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Tibet

IBET looks like the next sphere of Communist

agoeression. kven the hm dly gestures of Prime
Minister Nehru if:u';ml Saviet ussia and his out-
spoken views in favor of Communist China in
respect to the United Nations have not headed off
the invasion of Tibet which is a move of deep con-
cern and import to India.
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Tibet 18 a strange, mysterious and little-known
country which, {llit* to its remoteness and inaccessi-
bility, few white men have seen, In faet, up to
relatively a few years ago, white men were refused
entry. In the present Asiatic situation, 1t i1s a place
of strategic if difficult position, :

Highest country in the world, its tablelands
average about 16,000 feet above the sea and its
great mountain peaks reach 24,600 feet skyward.

It is bounded on the north by Sinkiang, on the
northeast by the Chinese province of Chinghai, on
the east by the Chinese province of Sikang, on the
west by Kashmir and Ladakh, and on the south by
India, Nepal .and Bhutan.

The border with Chinghai and Sikang has long
stood indefinite and the limits between Tibet m“ul
Sinkiang have been in doubt.

Tibet, with a population (+:=ti111£1t(+('1 at 3,000,-
000, has long been known as a treasure house of
gold which facter may also have some significance
in current developments. The almost universal dis-
tribution of gold through Tibet is indeed a re-
markable economic feature. Its gold digging was
referred to in mythnical terms as far back as
Herodotus, Every river which rises in Tibet in-
cluding the feeders of Brahmaputra, Ganges and
Indus wash down sands impregnated with gold.

Indian and Chinese influence have alternated

for many years in this land which also has had its
eras of indepeéndénce. The Russians have also had
their influence there, Nevertheless, Tibet has been
able to maintain a position of practical isolated
independence for many years—an independence
which 18 now ‘_thmuned as 1t has often been over
the .years, and it’is n the dangerous position of
being zmather of the world’s buffer areas in the
confliet between Communism and democracy. Last
vear the regent of Tibet made approaches to United
States for protection against Chinese Communism
and the situation has sinee been tense,

WIDE OPEN TO ATTACK?

E\ R since the first atom bomb was exploded
over five years ago there has been much talk
in this country about civil defense. But judging by
the speech of General Worthington in Montreal
recently, talking is about all we have done, ob-
serves Financial Post.

Only two cities in Canada, Vancouver and
Sault Ste. Marie, said the federal co-ordinator of
civil defense, have any real orgamzation for deal-
ing with this problem.

To say the least, that is a highly disturbing
situation and calls for prompt action by municipal,
provincial and federal authorities. No one is ex-
pecting miracles or anything like 100 per cent pro-
tection, But certain commonsense steps could be
taken now that would give some measure of safety
at reasonable cost. General Worthington and oth-
ers who have made special studies of what hap-
pened in large-scale civilian bombing in KEurope
and Japan assure us that casualties can be reduced
as much as 75 per cent with a well-organized civil
defense system,

Of primary importance is a definite plan in
Important centres to produce full and instant co-
operation between fire, police, hospital, ambulance
and other services, Responsible heads in these var-
1ous groups should know in advance exactly what
18 expected of them and what they can expect from
the other services, The public should have some
general knowledge of what precautions are to he |
taken, what mass impulses to be avoided.

We are taking enormous and totally unneces-
sary risks lf we leaye all these preparations until

after the sirens sound.

Q(‘RIPTI Rl‘ PASSAGE FOR T()IMY
“Harden not your hearts.”-—Hebrews 3:8
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HOW TO BUILD A GOOD CREDIT RECORD |

1. Pay charge accounts in full by the 10th nf each month,
9. Make contraet or installment payments on or before
due date.
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