daturday, February 2, 1952 thé couple took a trip to Virginia tion
’ e e e , Bonny's home state but re- Meantime, Willlam M watts,
turned to Prince Rupert two and another Prince Rupert boy, who
2 h (il years ago had been in the grocery business, .

{hanges 'n Men S Stvles ‘:' Dell 1 a local high and Art Nickerson, who had been : | .

- sraduate who joined the|for i time employed by Bryant,

{umlum in October. 1046, and in 1937 siaried a men's furnish- n ow o u r u e r - l r m s-
14 f Local Habe d h 3 shown reen interest in!ings business on Third Avenue
ireer 0 raasner .
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”“ s8ing today’s man. for a in the premises now occupled DYy
modern world Vogue Footwear, During the W
'S f'\"t :\l{'k{"r'ﬁﬂl’l hiif'-’» flf‘ilh !H hE’lh(‘]'- L man with wide experience in  Watts & Nickerson bought out
Jeen mmany ('h:lﬂu'{‘:-: i]] the QY \".l{;l,.: of many departments and r-juTl;i:ﬂ.* L:f,nr.':v. B:_..:_;.t..--. _t_ua.--,f:”n-m, and
e : . - stores in Western Canada is Gar- the LtwWo stores were joined up al
[rom E'li'““ {'“]““*{l h“}':-“'l'},' in ¢cotton nett Hull Garnet’s pleasant the present siie
w ki Ot ¢ & Wil Y11V __ldemeanor 18 hacked by a store- Watts & Nickersoh were ior a
ry kind of color and textile mixture; | " wledee about men's | time also in the men’s furnish-
hottom and well-bottom trousers to clothing today, and yesterday. ings and hardware business ai
H' heon servine customers at Smithers but a couple 01 years
atts & Nickerson's since 1945, ago they left that town. A short
e H'f_r;l:.'- the company books in time later Watlls & Nickerson
~rtetanding oLher Lne immediately, he Hne is Mike Nickerson Art’s bought out the men’s furnishing
‘ continued with the sécond line brother Mike has made his home business of H G. Noel al Nan-
len roods—and became so on the West Coast since 1911, and alno which theéy 1enovated and
successful that today heé heads In 1942 settled here permanently re- tocked, making it one of the
when a the company for which he sold to add his knowledge and ex- most modern and t_llj-irr{iu!!'
and 15 president of one of the perience 1o the clothineg business lores 1n the Vancouver [siand
jargest wool gnitting mill in Of his brothers firm |
Western Canada FARLY BEGINNINGS Mr. Watts. an ex-mayor and
MODEEN TRENDS The present firm of Watts & iong prominent in many lines ol
Tne plgvest chanege that hasg Nicker Jr,: had ite foundings back local public service, left Prince
come into men’s clothing styles|in the early days. About 1910 Rupért to take over the manage
generalls : the influence of ) J Sloan Iiiii.’.ffxi-r'! a men’s fur- ment and now makes his home al
portswear. says the manager-| nishing store on Sixth Street Nalialino
partner of Watls & Nickers) which was soon taken over by “We have had a pleasant and
Sport shirts, for exampl ryal A few vyears WOrkable partnership,” says part- _ WP 8. TN __
came to Canada from the US |later a young railroadman, Joe ner Ari Nickerson - -
about 10 vears ago but actually | Grees came interested The “We like to do business in a ART N;CKEQS()M A[‘\]D CUSTOMER
onty became preaominent altel TR : rvant & Gireer con- Soralier city because we oo 4
Lhe Second World Wai inued for years until Greer left PrisOnil pusiness. Service and
And sportswear 18 not just althe cil H]-,,lm and his sons, personality count much more in
L Jimmy and Wizner, later joined a small communily than In a
‘Men want Lo aress more casu- | Lne Susines The store was maoy jarge city where seliing is nearty
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vaded the dress shirt field One
of the m'.'-hf popular is the “Harry
Trum; tvpe which features
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on, manager and partner of
watte and Nickerson, entered into the clothing
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T0 serve Lhe customer at watt
& Nickersons are three oOthel
men outstanding in their know-
dege and appreciation of style
ind material of clothing: Af

Men opreferred plain colors in those days,
says Art, mostly greys, browns and black. This
applied (o Hats, hosiery, suils and coats. In hats
Homburgs and 1!-i'blf-h were the favorites. The
Homburg is still sold today among many other
stvies. but the Derby now is for dress wear only.

that time. around the early 1920's, suits
were similar in stvle, and the trous2r bottoms |
were narrow the same as the young men prefer
them today. Again dark colors were the style.

Boriny Sprinkie was stationed
ner wizh the American Army
dquring the Second World War
ind won a bride, loeally born

In shirts there were just two Kinds, the dress

<hirt and the work shirt. In 1952, as contrasted
This firm favourite, ¢ spark!i dry | '
parkiing extra dry lager i

ﬁ ' to the 1920’s, the Sport shirt is put 0 many uses.
L : 1 :

: 1Y ' according to Mr. Nickerson, is color. If you wore

! a vellow shirt in those earlier days “they would
.c/ and gentle climate combine with the ' put you in jail” Now if you wear a yellow shirt
: , _ . von are "'"! L 1IN the SWI.
LA e skill and patience of the brewers to bring you Lucky o ight In thre swi
(

L b b i b To illustrate this point, t"if'J‘L‘=i!'1'-* men 1)1‘&{1'1(‘
aqer, a thoroughly satistying beverage. _y_; the “Harry Truman Shirt” to be . biggest selle

ﬂ of 1952 in Canada. Already a best seller in thP
USA it vear lareely because the president
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By FASLEY BLACKWOOD

Valuable TI|) on Defensive | l"} appeared in S0 many news cuts arrayed in a

._ : . 0 a4 “flowery print shirt.”
play in this hand which comes
' Men have not only gone over to color but

multi-colored shirts are becoming very popular.

Underwear and work clothing have also WALLY DELL AND BONNY SPRINKLE

undergone marked changes. In the first post-war
period the only underwear available was combina- Returning to the activities of Mr. Nickerson,
tions for summer and winter wear. he came to Prince Rupert in 1920 and worked for
Now the two-plece brief or joekey has taken a pi_nnepr men’'s clothing merchant, Martin
C'Reilly, for two years. From 1922 to 1929 Mr.
Nickerson was in the employ of the company
¢4 ¥ | 25 % Work shirts then consisted of one or two plain store at Anyox, B.C.. under Granby Consolidated
:1..;-;.:, (Mr. Ch implon ) v gl ot R F URRL A |1 G types, the shirts being of a very rough cut. Today Mining and Smelting Company. During his stay
£ Q103 HJ 0742 s | TN e 2 AR ] P Y25 the work shirt is cut along dress shirt lines, well he received a promotion to Manager of the Men'’s

: E \ : s L e & B R R S P L LAY - 9w finished and in a variety of colors Clothing Department there.

which you would do well to add

their nlace.
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OPPORTUNITS 'h Q J 10 ¢ - N : W ds : ety i | o for Bryant Co, Ltd., in the clothing business
" S A 6 Carl : and until 1937 worked at various jobs in the city.

Qo 8 e : ' In 1937 W. M. Watts and Mr. Nickerson formed
The b o _ . oo "V | ; ¥ , _ & a partnership and located their clothing store
01 \ i =anth " ’ <, ’ . = & .

5 ' 3 ' Vorn ol p } . - | at the present site of the Vogue Shoe Store.
1 L) "H ¥ . el 1 Y. . . ; . d o . Ry W

: AL} 1 | _ oo gage g 4 T Mr. Watts is a very active partner. A resident

W " PR, | o S ; - ’ of Prince Rupert from 1920 to 1949 . €.
switehes te diamonds. You star! mEmest L e A . moved to Nanaimo to open another Watts aﬂﬁi
an echo by playing the eigh ‘ STAR o e & i -\ G Nickerson stere in that city. He was mayor of
first lav off the Ht,zl ‘i“‘. | X : | 3 o oo S Prince Rupert in 1943 and always took part in
mond. win the second and lead | . X "~ ' ’. | civic work. He 1s a past president of the Chamber
a In‘z;wl !lvlll*."tf'.' u;h]al .}xi..'mi trump ) A . ' _ & ' of Commerce and the Gyro Club. His contribu-
1 Fixq;-mx.1-,:.;,::-nliiQig:i{: ht}““k W 1 . | b S ‘ ._ | __ f_j“ tion to the community was outstanding.
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d argument so he fell back | Is Awarc . P e N L The partners bought out Bryant Co. Ltd.
on an old favorite of his. “"Well oy . ‘ s o 194C, which i1s the present site of the Watts and

you may be right,” he said, "“"bul fotit b s
the play you're suggesting

double-dummy.” P N N ET Sy ik . = o gem— 3 e Interior premises of the store have been

Mr t‘!;:mmi}q} orinned wicked- N _ - 3 ; . s o Ld ; ¥y T § g renovated, the clothing and hat sections in
‘You certainly are.” he said . et S, AR VIS PSR AT R B T particular have been streamlined.

amp in his | ' ; ' : AN , I ‘ .- . . §. 5 - e : | Clothing lines carried by Watts and

n I was inl EEREIE A (150 5 St M -_ e S Nickerson are the finest. Buch names as

amonds. lu-!E. JOHN H. _ auit N v y - s - _ s S Fashion-Craft and Shiffer-Hillman for suits.

When he - , S VSR L Kahed o LRI B Stetson hats, Arrow shirts, Daks slacks, and GWG
beé:  out ol | e RSt 1 F oy L DAY - | N T ' work clothing can mean only the best in men's
till have “”!." | R : » ,} I-._ _ :l et TS . _ {‘ll']t-]"'lill[,!,'_

said Mr l | IrEAY S 0N ARG 5 ' . ' | f' e e TS
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Llamon ;i\ a'.",l ' . 3 Yor 13 *.,. l. .“ , :“I"_:: 1‘ t_*' -r \ \ I ‘ . |
righ John Bulger 14d. e 8 SN/ | ART NICKERSON AND GARNET HULL W. M. WATTS—Partner and manager
ave him a Third Avenue v e S N . . B | of store in Nanaimo.
All right, he | 7 g PR A AR R £ ._ * ' > :
- = Mgd'orn umknwn prvl‘er to wear coveralls A. S (ART) N]CKERSON-—-POH‘ner and

overalls H. S. (MIKE) NICKERSON, Bookkeeper

: ttention AII FiShermen -1 5 ‘ ‘ 1 ’ | Mr. Nickerson emphasized the fact that all G. R. (GARNET) HULL Salesman

s AR ae n's ¢ inor compared
¢hanges in men’s clothing are mino P W. E. (WALLY) DELL . Salesman

FISh ' . | e L R ) L | to color. The introduction of celor to men’s
¢rmen’s Local U.F.A.W.U. will meet - R i R 33 g | clothing is the big change.. B. S. (BONNY) SPRINKLE. Salesman
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