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\BOR DAY, which falls this year on Monday,

September 6, is unique among Canadian holidays

hecause it is the only one this country has
adopted from the United States.

All our other holidays—except perhaps Thanks-
giving—ave of British origin or entirely Canadian,
such as Dominion Pay, and in Quebec, St. Jean
Baptiste Day.

It was a Canadian—Alexander W. Wright, a
native of Markham Toewnship in Ontario—who put
Labor Dav on the Canadian calendar. Wright, who
had worked as a newspaperman in Guelph, Ontario,
and later became editor of an influential American
labor journal, also was largely responsible for
[/nited States labor deciding on the September ob-
servance. One faction of American labor favored
Mav 1, but Wright, never well disposed towards
Communists, stubbornly u])p(_::;ed the date common
in Kuropean countries.

And 1t was Wright's zeal that resulted in Labor
Day bhecoming a statuatory holiday in Canada,
through a bill introduced—oddly enough—by a
(‘onservative prime minister and endersed by Con-
servative majorities in tHe Senate and Commons.

Wright returned to Canada after working in
the United States and, without funds, went to Ot-
tawa as a labor lobbyist. The dynamic Journalist
not only talked a majority of the Conservative
members into favering the idea; he even converted
Prime Minister Sir John Thompson, who personally
piloted the measure through Commons in 18%4,

The holiday, originally observed Sept. 1, later

was fixed for the first Monday in September to

provide a long week-end.

Though Labor Day is American in origin, the
idea of a labor holiday isn’'t a modexn one. It is
written that in the Middle Ages processions were
organized by trade guilds in England and other
parts of Burepe. The parades showed the medieval
working man’s nride of craftsmanship and stressed
his position in the society of his day.

HARVEST—OLD AND NEW

HIE LONG TRAINS of harvest excursionists
have faded into the past. The thousands of

husky, adventurous young fellows seeing some-

thing of their country for the first time have be-
come but a memory. 4
Other days, other ways. Getting the harvest in

now 18 different from what was common practice

long ago. There may be a few who could be called
excursionists but it is nothing more than a weak
trickle, and not to be compared with what it was.

When the boys headed toward the Great Lakes
and bevond they went in their thousands, accom-
panied by a few experienced officers to preserve
order. As the trains moved acress country, they
picked up new passengers. There was a cheerful
informality. Many lasting friendships were formed.

l.ads who were out on a big adventure lived to help
build new cities, and develop the prairies on a major

ccale. All were optimists, and without serious care.
In their exuberence, fights would semetimes break
out, but these were swiftly healed. There would be

much singing, to help while away the hours. Dozens
- had musical instruments with them.

The . excursionists broughit new and vigorous
life to the waiting west. It was the-right kind of an
invasion.

VANCOUVER WEATHER

A.\I ONTARIO DAILY prints a despatch from
Vancouver. It's about the weather, and is told
with refreshing candor. It says:

“Diplomatic relations with the weather man
have been severed. Beaches, normally crowded at
this season, are virtually deserted The usual
sound of merry-makers is replaced by rain drvops.
At the Pacific National Exhibition opening day

figures showed a drop. of 20,000

| “Vancouver streets are almost permanentv wet.
& Skigs are lowering and dismal and innevmi,'etefk radn
sprinkles the coatless. Hardy souls, going anywhere
usually wear raincoats or ulsters and carry um-

f

brellas.

HUDSON BAY SHIPPING

By W), and Reflections

HEE NUMBER of ships cavrying wheat AWaY
from Port Churchill before ice seals Hudson Bay

this year may total six. The brief season has been
& busy one. The present is a time when all that's
said for, as well as against the pert, as a shipping
centre 1s being thoreughly tested. The result, how-
ever, 1s not conclusive. The period when freighters
can come and go does not exceed a couple of months.
Loadings can continue through all winter in At-
lantie coast ports and on the Pacific coast. Hud-
son Bay, in fact, means doing business in a costly
way. Marine insurance for example is away high-
er. And still Prince Rupert goes without.
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LABOR DAY

Here 1s vour man—his name is Labor. He worked hard

— -

and long to help win the last war-—now he is working hard
and long te prevent another war—he is working hard and
long to preserve the democratic way of life—he 1s working
nard and leng to build an everlasting peace. He is the man
responsible for putting Canada first in production. He |
the man who deserves the highest tribate and recognition

oin this day.
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- gentlemen. He can’t put his confessed he had not travelled Spcaking of moisture,

message across—not just vet, far. Somebody once asked 8Sir! been the intentiol

For a lifetime, the territory had ) weeks. Bridges out en both high

Apart from all that's said both been pretty much out of the pic-}way and railroad
for -and against’ Labor as an in- ! ture. The trend of major even's| possible.”
stitution, this would be a sweet- .
scented world without it. Even e Fackinis
with all of our troubles of to-
day, compare 1948 with 1848.
What then-+«but a century ago-
of living standards, education.
health, plain humanity and
thousand other forward steps
along the hard path leading
away from ignoranee and cruel-
ty?? There is something to cele- |
brate on Monday.
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Mrs. Oskana Kosenkina, Rus-
sian school teacher, leaped from
a third - storey window rather |
than continue to live under the
Soviet in Russia. She has m:i
quarrel with the Russian people. !
The woman is in a New York |
hospital, and may survive, Thr:"f
Soviet call her “an enemy of
the State.,” The odds appear
somewhat uneven.

A friend remarked yesterday
he felt rather curious whenever |
he saw the world “motel” in
print. He understood if
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