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VANDERHOOF boasts a main street
today twice the magnitude it was a
few years ago. The rapidly-advancing
community spent a million dollars in

building in 1953, installed

and sewage system and is planning a

l.ocated near the exact geo
graphical centre of the province
f British Columbia, Vander:
hoof today is seen as another
st-growing community, stak
share In new develop.
in the northern half of

province,

Most representative af its
booming growth new con-
truction which last year topped
e million<doellar mark, greater
an that of any other central
. community,

Construction of a new federal
bullding at a cost of $278.000
heads the bullding list. At the
game time, 15 new business
places built
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Mmenis
18

i
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tended their quarters.
WATER SYSTEM

A new water and sewage dis.
posal system—taking advantage

| 0l a notable artesian well-was |
at a cost of $247.
| 000, and a $174,000 expenditure
production |

constructed

to Increase power

heads the efforts for expanding

L existing facilities.
i  Home construction accounted
i for most of the balance spent
& on building.
= Meanwhile, population of the
B Village of close to 1,000 has in- |
§ creased by more than 100 per .
P cent In the last 10 vears.

sharp upswing in ilumbering,
Keener participation in
agriculture are held as reasons

t for the growth of Vanderhoof.
t Heavy acitivity in the area by
F the

Aluminum
('anada

li-r

stages ol

Company
Ltd. during

| surveys and construction of the

famous Kenney Dam
~Nechako has ceased
“But no doubt, a lot of pros

perity of those recent days has

on the

i rubbed off on us,” says (zeorge

Ogston, foremost Vanderhoof

and past secretary of
the local Board of Trade

But while lumbering has
ourished and farmers have in.

}'i Hji.‘;tr\t-

quarters and an-|
other 25 established businesses
and industries added to cr ex

10

a new water
ing area,

8 Vanderhoof Stakes Claim
' In Fast-Growing Northland

creased production, the re.
sources of the Nechako Valley

new ice-skating rink. Forestry is a ma-
Jor industry but agriculture—princi-
pally beef and mixed farming—is the
backbone of the Necnaxo Valley of
which Vanderhoof is the central trad-
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& TO BE SOLVED NEXT YEAR

TRAIL, B.C. (CP)—The British Columbia government
feels the unemployment problem will solve itself within the
next year, says Lands Minister Robert Sommers, |

Mr. Sommers explained that projects that will be of |
immediate aid to alleviate the situation include the resump-

tion of logging operations and work on the government-
owned Pacific Great Eastern Railway.

He also looks to the development of northern B.C. as
a means of doing away with unemployment.
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__{Employment in Hazelton

A steadily producing silver|

‘mine which had its beginning
in the early railroad construe-
tion days is one of the most

ton’'s economy,

Providing a year-round pay-
roll for 85 men, the Silver
| Standard mine has been operat-
\ing continuously since its re-

its mill in 1947.
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gwhf*n it was backed by

mramynryte
i 3 o e ¥

11 years later, but was reopened
briefly in the '30s.

dividends during its peak pro-
{duction.
“This is no sensational mine.”

'dent.
Prior to 1945, lumber pro- and operations have to be car-
‘duced in the Nechako district|{ried out on small-scale basis.

stabilizing influences on Hazel-!|
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‘capitilization and installation of | SMELTER NEEDED

Development’ of the original proposed metallurgicd and
to 19810, hydro
Foley, | bisher Ltd, on the Taku River:
Welch & Stuart, railroad con-|as “a major contribution to the
tractors, The mine closed down|whole B.C. mining picture.

|
i
i

!
|

Two years ago it paid 28 cents | low-grade mines could operate

and known to hold vast deposits
=ays Willlam Dunn, superinten-|could also be operated profit-
“The veins are narrow  ably.”

1

'OTHER MINES

|

“haven't been tapped as yet,” was consumed locally. Today, | But our recovery is good, 95.7

says Mr. Ogston.

Only a small portion of the
832,000 acres of agricultural
land have as yet been de-
veloped, although Vanderhoof
boasts the only grain elevator
on the Canadian National Rail-
way between Edson, Alberta
and Prince Rupert on the west
coast.

Crop failures have never oc
curred in the Nechako, and be.
sides the production of cereals,
legumes and vegetables, it
yields a heavy tonnage of honey
and milk,

501l in the Nechako is a deep

‘wheat yielding 50 bushels to the

100
regularly,
Developed farms as well as

bushels

‘raw Crown land are available

10 new settlers.

Gold Rhsh Troilr Bec6‘|;1es

Highway Into

Prospectors Hail Road Completion
As Start of New Wave of Prosperity

{

2,000 carloads of lumber are ex-|{per cent.”
ported ' annually providing a! Production in 1953 —
payroll of $800,000.

MINING

Vanderhoof is also a jumping- |
off spot for prospectors seeking
to explore the mineralized area |

31,492 tons mined of which 9,833

D09 tons.

runs 185 miles northward is|,nd jead.
being still further extended in|

tory where such
copper, lead, zinec, nickel, anti- | ing
mony, asbestos, molybdenite, punn.
silver and gold have been dis-

‘covered in favorable quantities.iFBEIGHT HIGH
. Optimism is rife among the
when

'years ago

'stayed. Today, they are glad|/metal mines in centra] B.C.

they did and invite others to] s el o
'share their optimism and “look | Smelter in Tacoma.

”hp.m]' e |thience inio the U.S., costs $35

‘mine also are costly.

Mining Area

|tent.

{ from Prince Rupert.” _
M e a nwhile, representations

'National Railways for cheaper

. . . | : d
An army of men and equipment is pushing its way |rates, both for ore hauling an

more than 200 miles northward from Vanderhoof, B.C.,
‘into the heart of what mining experts believe is one of the

richest mineralized areas on

Completion of the joint pro-|

vincial-federal government road
into Alken Lake, a 100-mile ex
tension of the Manson Highway,
will provide access into that
part of northern B.C. between
the Rocky Mountain trench and
McConnell Creek, the Cassiar
mining district,

Prospectors, geologists and
mining men who know the area
being opened by the new road
hail its completion as a start of
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incoming supplies.
CLOSING DOWN

the continent.

“a wave of activity and pros.
perity such as this country has
never known.”

<ten mine on the Rocher De.

boule mountain which

' Road crews are now pressing
northward from Osilinka River
where a bridge started last
summer has just been com.
pleted. The Gsilinka was|100 tons daily in last two years.
reached after bridging the tur.| Besides operating their mine,
bulent Omineca River at Ger.|Silver Standard have done con-
manson Landing. ;

The 180mile mining road Terrace and Burns Lake and In

from Vanderhoof to Manson!
Creek was started as a provin-
cial government project in 1930,
The road was a widening and |

grading of a trail to the feverigh | S I w

mining towns which rmredt.'dgL upD y ater
into history at the turn of the
century.

Millions of dollars in gold had |
been taken from dozens of the
small tributaries of the Omi.
neca by placer miners from the
Yukon and gold camps all over
the continent.

While the placer gold rush
fever in the Manson area sbated

ket.

community water systems.

* inspection of its $250,000 water
almost as abruptly as it be-| and sewer installations which
gan, many smail and some|g.1owed capping of its artesian
 profitable operations are stilﬂwhic_h_ sunk at a depth of 528
'being carried on, Some believe | fnot in 1952,

'that untold riches in gold still| -
lie in the area.

stream of water five feet high.
a In recent vears, hnwmmz new

Installation of a 122,000-gallon
. 'storage tank Is expected
result of rich samples of silver.,prm.id,_. water for 6,000 con-
lead, copper and many other|¢,mers. Present population is
minerals brought out of areas | .vound 1.000

pectors and geologists. ature as it leaves the ground
s As a rESUIt. several expe{ﬁ:is 48 degrpeg_ It is Crygtal
‘tions have been led into the| cjear and has no major im-

north, although hampered by pyrities, but is slightly mineral

| lack of adequate maps or trails, | ized.

highesti been carried out in the last two
in the mine’s history — totaled|Years between

tons were sorted as waste, leavﬁcm“_r a copper show and a
'ing a net tonnage milled of 21,-E;-‘;i""‘b“’"f‘j ore deposit known as/
|
Ore yields about 50 per cent|COP erleadzinc Fiddler prop-
to the north, 'A road whichig“ver ;with the balance in zlncferty at _Dorreen. and American
- Boy (silver), Rocher Deboule'
g (copper - gold - silver), Western
We keep development work| ,
an attempt to open up a terri- |\well ahead of our mining. WeiTungBten Rocher DeBoule (c:lap.
deposits as|qg about $10,000 worth of drill- | per-goldsilver) and Brunswick

each month™ sald Mr. | (silverleadzine), all in vicinity ization in its wake.
(of Hazelton, '

All the ore is shipped to _a?
Freight via
rail through interior of B.C,'

'a ton. Supplies shipped into the

. Only other mine operating in |
'the area — the Red Rose tung-

Artesian Wells;
To 2 Villages |

One of several “wonders” of|
'B.C.’s northland is the singu.lar;;
‘use of artesian wells bem_g
!made by two villages for their |

The well spouted a four-inch/

to |

. L ] ’ L] ] - ‘
First Trading Post in ni in Prove nce
Fort St. James-—-ﬂﬁt white | Trade is an active body witkaelilv ¢ &y with 50'i three of t¥meem-—headed north
settlement in British Columbia ' pP2id-up members, mostly Urssy (sstly under alter the wr==mr and started an
and designated as first mpltal;4° vears of age, outfitting wmssiness for mining

of the province—corners the They are the men that = 1slt  that run parties, Thew"re doing well.

| the sawmills, the trappers  aqeppers of And Roy SS=goencer, who drilled
historic sagas-of the discoveryftoday, the miners, the mr—m ofs the mery yel unyhi.- village lot, hit an

‘and early development of Can-|chants, the mechanics, - irtesian wek B at 300 feet, piped
lada's tewset and potentially | They are the men that . ldt  that arelthe water o supply village
 wealthiest provinee,  boosting Fort §t, James, noton hemes, not 80 homes, andl recently sold his

 much with ballyhoo, but v 16 but with|business to Ewemay a 400-acre farm.

Here, in the summer of 1953, | 4. | ‘
officials of the University of| oo SPirit ud thelr work, The land  ®s good, rich soil
B.C. unveiled a cairn in a cere- | 213 %0“ Soogt m
. Thoxm=sands of a
available thxar—-sough purchase or
preemption ~ =Fxrom the govern-
ment,

Besides w=m. ®er and power, the
Fort has rrmee»st other modern
[acilities tocke=w.~w. such as garages,
thupches—t¥nwe= Indian mission is
100 years e»BweR-—hotel and auto
courts, boatss.  ©n the lake, cafes
and stores, te=TRephone connection

Jowrwork,
Like Clifford “Slim" Powrmetwod ™ Powney,

| Sage, designator of historical
sites of the province.

Dr. Sage marked Fort St.|

James, because:

“There are definitely more  910m “» more op
portunities here than in & ol & In any
Jaiics as “the first capital of other place in BC, and I krmanl | bed | know
our province .. .” It was there meost of the rest of the proviz=ivolg province,
that Simon Fraser in 1806 es-| “There is lumber for the &= ! =r the get,

tablished the first post for the ting, and plenty of it, There=wiT!  There is
the immediate area of Hagelton, | North West Trading Co. west| plenty of fur for trapping, == yepping, and

sald Mr. Dunn.  of the Rocky Mountains, plenty of gold in the creekss @it cresks in
“But given'any kind of trans-| Located 40 miles north ofreturn for elbow grease, e, :

portation system into the coun-| Vanderhoof, the Fort nestles onf “There is a tourist busirssniond  business :‘.‘"hl Vandex—Fwoof and medical

try nortii of here, mining devel-| the shores of Lake Stuart, a|for anyone who bulds for 1ol aliss for it, TV

opment would likely soar.” ' body of water motre than MENO one Who wants to work « fowr work can| Fort St. ~James, first the

‘miles in length and headwaters ' 10se, and what more does a rr=n § *»ees 4 man|01dest, now t!'le newest comim u-

'of the Stuart River which runs want?" ity (the ViR =ge was incorpor-

into the Nechako. | Pom_'rfey recently sold out & 10 s out his Ated in 195-3: ) r;::ec]ines t‘;b::k lt?
T = : ¢ Fort .t'[sa'.*;rn;“, one of the first estaden lmrst estab|d Setting o story an auti-

Ja;r::; t:;;u m;y‘ c:lorfl?lr a';d,élished there after the war, zws 10w war, ang il suroun ¥ E-= s,

dramatic past, and progress With his stake is doing prospessquig prospect.| 'It takes ¥w-=mcentive and deter-

: ing and mining, Mination,” s== Dr.G. M
‘during the past 147 years ma : . —~'S Lr. U, Mooney,
not sfem strl')iking. Tﬁday, ho“{i There are ofhers as enthusEatatie=nthusias. young physic=aaan who is building

“If a smelter were locatedfever' a modern village has re_gt.ic about the Fort and its viessiv el its viein|s medical ciE=zie. “Cood things
are in the e ture. | don't see

anywhere in northern B.C., evers ty.
how we can z=xiss”

at a profit and a lot of basef plastirte‘c:;:'?k?:'estizd t;ll:lt:flfs of| The Blackiun wothers  anievothers
metal mines already discovered Stuart Lake, Fort St. James|

ALUMINUM PROM PROFITS DRECOD P~
ONLY §19 MILLAINJLLIONN ‘5 3

' boasts a population of more |
'than 600. A power plant pro- |
| vides electricity for each home |
' where once a tallow candle was |
a prized possession,
Other mining properties.  Until a few years ago, the MONTREAL (CP)—Ne=si-(<2)~Net pofit of Alurer= Fnum Limited for
where development work has| Fort was an outpost of civiliza-| the year ended Dec, 31, 195201 1831, 1953, was $194T5.08F - a drop of nearly
Sores . Wliied ~heoatt with| $3000000 from the net for -1ol namet for the previous yese=mr.

;mkes' & zold panned daring A Earnings per share, e ohemare, computed on 9 A3,99 shares of

summer in the wilds. - capital stock outstanding, we=w gni®ing, were 8216, ompa x—=>d with per share

Today, hammers are ringing| earnings of 848 on a net e jof &4 net of 030789 in ~RO52

sl oe: B o g B | Profit before depreciat@ishyrereciation and taxes wresm = higher than in

: n

| f‘u“;‘;:;ntgo zgg i":f;l’lsfm ulf;lcil?’ ances for capital costs, heemd plmesls, however, were $SES0,600000 in 1953

takes to ‘the wilderners}; whené against $3.50000 the pre-=ow see previou year,

'its accessible supply is g | - Current assets at the yessy oft  the year end were $1955 _ 700,000 compared

hausted, and often leaves civil-| with §174.200000; current  yoriaarrent liablities $94, 1€, 000, $79,400,000,

- and working capital $101,6€9,10[& $101,600,000, $34,800,00 3

the last two years have explored |
15 properties. Findings “have
not been over-encouraging” in

Mr. Dunn also looked at the

development by Fro-!

Terrace and
Hazelton include the Nicholson

tion where men with beardedf
e Grotto at Usk, the gold-'and saws are buzzing with a/
the! 1952, being $95800000 in 19mI ot € in 1953 and §95,200.00%E> in 1952 Allow-

’Ihe Fort St. James Board nt:

VANDERHOUF =

GEOGRAPHICAL CENTRE 0F B(.

At the same time, the super-

silt and very fertile. Crops of |residents of Vanderhoof. Fortg|intendent Vﬁi(.‘f:d a strong Ol’)iﬂ'j
- | | the firs{ ion against high freight rates;

acre and of oats, bringing 70 settlers looked over the :-:ite.fm?in pr?h};*m (‘t;n(f;ﬂn;l;lf Dh‘;esrég
are grownithey were impressed and/@tion ol low-gra

BRIT I SH
GLOLUF MBIA

“But we are beating the cost '
of shipping supplies to some ex- |
For two years we haver}
trucked in almost everything

Business and Banking Centre of the Famed § baed Nechako Valley' ,

'are being made to the Canadian |

Portal to the vast mineral
resources of northern B.C.
via the Highway now under
construction north from
Germansen Landing.,

The Nechako Valley dis-
trict offers unusual oppor-
tunities to investors, farm-
ers, ranchers, lumber pro-
ducers, industrialists and
mining companies.

SPORTSMEN — VM SMEN—An ever-incre=aasing
number of speaqe 1o of sportsmen returrs  Vear
after year fomo! 18=ar for their limit o2 big
game, geese =5 %omeese and ducks anc®  fish.
Numerous laBig| 221 lakes and watexr—-=ways
abound with = Miweswith giant rainbow € =rout,

FARMING = RANCHING =LUMOUMBER NG

FOR INFORMATION WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE

fowers |
over Hazelton—is being for_ced':
out of business for the time|
being due to high cost of pro-
duction and bringing ore to mar- |
Red Rose has been milling |

A XRE

The Vanderhoof and District Boareard of T rade

'siderable prospecting between |

|

Vanderhoof village eomrpis-j
'sinners recently made a final

Geared to Serve B.C. Industry

‘and inability by explorers to

'back-pack enough provisions

for full summer prospecting.
Attempts to overcome these

' Another village to make use
of an artesian well for its water

'is Fort St James, 40 miles
| _

Finning Tractor & Equipment Co. Ltd was organized more thar=1sl! than 2 years == go to
sell and service Caterpillar and Allied Equipment and to supp Zqquesupply and serv—«e the

derving Northern
B.C. Since 1926

® Wholesale Fresh Fruits
® Wholesale Vegetables
® Wholesale Tobaccos

® Wholesale Confections

]

Thos. McMeekin & Sons

LIMITE

150 Third Ave. E. Prince Rupert

‘handicaps were pioneered
‘bush-pilot Russ Baker.
general manager of
Western Airways,
a well-known figure to
pers,
‘men
B.C.
He 1is believed to know the
country better than any other
living person. His bush plane
‘service and that of other pilots
‘made it possible to land sea.
'son's supplies on small lakes
in a vast unpopulated area and
exploration on a larger scale.
-~ In 1946 and 1947 rich lode
‘deposits of free gold were Jo
‘cated in the area to the worth
of Aiken Lake, but further ex.
ploration was discouraged by
remoteness of the area, 125
miles into a wilderness from
road’'s end at Germanson Land.
ing.
| Last year more than hall of
‘the roadless stretch was com:
‘pleted with 54 miles remaining.
It is expected the link will be
finished by this fall,
| Meanwhile Boards of Trades

now

trap-
prospectors and mining
in central and . northern

bY | the same geological belt.

Pacific | lage of 600, two wells are oper-
who became|ated as a private enterprise-—

lnorth of Vanderhoof, lying in
But
'in this newly-incorporated vil-

one from each end—to supply
village homes.

Other artesians have bheen|
sunk by farmers, some using
'the wells for private -water
systems and irrigation pur-
poses, although the Nechake
'Valley of which Vanderhoof is
the centre, seldom sees drought
‘weather. There has never been
'a crop failure,

new industrial

i r
'in Vanderhoof and neighboring
districts have resolved that the
‘road should be still further ex-
tended into Telegraph Creek,
then to Dease Lake and Lower
Post to connect with the Alaska
‘Highway. ¢

- The latter section is already
in the hands of construction
erews, with an annual $200,000
allotted for project work.

The Vanderhoof - Telegraph
Creek route has also been
'mooted for an Alaska-B.C. rail-|
road.

As B.C. has become Canada’s fastest growing province

empire of northern B.C.—so has our company gren % grown to give

of Caterpillar equipment the best service possible. Just as C=) 288 Caterpillar——p» & ©neer
in track-type power-—has developed the best

oped B.C.’s leading equipment dealership.

FINNING

CATERPILLAR

Tractors ® Engines
Motor Graders o m;rthmﬂu Equip-
men |

primary industries of British Columbia.

—empha=sgtnphasized by the=  vast
users

product, Finning T'=T 9®g Tractr has «devel-

If you're an equipment user, we want to serve you and we jrwil 9@e invie you toe  find
out for yourself how Caterpillar and Finning Tractor can
business deal you can make,

givwiy - give you the best

EARL H JRL B, [INNING= .
Preside=mt.

TRAGTOR & EQUPMENHNMENT (0, 7D
940 STATION STREET, VANCO WOUNAANCOUVER 4 B.C.

PRINCE RUPERT . VRN - KON - (RNgRoOOAC
NELSON - GHILLWAK . P39 ~ * PRINE GfORGE




