OTTAWA DIARY By Norman M MacLe

One of the situations that is|commands of all the political

osiving pause to the CQOapital's’

politicians these days is the
noticeable reluctance on the
part of correspondents in the

Parliamentary Press Gallery to
court journalistic fame by pick-
ing the winner of the coming
general election. |

The newswriters and commen- |
tators just don't want to stick |
their necks out by predicting the
victory of a party leader whom
events may prove to be only an
also-ran.

This is a rare evidence of re-
straint on the part of the usually

enterprising Parliament Hill

newsmen. Ordinarily they are
lass noted for their discretion in
the hazardous field of political

« speculation than for the vigor of |

their opinions—which in the
majority of cases have a disturb-
ing faculty to the politiclans ol
nroving right.

At the present

moment the

politicians are finding the unu- |
sual
amongst the correspondents 5_ 1o refiect public psyehology to a
more than a little disturbing. | degree that, lor [;rui'lir:i* DUT-
They'd give a lot—speaking, of  poses, is higlily accurate

neutrality of opinion

course, in a wholly figurative'
sense—to know just what the
new journalistic eaution por-

tends.
[t's as plain as day to the high

we/

ETTERBOX

FACTS DIFFER
Editor, The Dally News:

A goodly number of eitizens
gathered in the Legion auditor-
ium on Sunday night to hear
addresses by the three eandidates
in the forthcoming provincial
election.”

Mr. George Hills, CCF candi-
date, stated that in the last
sitting of the Legisliature only
aone bill was passed,

Now I have recelved word-of-
mouth information I[ram
Hon. Lyle Wicks, Minister of La-
hor. the Hon. Einar Gunderson,

Minister of Finance, the Hon
Phillip Gaglardi, Minister ol
Public Works and the Hon

Robert Bonner, Attorney-General
that there were in fact 54 bills
passed. Mr. Bonner added that
the only reason more bills were
not introduced was because the
opposition talked so endlessly
that it was not possible Lo get on

north, and what is expanding | with the business at hand

I spoke to these gentiemen on

separate occasions and their
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in every detail.

I would suggest that Iif Mr.
Hills cannot be depended upon
to give truthful and factual ac-
counts of Legislature affairs, he
is not a fit candidate for the re-
sponsible position of
of the Legislative Assembly

(MRS, EILEEN WRIGHT
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notably absent from current des-
patches. The correspondents,
when they write gingerly on the
subject of election prospects, are
showing an Interesting disposi-
tion to play it safe by hinting
darkly that no individual party
may win-—that the next govern-
ment may have to be formed by
some process of coalition uflt'ur
the election.

Experienced party strategists
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some respect for press gallery
re-actions on the grounds that
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