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Unnecessary Restrictions

N OUR NEWS
story

COLUMNS today we relate the
of a Prince Rupert fishing company ex-
ecutive who wanted to come home from Ketchi-

kan but had to wait five days for a Httulm(l al-

l

hough Alaskan aircraft were standing | v ready

to bring him here, being prevented from doing so
by the red tape of permit regulations accentuated

b
]

18 of course.

v Ottawa's failure to even reply to a normal ap-
lication for permit.

The lapse in execution of departmental routine
merely incidental to the matter al-

though it served to draw attention to the existing

regulations.

The important thing is to try and

get something done about the removal of or relief
trom regulations which are hampering the carry-

]]];_ Ol

Hl W htl[

zhould be normal transportation

and communication by the modern means of air-

craft between Alaska and Prince Rupert.

Surely

there should be no barriers such as this.

ern

closer
Rupert and Alaska.
Lo prevent 1t.

Air travel 1s more and more becoming the mod-

way of transportation and doing business.
There can be no argument against facilitating
and more easy transport between Prince
Red tape should not be allowed
So why not away with another of-

fensive bit of red tape and let travel by air in
these lung distances be as simple as by steamship
and other modes”
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BARBARA'!

'ANADA IS PROUD of the Dominion’s
utiful and skilful Olympic Queen of the flash
ing blades—Barbara Ann Scott of Ottawa—
vho won the figure skating championship at St.
\hn'i* vesterday. It was a grand achievement
and, while 1t 1s only one event, probably it is the
most uﬂrnrful of the whole Winter Olympics. In
publicity value it is worth millions to the Dominion.
jld}T.}(U]d]']}‘ when won by one so charming and so
modest as Barbara Ann who said in an interview
last.night that her ambition was to get home and
start studying domestic science at university which
1S typical of the girl who may be said today to
have the athletic world In hlrlrhmr at her feet.
With Barbara having crowned herself and her
country with glory at the Winter Olympics, our

Royal Canadian Air Force hockey team is also
owing a good account of itself so Canada is not
doing so badly in the classic of amateur sport
ajtainment.
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PROVINCE ON JONES ACT

HE VANCOUVER PROVINCE

comes out with

the suggestion that Ottawa might do something

to expedite the United States repeal of the Jones
Act which keeps Alaska in bondage to Seattle
shipping interests by preventing Canadian vessels
from serving the territory as they might well be
domg. It 1s Interesting to note that the Province
recognizes the strategic position of Prince Rupert
with reference to Alaska, a situation that Alaska
should and could be allowed to avail itself of.

[intitled “Why Keep Alaska Chained to Se-

attle?” here is the Province's editorial:

“Ottawa should put some real pressure on Washington to
amend the notoriously archaic and unfair Jones Act which for
80 many yvears has helped to isolate Alaska and made it almost
an exclusive ‘preserve’ of Seattle shipping interests.

“The Jones Act works a hardship on Alaskans and discrim-
inates foolishly and unfairly against B.C. shipping companies.
It is siated for some amendments by Congress this year but
already the US. Mgritimo Commission has recommended
against any change which would enable Canadian vessels to
carry passengers and freight between Alaskan ports.

‘The commission also takes a dim view of a bill to authorize
shipments of merchandise to a Canadian port via a Canadian
railway and then to Alaska on Canadian vessels. The law now
permits such shipments by Canadian vessels to points in the
continental United States but forbids it to Alaska.

"As lbe law now stands Canadian ships can’t carry passen-
gers or freight from one Alaska port to another and can take
into Alaska only passengers from Canadian ports and products
of strictly Canadian origin. There is even a story that a Cana-
dian furniture shipment to the Panhandle had to be routed
through BSeattle because the furniture was held together with
American-made screwnails.

“U.8. business, too, would often like to send goods to Alaska
by rail as far as Prince Rupert and then ship them the rest
0f the way. But at present it must send them via Seattle. re-
gardless of cost or inconvenience.

“For Alaskans the situation is absurd and irritating. Passing
their doorsteps every week are Canadian vessels which are un-
able to offer freight service to or from other Alaska points or

“the outside.”

“If the United States is going to be consistent with efforts
to reduce trade barriers and inequalities, it can do a little
spade work close to home. The present shipping barriers be-
tween Alaska and B.C. benefit only the shipping interests of
Seattle and Portland.

“Alaskans and British Cn]umbiamx don’'t want them.”
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