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Archibald Exaggerates

HE GOVERNMENT must have been rather

astonished at the reeeption accorded a minor

measure relating to the status of American
troops on Canadian soil, says the Montreal Daily
star. The House of Commons had a field-day ot
arm-waving and speech-making which seems to
have covered the whole range of our I'n:‘vi‘ul: }mi’:tl\.
There 18, of course, nothing wrong in this, It 1s
important for this eountry to appreciate its po-
sition vis a Vvis Its l]t‘ig'hhul‘:*. and the risin 4 111-
terest in the House of Commons shows that that
1S becoming so.

At the same time, the range of the debate seems
to have obscured the actual, small point at issue.
Years ago, the Canadian Parliament passed a bill
which provided that Commonwealth troops on
(Canadian soil should be subject to the military
diseipline of their own countries. All the present
legislation does is to amend that act in order to
include American troops. If the amendment passes,
it will mean that American troops while on Cana-
dian soil by invitation will be subject to their own
diserplinary machinery. It is therefore nothing but
a reasonable extension of existing law in order to
make it accord with present facts.

National defenee has been, since the Ogdens-
burg Agreement of 1940, jointly conducted by Can-
ada and the United States. If our troops, under
such a scheme, were to operate on American soil,
we would want them to be made subject to our
own discipline. It is reasonable therefore that
m en its men were operating in Canada, the United

tates too would want to have control of them.

In these circumstances, the outcry of Harry
Archibald, the C.C.F. member for Skeena, that the
il represents the .Jast step in the American ab-
.-uz'ptis1n of Canada i1s somewhat exaggerated. We
do not absorb quite so easily as all that and, since
no I't*:-}u.innlh't' person in the United States wants
to see Canada absorbed, the dangers here foreseen
can be disregarded. There is life in the old dog vet.

Let us, indeed, take a look at the curious con-
tradiction involved in so extreme a statement. The
world has endured two wars in the last thirty vears,
nas suffered the loss of many millions of its finest

vouth, dnd nas - meurred a weight of debt and des-
truction hard to shake off. —\.nu why?! Because
international co-gperation failed. It might then be
ought that evervone would hail with delight the
concrete, practieal manifestations of progress in

&
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that dm:ctlur International co-operation cannot
be achieved by mirrors. It can be dene only by
taking active 'steps to that end, and each step in
C‘"ﬂpt‘ratl“n means some mee “n-r *'I t.’.t‘ 1§ t‘t'{]"‘ {Pd
viewpoints of at least one other party.

That 13 what Canada is dnmu now, and those
who now express fear lest Canadian sovereignty
is bein g infringed should be careful to avoid falling
into the error of isolationism.
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RENT DECONTROL

REM“\"\[ of rental and eviction control from
all new houses. apartments, duplexes and other

self-contained houses completed after January
1, 1947, as announced in the Commons by the Min-
;*-ut‘l of Fin:.mcv. Mr. Abbott, should crncourdge
Huildi!;g of huuaing for rental. Controls will be
removed immediately from vacant lots used for
automobile parking or sales and gas stations owned
by oil companies. Complete decontrol of commercial
accommodation will also take effect, Wisely rent

decontrol is being brought dhhll( In ¢ radual manner.

* % ¥

RAILWAY UNIFICATION
Sl-.. ATOR McGEER, belaboring the railways for

{inancial structures and directorial set-ups and

operations, says the two transcontinental lines
could save $100,000,000 a year by unification com-
pared with $87,000,000 they hope to obtain thmugh
a 50 per cent freight increase. It is quite some time
“ince railway unifieation has been under serious
discussion. Doubtless, something could be done

thereby in the way of economy and efficiency and.
possibly, in better service.
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Kitwanea. working “ts wav back Lthese were new cases
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Reminiscences
By W.J. and Reflections
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It's been many & long aayy —
since H M&« Egeria came breez- pe neither new
ing into Prince Rupert to pass
‘he time of day. That trim craf:
 survey duties and it may
pe fairly said she was Prince
Rupert’s first naval! visftor. The
Egerid made n9o pretensions al
being a fighting ship or of even
being modernized Lut she per-
{ormed valuable services in help-

nor surprising

further north. In Prince Rupert
On a gusty evening something
siipped during ship loading, and
milk went into the vater instead

[ the reverse. A well nourished
looking bossy, econnected with
the Pacific, rode like a duck. and
Dy the time a rove was passed
‘around her herns leor guidance
to the grade, she seemed content
to stick around awhile. Soms«
COWs may never have taken

ing make the north coast safer
for navigators. It was a pleasure
oid timers t¢ have her around
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SEE US FOR ALL REQUIREMENTS IN

Oifice Supplies

Consult us for your needs in all types of printing work.

Everything in high-class stationery.
Cards for every occasion Fountain Pens
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| DIBB PRINTING COMPANY

THIRD AVENUE
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New Supplies—

WESTVIEW

f (Powell River)

VANCOUVER

Thursday at 11:15 pm.
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|| To KETCHIKAN

Wednesday Midnight
(All Times Pacific Standard)
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For reservations cal! or write
City or Depot Ticket Offices.
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