" UL E Hu;_.rt:ll LOily INEw -
saturcay, Februaiy 14, 1954

e IN THIS
CORNER

DICK AYRES

Faith in a project that is destined to perform a great ser-
vice to the youth of this city was demonstrated this week when
four sponsors stepped forth to support a quartet of teams in an
official Prince Rupert Little League baseball circuit

First in line was Edward Lipsett Ltd.,, who last vear, before
cven the “unofficial littie league” was formed, was willing to
oamble the money necessary to sponsor a team. This year Ihi_"

me company was right on the doorstep of the new Little
L.eague association with the money to put a full team in the field.
+ + +

Just as speedy and eager to help were Super-Valu, North
Star Bottling Works and the Prince Rupert Kinsmen Club, each
of which with Lippsett's are guaranteeing $350 to outfit 15
players per team with each team having a farm unit of 20

o+ + *+

When the franchise certificate of the Little League Baseball
Incorporated gives the Prince Rupert league the officlal stamp
of approval the young baseball players, 8 to 12 vears old, here
wil! abide strictly by the international groups regulations. The
leacue schedule calls for 18 eames for cach team. Teams will be
picked by the point system to prevent "packing’ a team with
talent and plavers on one team will not necessarily be drawn
from one district in town. It is the intention of the local league
to take out both group accident insurance for the players and
oroup public liability and property damage insurance which is
avallable through the parent body at a nominal fee

Plans for registration of prospéctive Little Leaguers and for-
mation of teams will be completed shortly. Main coneern of the
ssoclation at the moment is the lack of a suitable playing field
for games and also space for league and farm team practices

+ + +

Not to be left out, if hopes are fulfilled, are the boys over 12
vears old. The Moose Lodge has already expressed a desire to
sponsor a Pony League team and it is hoped that two more
sponsors can be found to run an unofficial Pony league this
summer. One thing, however, is certain. It needs the fathers
of the older boys to do the ground work and form the Pony
league association. The Little League group will have its hands
[ull

+ + *

Another gracious and generous project under way in the city
15 @ collection sparked bv Johnny Odowes with Gunnar Anderson
as secretary, to send three Prince Rupert fighiers to the Golden
Gloves tourney in Vancouver. The collection is going well but as
usual the merchants of the town are taking the shot. It is hoped

that sufficient funds to pay a one-way fare for Bill (Mouse)

VMiorrison, lightheavy champion, Andy Marshall, middleweight
Litleholder and Billy Tsuchiva, contender for the lightweight
crown. The Vancouver Province which sponsors the Golden

Gloves pays the other half of the fare and usually foots the

notel and food bill. Should there be any money left over it will
be used for a banquet to fete the fighters or could be utilized to
end them onto the Seattle Golden Gloves and further, should
there be enough. But any donations from the private citizen
would not only swell the fund but would be sincerely appreciated
As we've saild in a previous column there is nothing more heart-
breaking to an atildet2 who gives up his time and effort to train
eliviously enly o lind that he has reached a peak of perfection
for nothiug, as happened to Morrison and Marshall., Diamend
Belt champion:
+ T o+
POST SCRIPTS sSpeaking of the Diamond Belt, a Van-
ouver paper featured a pix of both Marshall and Merrison in
sunday feature on the annual tourney, but there was not a

word about the Prince Rupert boys in the story. Commenting on
this Andy remarked that the plctures spoke for themselves. At
the same time the paper forgot a photograph of heavyweight
namp Tiny Carlson . Both parents of Little Leaguers and the

iy

voung players wiill have the opportunity of seeing the real McCoy
Monday, February 22, when the association will show two films.
“This Is Little League” and “Little League Basies” at the Civie

Centre, There will only be one showing at 7 p.m. . . . On the
enior baseball front we learn that the three sponsors of teams
i 1ast years prince Rupert Senjor Baseball association are
planning on setting up a local insurance fund. Gerdon and An-

derson, Iaqn:r: Men's Wear and Commercial Hotel plan to con-
tribute 30 ner playver of a 15-man team with the total fund to be

£1 aside lor possible medical bills that might be incurred during
the season. smart move men!
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