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Col. J. L. Ralston

OLDIER, lawyer and public servant, the late
James Layton Ralston - made his way to the top
of all three professions by hard work and metic-

ulous attention to detail. He was one of Canada’s
most respected and courageous statesmen.

His record generated such confidence in his cap-
abilities that even his political opponents recognized
them and, during the 1940 war session of parha-
ment, urged his promotion to the post of prime
minister.,

A popular choice for the finance ministry when
Hon. Charles Dunning resigned in July, 1939, be-
cause of ill-health, Colonel Ralston refused the post
to remain at hig legal practice, standing by his 1935
decigion to abandon politics.

The outbreak of war on Sept. 3, 1939, changed
that. He offered his services in any capacity, pre-
ferably on aetive service such as he had experienced
in the First Great War, when he rose from a cap-
tainey to command his battalion as leutenant-
colonel and was wounded and decorated

Instead, Prime Minister Mackenzie King ap-
pointed him finance minister on Sept. 7, 1939,

When Hon. Norman Rogers, minister of national
defence, was killed in an airplane accident on June
10, 1940, Mr. King chose Mr. Ralston as his suceces-
SOL.

(‘ol. Ralston was given general supervision over
all branches of the services with particular respons-
ibility for the arfy. Major C. G.Power, his old col-
league in the House of Commons, became minister
for air and associate minister for defence and Hon.
Angus L. Maedonald, former premier of Nova Sco-
tia, became navy minister, giving Canada a defence
ministry trio of First Great War veterans.

1The months following saw the Canadian force
in the United Kingdom grow from one division plus
to an army corps and then to two-corps army pro-
jected in the 1942 program.

Soon after taking offiee Col. Ralston made a
number of staff changes in the department and pur-
sued aggressively a policy of exchanging senior
officers as between national defence headquarters
and the forees overseas.

He himself made more than one trip across the
Atlantie by air to visit the forces in Britain, confer
with British army leaders and learn of overseas
conditions and requirements at first hand.

On one trip he suffered a painful attack of sci-
atica but that did not stop him from going about his
joh. He moved m a wheel chair, limped about on
crutches and later with the use of a stick kept mov-
ing, visited the troops and even teok a bumpy ride
In a4 hren gun carrier.

The inereasing danger of direct attack on Can-
ada which followed the entry of Japan into the war
in December, 1941, led the minister to speed prep-
arations for home defence but he decided home de-
tence should not result in any less men going over-
seas, and that the overseas army program, pro-
jected before that development should be carried
OuL.

The measures taken ineluded additional defence
lorces on the two coasts, formation of two addi-
tional home defence divisions to provide defence in
depth, and intensive development of the reserve
army to provide a second-string force for local de-

tence 1n all parts of Canada.

In the spring of 1942, Col. Ralston made a per-
sonal visit to the west coast including Prince Rupert
and conducted a detailed inspection of defences in
order to see for himself that the best possible dis-
positions were made of the larger forces and arma-
‘ment being provided for the area. Formation of
groups of militia rangers to guard outlying distriets
of Alberta and British Columbia was an outeome of
hig trip.

1t was typical of the integrity of the man and
courageousness of his eonvictions that he parted
company with the government in 1944 on the iss=%e
of conscription for overseas serviee and rvesigned
from the government.
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POLITICS ACTIVE

ASKATCHEWAN will vote next month anneunec-
ed  Premier Douglas
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last week. The voice
of the C.C.F. will mingle with the prairie
breezes. Ontario and Alberta will make their pro-
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By W.. and Reflections I

Yes, getting back to work is a
dreary sort of nuisance and you
would not mind another few days
of leisure, perhaps. For there 1s
a “perhaps’” and 1t does not take

long to develop Lounging,
dreaming and dollars growing
fewer and weaker become a

melancholy bore

vincial appeals. Here and there, over Canada, will
be a few by-elections. Soon, in the spuds and her-
ring belt, New Brunpswick’s ballots will be cast. And
right now, Newfoundland is m the throes of dis-
covering how the electors are feeling. Meanwhile,
where federal fates are coneerned, all that ean be

done is wait and see. All in all, the immediate poli- ¢

tical future should be anything but dull.

‘out
Ii heur(l thelp was a pl”‘"l)PCI of ,.;““1 Intended to wl..l‘s’ Blg LOWT]L,
' four dollars | #0ome day'! Name of fellow pas-;
being spent a few hundred miles

‘away. None could have thought |
4

‘something
' Plainly, they were all outelassed

The press of Prince Rupert
and, By Jove, there were three
daily papers—prociaimed on May
25. 1911, that the city had basked
in sunshine, that all the Indians
in Skeena had come to town, and

that these included no less thanp |

severn brass bands garbed in bril-
liant uniforms. Something re-
calls to us a pleasant time
had by all

WS

Prince Rupert real estate
hoosters, years ago, had never
been trained think of big
money-—that is, real big money.
They would have run completely
of copy could they have

L0

hundred million

the words. Here was

overwhelming.

up right

LOO

just mere pikers

With a thousand of them in
‘town, Canadian Legilon conven-
tion delegates will just abouf

own Saskatoon this week. They
rcome from all over Canada
katoon has travelled a long way

Sas-

since 1907. when it was I ust

another prairie town with lots of
ambition and dust. There was no

university, nor was there a lordly who minded their own business |
 Bessborough hotel, Jimmy Lani-

‘gan ,however, had a hotel
‘day, a travelling man,
idtm'n to dinner, inquired wha
Kind of soup he was serving

‘May,
'Rupert,

'with a

had, by
an miury

and inquire if he
suffered

start
any cnance,
Ru-
and

1'\'{+1't1

when Prinece
pall ground

Ball games,
pert had no
certainly no grandstand
played on the GTP dock, and
this took a bit of doing. With a
harbor on one side and a con-
centrated, primitive looking
place called a eity, on the other,
hurling a sphere and swinging
a bat,
tude. Nevertheless, it was no
trick to work up considerabie
excitement

dboard the Prinecess
?0) work Iin Prinee
the writer back in the
‘09, chaneed chat
middle aged stranger
who had a few questions Get-
ting off at Prince_ Rupert, enh?
What was my line? Oh, news-
papers'! He knew Mr. Houston'
Yes, knew him quite well. A lol

Sailing
L.O LO

spring ol Lo

Of at Prinee Rupert, (oo

was Hart--Frank Hart

senger
Prince Rupert, prior to
‘alter Incorporation, was
unwanted and distorted
‘nown. Nearly anyvthing
cerning Prince Rupert
exageeration and the
slant, It was not to be
the terminus would
model diseretion. The

glivel

suffere«

bhe

| U
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'be anything else.
a rallway camp,
0ol construetion,

iIn the
different?
But

anyone--male or

'Reminiscences i

(of folks knew John. He was get-
| ting

-
COIl-

I

wrong
expect-
a |
com - |
munity was rough. It could not |
Wheever saw |
middie
Who
looked for delieate distinetions'
female--
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Personalities
Of Early Days

HAMILTON DOUGLAS

Hamilton (“I Might State") |

'Douglas,
'Prince Rupert when the
‘was new, liked people and this

who flourished

city

was one of several reasons why

'he was frequently elected to the
¢city counell.

Everyone ecalled him “Ham"

for short, and that was legieal,
for he happened to be of shert
and sturdy bulld.

He might, on

occasion have shown a temper

‘but it is questionable if, during

the time he lived and labored In

Prince Rupert, It was ever re-
vealed He was always the
same-—calm, good natured, be-
lieving the best instead of the
worst, possessing a strain ol
optimism and enjoying a chat

did not allow much lati-

(]
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“Ham” was along In years but
he had the rebound and cheer
of vouth. If he had a hobby it
must have been the cily council.

Always, he had his weather
in  that direetion Again
and again he ran for alderman
and 1t pleased him mightily (o
Sit In at commitiee meetings or
geliberate at regular sittings.
One one ocecasion he was chair-
man of the finance commitlee
they called him “minister
of finance.” There was once he
ran for mayor-—not that he was
sure he would fill that august
chair but just to see what would

eye

and

nappen anyway He captured
thirteen voltes, and how he
would go off into peails of laugh-
ter trying to describe how |t
made him feel and conliessing
nNe never thought there were so
many people with such bad
judgment left in town-—-not so
many ‘lars.’

He Look greatl pride in his son,
who had developed a
academy in
IL up Lo sueh a degree of success
that it was, of its kind, aboul
the foremost establishment

BLACKHEADS

simpi, dissolve and disappear by this one
simple, safe and sure method, Get two
ounces of peroxine powder from any drug

. store, sprinkle on & hot, wet cloth, and
 wpply gently—every blackhead will ba grus.
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and |

and played the game was safe--

GREAT YARMOUTH, Eng. &

One perhaps safer than where more
SILUNg iculture could be found
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“NEW ROYAL
HOTEL

A Home Away From Home
> & @
50 Rooms, Hot and Cold
Water

PRINCE RUPERT, BC
Phone 281 PO Bozx 19

—————

Margaret Mcl.eod

OPTOMETRIST
IN NEW OFFICES

ROOM 10

STONE

BUILDING
®
NEW

PHONE
BLUE
593

RUPERT MARINE REALTY

(J. CLAUSEN & SON)

“Good soup,” said Jimmy. Scheduled for demolition, the
| Jo0-year-old house on South
| some of Prince Rupert's Quay where Cromwell's officers
' earliest football matches were plotted the death of King|
staged on Second Avenue a IChurit#s [ has been reprieved.
 favorite location being west of Sy
| seventh  street, There were all

sorts of people in town, then.

'Those interested in football

knew all about the sport. The :

indifferent Kknew nothing. We ‘Take Listings of . . .
'Which led a spectator, seeing

less head. to

— = ————

player’s zive
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DEMAND
THA

IR

This scientific instrument
tells us what's wrong when
you bring your watch in,
and it tells you it's right

—

STOCKHOLM &®-—For every
house or apartment offered for
rent in Stockholm last year
there were, on an average, 13
prospective tenants. In January

LUTON, Eng.

—e—

anyone

looking for homes. menrly of this town.

»—A Toronto
|man has offered weekly fuoct:‘
parcels and £10 ($40) reward to
giving news of his'
of this yvear 22,733 persons were | brother, Frank Titterington, for-

when you take it away
Faster, more economical
repairs, with printed proof
of accuracy.

. BULGER’S

the ball land smartly on a hat-
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BOATS FOR SALE OR CHARTER

BROKERS IN BOATS, MARINE AND FISHING EQUIPMENT
—TRY——

RUPERT MARINE REALTY

FOR QUICK SALES OR CHARTERS
(Just East of Lipsett's, Waterfront)

Box 548

5 — -

OPEN

1
|
{
|
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Phone 179 [

TRY
Rex Cate
FOR TASTY MEALS

Chop Suey
6 AM. TO 2 AM CHINESE DISHES OUR SPECIALTY

Tt mmme s o — T

Phone Green 975

Chow Mein

SECOND AVENUE, OPPOSITE PRINCE RUPERT HOTEL

Kaien Co-op
Fix Up
Clean Up
Paint Up

MARSHALL-WELLS FINE QUALITY PAINTS
JUST PHONE-WE DELIVER
Box 1127

® 251 3rd West

'Police Officers

| wpransfers invelving officers of
!the British Columbia Police in

Lhis

in'

daneing |
Seattle and worked |

e ————— —_— 5

Are Transferred

.division are announced
They include the following:
Constable G W Anderson
from Burns Lake to Massell.
Constable Robert Haaden, Vic-
toria to Burns Lake.
Constable R. T. Haron, QOcean
Falls to Prince Rupert Clly
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FOR SMELTING TESTS |
AUCKLAND, NZ. ©.-A H
'Nordmeyer, minister of mdust- |

ries and commerce, announced
that an electric furnace will
imported from Britain. The fur-
nace will be located ag Onekaka
on the North Island and will
Carrvy out smeitneg On \ron
sands and ores
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could (_ld!n'i‘.. Sometimes, in the lested fabrics properly w.'u-lilxl‘;“ji,.I.ML Lhorgyg)
_ilt"ill. Of a lecal election Calll- to give the wearer Wi T.-uu, (i aigng
paign, he would trip the -ligh! vV Salistaction
fantastic on the stage, and Avallable | 34 to 48
Was never Known Lo lose hhn |
any votes. He was a man oi v
spymfovrtalla otet yaay* | p— A dhea on
seitll  BLOWSES -BY joroax srortvg

stepper.
Ham's alert interesi
Rupert did not lessen
moved away. Had he
south, he might have
today. 1n Seallid
by a car and
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be remembered a.
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ONE PAIR

WITH EVERY §$10 OR MORFp
PURCHASE MADE AT

DOMS’

DEPARTMENT STORF

AL R e s R TR S

|

| The Popular

Styled and manufactured bv the

i S

’IAN

® 525 THIRD A

mm‘.'.

Just Arrived.

LE. GANT and NATURE'S RIV
FOUNDATION GARMENTS

striped Jerseys in navy
tallored and espeetall pretty (o

BUY WITH CONFIDENC]

NETTE ”alﬁ_v\ )
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than consider

There are more
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Edmonton, Alberto

' ' ticulor
Ple ase mail me without obligahon full p?f Ic
requirements And opemngs NOW avoilob

NAME (PLEASE PRINT) M KN

ADDRESS T

ihol
adian cilizen @ .

(1) o Can
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YOU ARE ELIGIBLE TO |
APPLY IF YOU ARE i
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l ADVERTISE IN THE DAILY NEWS FOR L

VENUE WEST

If you are nearing the end of your school doys
are thinking of your future, you cannot do b
caretully
offered by the RCA

When you join the RCAF. you get o Mo
training in @ trade such s rodal
mechanics, photography, armaments

0n|y o few, You earn while you learn

thaon
trades in the RCAF in

find the work and careel of the

Students with grade ||
generul, technical of commercial subjecrs are
eligible for the trades illustrated
men may be uccppfnd with
standards provided they

aptitude for learning

YOU GET ALL THESE

IN THE RCA’

Continvous employment and poy.
Technical trades training.

Full opportunity

Progressive pay increases.
Sports and recreational faciliies.

¢ 30 days vacah
o Medical and dental care.

¢ Clothing provided
® Retirement income assured.

M»-m Mail this todoy’
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chow better than ovet

for advancemenl
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