overhead in running

this paper, the major expense in which is involved
I the maintaining of a

umionized mechanical department. Only recently,
we had endeavoured to materially increase our

coverage of world news but were prevented from
doing so by the excessive cost of leasing a tele-
graph wire—the same difficulty which our gov-
ernment-operated radio station is up aqamst Fur-

quite substantial payroll of
very respectably paid %ta,ff Inciuding a completely
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ELMORE PHILPOTT -News-
paper coiumaust and radio
commentator, well known i

Prince Rupert as elsewhere in
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Helatively Few Estates Are
Left by Canadians on Dying
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when it comes to
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to charity.
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LOCAL DAIRY
SEERS ALASKA
MILK EXPORT
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allow the export of 300 gallon.
of milk weekly to Ketchikan
according to H. B. M. valentin
dajry proprietor. The milk would
be ‘0 the Ketchikan do
mestic market through a Keteh
IKan di SRTININLE

“"We have avplied for the ex
port permit and are in a nosi
ticn to supniv the guantity o
milk required Ry Ketchikan,"
Mr. Valentin said this morning

However, I don't know when wi
will he able to start.”

Als0 Involved in the onera-
Lo would by WULALY lnspec-
!l Qhis by Lomuinion and United
| Slales governmenl inspeetor:
\411' Valentin has no doubt thal

hese will cause no trouble.

“"We have a grade ‘A’ licens:
(rcm the orovincial sanitary
- service,” he said.

Mr. Yalentin said that he i
' not. sure at the present time
' whether the milk would be pas-
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‘more than $300.000.000.

Althoueh donations are ex-
|empt from succession duty up
to 50 per cent of the value of the
estate only 2.9 ner cent of this
sum was designated for chari-
tadle purposes

DUE FOR OVERHAUL
The “Speaking Clock” which |
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has been in use in London. Ene-
land for 10 years, and now sup-

plies the
000,000 callers a week in London :
area alone,

time by telephone to

1S due for an over-

haul

ther than that, the space in
any relatively small news-
paper 1s limited and in this

L

office we attach considerable
importance, if not priority, to
the handling of local news for
wh"h our columns are open to
all and sundry, as even our
critics should know. After all,
the local newpaper is the only
avenue of giving local news
whereas other media make
surfeit the dissemination of
news and views “world-
wide importance.” We shall
therefore, go on with the dis-
tribution and improvement of
our own “neighborly news”
service, even at the risk of
further criticism from the
stvdents and intense followers
of world affairs.

Of course, the complaint
that we “carry items of no in-
terest to the majority of local
people” an ancient chest-
nut. “Well, theve's nothing in
the paper tonight” is the old
remark that we all say after
perusing the paper which we
miss so much if the newsbhoy
fails to call or for some other
reason we do not get it. Na-
turally, we try to make our
paper as interesting as pos-
Sible 0 as many people as we
can but evervone must know
that it is impossible to interest
everybody in everything so we
will Just go on trying to nro-
vide something of interest to
everybody with the hope that
the percentage of general in-
terest will be as great as pos-
sible.

In this chat with our readers.
which the comments and criti-
cisms of the forum inspired,
we have not endeavoured to
discuss the economic aspects
of running a daily newspaper
In a comparatively small city
at reasonable cost to our read-
ers and advertisers. We would
Just like to ask ti.cmn if they

0 not get as good a five-cents
worth from us as they do for

the five cents they may
pay for any other commodity
or service, If they just thought
that question out, we honestly
believe they would agree them-
selves there is little to com-
plain about.

AS we sald hefore we are al-
ways glad to hear criticisme
about ourselves and suggestions
as o how we might ‘better our
service. Without that assis-
tance, we would be unable to
progress. Our own “free” col-
umns are generously and de-
mocratically open for such
criticisms and suggestions—-
even from the people who know
50 much about running a news-
paper and, doubtless, think
they would be able to do a
much better job of it than we,
with all our trials and tribu-
lations, are doing.
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“Our primary objective is to maintain maximum
security for policyholders. That is the principle
on which the Company has grown and prospered
to its present stature and the record of 1916

attests our firm adherence to that prineciple.”

—From the President’s address at the 46th Annual Meeting
January 24, 1947.

Policies in Force—$465,424,118.00
Assets—$90,777,910.04
Surplus—$3,5§52,967.38

” 1\ New Policies, 1946—$101,138,454.00
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Cash Income, 1946—522,971,593.77
Interest earned in 1946—3.94%

INSURANCE COMPANY  tome orice

J. J, KENNY, CL.U,

Toronte

0. HAVROY, General Agent
Provincial Superintendent

Provincial Office: Rogers Building, Vancouver

NS A WA — -y

l i\u-
wou know
orLen Xy b Presudentd :
ith Br. R, G, Large, Vige of 1} _ e
1 i) | Ti : - l{'
Counc!i a 4
11 1
) | ! )
( (¢ )
| 1110700
| L,
]i L |I'I-. i | ) I‘
LV L
! | Nd
I.
P -\ |
'* 1) lent—-Dr. R. G
Lare
\ LA Ald. C. G. Ham |
1] ¥ M. C, Bridad .I'
Comn Lee O e
y" ] \ 5 1E.' 1'l"\l.'. 1:41) }}'
. i }
\ { Al \ _
‘ A
CKe ()l
. ; |
\ Al '
vill A , “
\.I'T' \ :j ( l i
\ Me; ! R. G
1
! M. C. Brid
( | 11‘,-‘#- l
} J { 'f | 11 (
) $1 000 1) |
che Ha

|
|
|

oy K

I*? !‘5 Babs annDr

4 f’
.-v-‘ 1)"

You can now e’f

7 AXYEL o o
4 Swoertacumh

packed by the

VIR FRESH PROCES

—

-
\Q IN BOTH DRIP £ REGULAR &

(| )

SEE US
FFOR

CARDS

OFFICE SUPPLIES, PRINTING,
CARDS FOR EVERY OCCASION
EVERSHARP “CA" PENS

DIBB PRINTING COMPA!

BESNER BLOCK [HIRD

Reliable Prescriptior
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When your pr{*scri]rlinn B t'*‘r"""‘f".;h.:
you are assured of getting exactlyV Y
Doctor %[J('(llle You are assured O |
the pr escription compounded I""l”',\.,,:'
experienced and fully qualified "*":J
We use only the very best gr e
wailable,
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REX CAFE

——CY Y
SECOND AVENUE, OPPOSITE PRINCE RUF

Chop Suey — Chow Mein

Chinese Dishes our ;pﬂ'hlll!
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Open 6 am. to 2 am.
PHONE 178




