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Vents on Boat

Coroner’s Jury Urges Outside

Fuel Tanks

Deaths of Robert Houston and Stan Orvik
In Explosion of Lorna H. Is Investigated

A recommendation that the fuel tanks of boats

'have their air vents placed above decks resulted from
an inquest last night into the deaths of Robert Hous-

ton and Stanley Orvik, vietims of the explosion of the

The jury, convened by Coron -
er M. M. Stephens, added the

‘recommendation to their verdict
‘after Hans
'the boat who survived the blast,

Knutsen, owner of
informed the court that the two
spare tanks at the stern of his
' vessel had their vents below the
after deck.

''he maim tanks near the en-

gine, he said, were vented above
decks,

fumes from within the tanks to

thereby

allowing the

escape into the open air.
- The jury found that Houston
‘and Orvik came to their deaths

'as a result of Injuries received
"during

the explosion at the

dock.

' FUMES BELIEVED TO
' HAVE CAUSED BLAST

The rider to the verdict was

suggested by Coroner Stephens
‘after the conclusion of testi-

mony when he said that a pos-
cause of the explosion
that fumes

from the after tanks dissipated
' into the hold of the boat when
0l dock attendants filled them

an hour and a half be-
fore the blast occurred.

' about

, pilot house of the Lorna H., Capt.
Knutsen took his seat before the

jury and recounted the precau-
tions he had taken to clear his
'boat of gasoline fumes before!
starting the engine to return to
' the halibut grounds on the af-|

' ternoon of May 23.

He left the boat at noon, he
said, leaving orders to have the|
fuel tanks filled during his ab-
n{‘llc{’ He returned at 1 p.m.
‘and went below to inspect the
mgmo While below, he opened
' the sky light and doors and,

Hun_ﬁlamellmg the presence of galo-|

line, inspected the engine and
tank connections for leakage.

Capt. Kutsen said that he used |

'a water hose line to flush out|pater reports said that hundreds
' the engine room and under th{“luf persons were believed killed

pumped the in the wreck with manv others

t.mk:, and then
water out of the boat. The boat,

he said, carried 480 gallons of | The line is subject T© frequent
120 in the two spare=:..tt,f1 ks by Commuunists. A series
‘of explosions occurred and the

gasoline,
tanks aft.

'halibut boat Lorna H while she u.ds moored at the
dians hold tickets on Mighty | 'Home 0il Co. dock here on May 23.

e e o m  m  — ———

MEDOS T0

BE HANGED

Death Sentence Passed by Mr.
Justice Manson on Killer of
Vancouver Police Officer

VANCOUVER —At the comple-
tion of a five-day trial, Harry
Medos, 22, was convicted by a
jury at the Supreme Court As-
sizes here late yesterday after-
noon of the murder of Police
Officer Charles Buyes during a
gun attle on Falsc Creck flats
February 26 last. He was sentenc-
od to be hanged Wednesday July
30. The jury was out only 37
minutes. Immediately after its

return with the verdict of cuilty,
Medos was asked if there was
any reason why sentence should
not be imposed upon him. He re-
plied “No.” Thereupon Mr. Jus-
tice A. M. Mansocn passed the
death sentence.

Trial of Willlam

Monday.

Limping badly. because of an
””uly to his right. leg received third member of a bank hold-up
'when he was blown out of the|2ang following the exploits of

Hendergon - 9 allegesdlv

' which Constables G. O. Leding-
ham and Boyes, with Gunman
DJ[ glas Carter, were kKilled. The
'encounter ‘followed an alleged
,frustratnd bank hoid-up.
' Detective Hoare, credited with
killing Carter, was wounded
three times in the battle and
' Medos was also wounded.

CHINESE TRAIN
MINE- BlASTED

P— A land mine
oxplcded tuday benvath a four-

on the Peiping-Mukden Railwav.

1linjured. Cars were

telescoped

Vent outlets to the main tanks | loccmotive was destroved.

were on the side of the p110t|

"house, but the vent outlets to .
the spare tanks were below!
" decks.

“1 had Bobby Houston in the
before
and asked him if he could
smell fumes and he said that

; . Knutsen
““—‘_dt"“ld not,” Mr. K was standing on the dock.
sala. | "It sounded as though the
He declared that he felt| muffler was blown, then it all

reasonably sure that there was)
no danger from fumes after he
had washed out the engine room

and ventilated the fo-c-sle.

a minute, then stopped.

e

 Juries which had caused the two

men's deaths.

l
' DOCK ATTENDANTS
GIVE EVIDENCE

James Irvine.

oll doek

went up in front of us.”
Irvine ran to the oil compan

moored in front ol

pressed the button again and time

then the explosion came.

’ “There could have been some-

Ithmg wrong with the muffler,
' because it didn’'t sound right.
A faulty muffler
caused flames."
The engine,
“first class”

he

after hold that “blew.”
| All the men were sitting on a

the explosion came, except Or-

ing table.
Dr. R. E Coleman,
pathologist, explained

the In-
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sald was in
shape previously,
having been recently overhauled.

He declared that he thought'been completed before 12:20, an
it was the spare tanks in the hour and 20 minutes before the
He assisted in carry-
ing the body of Bobby Houston

railing on the after deck when |

vik. who was sitting on the bait- |

said that he did
believe that the f[aulty
above the pilot house

Lorna H. could

Irvine

putting 138 gallons into

tanks.

' explosion.

from the wharf after the blast.

the explosion.

Hendeyson,
17, similarly charged, will start

the

leen car nassenger ‘rain at Lutai

e —-1

atten-
dant, said that he heard the en-
gine of the Lorna H. start as he

office to take cover from falling
| debris. He ran down to the floats
. When he went to the pilot|iand onto the troller
'house and pressed the starter was
'button, the engine ran for about ' Lorna H. Knutsen, he sald, was
He ' climbing aboard the Beau at that

Beau whieh
the

noc
muffler
of the
have had any-
could have  thing to do with the explosion.

Witness Ole Slatta sald that
he had fuelled the Lorna H.,
her
The job, he said, had

Neil Stromdal, John Finley and
Swint White, oil dock attendants,
recounted their stories of events
hospital | immediately preceding and after

le.
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