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British Politics

RITISH PARLIAMENT 1s In session again.
Now that the government has cleared the air
with its timely declaration that there 1s not to be a
general election this yvear, Members of Parliament
are eager to hear how the time gained will be em-
ployed. Since no one supposes that the election would
be held in the later winter months anyway—short
of some formidable c¢risis, which, of course, is very
possible—the expectation now runs of a general el-
ection in March or June—probably June.

The Prime Minister is to make announcements
within a few days on the measures in which the gov-
ernment will ask the people to join to overcome the
economic crisis this winter, and the feeling grows
Lthal the government intends to try to rescue from
the superheated political exchanges of the post
weeks some sense of common national effort in a
national emergency.

On the whole, all political parties are probably
gratified by the decision to defer the election what-
ever one leader or another may say in the heat of
political argument. The Labor Party will be able
Lo complete its program set out in 1945 in “Let Us
IFace the Future,” and will hope to be able to take
credit for weathering the economic difficulties
of the coming months. The Liberals will have more
time to prepare, and get more candidates into the
field to strengthen their bid for many more than
their present 10 Parliamentary seats. And the Con-
servative Party likewise, will be able to carry its

British Columbia.

|

preparations to a keener pitch and is able to reckon |

also that the harder times that revaluation may
bring will have begun so that it. at any rate, will
not be able to be blamed for bringing them upon
the nation.

EASTERN GERMANY

HERE IS NO NEED to stress the undemo.
cratie character of the new Parliament in Flast-
ern Germany. Perhaps the last word on the subject
was said by Wilhelm Pieck. the puppet pr
himself at the foundation meeting. He congraly-
lated the new “People’s Chamber” on having passed
unanimously and without debate the long resolu-
tion put beforefit. And he expressed the hope that all
its future decisions would be equally unanimous.
That is a frank, indeed cynical avowal of the
real character of the new body. It exists not to dis-
cuss but to endorse the decisions and declarations
of policy which originate in the Kremlin. And Herr
Pieck’s hope that there will always be unanimity is
4 warning that there must never be dissent. ,Am'
members of either Chamber who may think of n];-
posing or criticising the presceribed line of policy at
any moment 1s invited to remember what has hap-
pened to such people in Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
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'or the moment. the new organization is com-
pletely subservient. In his first President;
Pieck paid the personal homage to the
generous Stalin”

al speech,
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which is required from all satellite
leaders. But there is an arrogance in German Na-
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holds dangers for }
the West.

TRAFALGAR DAY

T WILL BE 144 YEARS ago tomorrow (October

21, 1805), since. that battle of Trafalgar, famous
in the annals of British naval history, was fought.
The British fleet; under Lord Nelson, defeated the
combined fleets of France and Spain off Cape Tra-
falgar, just north of Gibraltar.
his decorations, refused to seek
the deck of his flagship, the Victory, in full view
of nearby enemy ships. He was shot by a marks-
man well up in the rigging and, taken below, died
in a few hours. According to history his last words
were “Thank God I Have Done My Duty.”
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PRE-STOCK
CLEARANCE
SALE

Raien Co-op
b HARDW ARE

FROM OCTOBER 214 — OCTOBER 29 Only

CONGOLEUM RUQGS
BAROLEUM and REXOLEUM RUGS
YARDS GOODS — FLLOOR MATS
INLAID LINOLEUMS

All LESS 20% on re. retail price

PHONE 179 BOX 1127
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WHAT A BUY!

WATERMAN’S ‘BALL POINTER’
No other Ball Point Pen works like a
Waterman's
Priced Right
Only $1.50

Refill Cartridees
o0e each

Complete Stock of
PENS
from

$2.40 to $15.75

Now available at
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