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The snow had already melted
irom the main streets. So in
the hired horse drawn two seat-
sleigh Dad had to seek the side-
streets.

Luck, destiny, fate—or as dad
would sayv, then and now—the
hand of God must have guided
the horse to that high brick
house at the foot of the moun-
tain.

The minute that the sleigh-
load of Philpotts looked at that
an el ectric shock passed through
the family. It stood visibly em-
pty, with a home chalked “For
Sale” sign tacked on the white
picket fence.

The house itself was big,
three stories high. It was good
and solid, brick. It was decor-
zted with the fancy
which was the
last Victorian days.
windows.

It had bay

On property
Known variety
vere scaares
plums. chee
vere iQong
currants
walnut tree,
other nut trees .to boot. There
was an enormous basswood tree.
And in front across the acre
and half property was a straight
row of Canadian hard maples.

Beyvond the house was “Ham-
ilton mountain”-—the pride and

wWas
of {ruit.
of fine fruit trees,
ries, apples. There
rows of raspberries,
There was a big black

every
There

T
the
1r
Yy

joy of every Hamiltonian and
. clsewhere.
i
There was one catch — just

above us, on top of the hill we
called “mountain”

h nroudly
the mental hospital.
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Canadian history in the House ‘um.”
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You will enjoy whole
wheat in this delicious
form. Vita-Weat is
whole wheat in crisp,
thinwaters. . .nourish-
ing and so satisfying.
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The story so far: Steve and Nancy are at Santa’s house at
the North Pole where they are going to take Santa's place
while he takes a nap before his Christmas Eve ride

CHAPTER V

Santa led Steve and Naney to
a small door at the side of the
living room.

Inside was a long, dark tunnel.

“It's 100 coid to be wandering
around outside up here at the
North Pole,” Santa said, lighting

candle, “so we have the tunnels
conecting all the .cottages and
workshops.”

Steve and Nancy followed
Santa through the dark tunnel
Santa had a candle, but he was
so big he almost filled the tun-
nel from side to side and very
little light indeed got back to
where the children were walking

When they finally entered the
next room the light was so bright
it almost blinded them for the
moment. When the children
could see again, all they could see
was books. Whole walls of books

On three sides of the room, as
high as the highest ladder could
reach, there were books. Each
row of books had a wide shelf
under it. On these shelves and
on the scores of ladders leading
up to these shelves were hun-
dreds of little men in colorful
clothes with long pointed hats
all busily working at the books.

Santa whispered, “These are
the dwarfs who keep track of
all the little boys and girls in
the world, and whether they've
been bad or good We musn't
talk too loud or we will disturh
them."

Each littie dwarf carried two
pens to write with, one over each
ear. With a fearfully big tug a
dwarf would pull a book from
where it was standing out onto a
wide shelf and open it to a
certain page.

“Why, they're writing with
hoth hands,” Steve said,

“It's twice as fast as the or-
dinary way,” Santa said, “but
come now. We mustn’t stand
gaping all day. I must introduce
Nancy to Tinker so he can tell
her what she is to do.”

Seated on a high stool at a big
desk littered with papers was
Tinker, Santa’s assistant. He
climbed down from the stool to
meet the children, and after be-
ing introduced, said “All you will
have to do, Nancy, is to answer
guestions and straighten out any
difficulty that may arise. Oh,
what a relief it will be to get
some rest before the last minute
rush!”

“Not quite so fast, there, Tink-
er.,”” Santa said. ‘Before Nancy
takes over her work here I want
hoth the children to seee the
workshops and find out how the
toys are made. Nancy will be
back in a little while.”

As they walked through the
next tunnel Steve and Nancy
wondered what the workshops
would look like, but the last
thing in the world they would
have expected to find there!
would have been a circus tent.
But, as they entered the work-
shop room, there it was, the big-
gegt, most beautiful circus tent |
that ever was,

“A circus,” yelled Nancy.

“But it's not like any circus |
seen,”’” added Steve.
‘Look at all the animals. They're

not performing—they're work-

ing. . _
Iiu Ho,” laughted San m}

Claua [ thought this would sur-

prise you. It's a circus, all right,
but it is the strangest circus you
ever saw.

Qultp some tmw agt:. thl% was |
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Rupert Shoreworkers Local

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 8 P.M.
Metropole Hall
ALL MEMBERS ARE URGED TO ATTEND

| 5%/9/99&5 This Christmas

LUCKY THE PERSON TO
FIND A PAIR UNDER THE TREE

(AEN’S—Operas, Romeos, Felts.
Fleece Lined

LADIES'—Moccasins, Wedgies, Mules,
Felts, SImgs—-—-—-Fleece Lined

CHILDREN'S—Adorable Animal Slippers.

; FASHION

3

w
Hy (g ¥
A

YOUR CHRISTMAS STORE

:nnnmaammmmnnnm»mnm:hnmnmn

Moccasins, Romeos, Felts,
Fleece Lined.
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a normal circus, just like the
ones that come to the Willamette
Valley. One fall, however, it was
playing up near the North Pole
and It got stuck in the heavy
snow. All the animals were ter-
ribly cold, except the polar bear.
S0 they sent the polar bear out
to look for help. Now the polar
bear was an old friend

an iceberg near here
for help to old Santa's house
With big sleds and all the rein-
deer We could find we managed
to move the circus here.

“When the animals found
where they were they asked to
help make toys instead of per-
forming before crowds. They felt
thev could make children happy
during the winter months that
way, and the other circuses could
Keep the children happy during
the summer months. So here they
are.’”

“How liard they're working.”
Steve sald. “Look at the ele-
ptmma pushing big h ads of toys
about.”

“Yes,” sald Nancy, “and the
giraffes aresbeing used just like
cranes, picking up toys in their
mouths and moving them to
where they are needed.”

Scores of monkeys were busily
sewing on eowboy outfits in an-
other group.

“Boy! That's what 1
Steve sa‘d, picking up a
and blue cowboy shirt.

“You can have it if vyou wish,
but the order is going to Cleve-
land,” Santa said, "and if you
take it, some little boy in Cleve-
land may have to go without.”

“Well.” said Steve, slowly put-
ting it down, "1 guess 1 can wait
my turn.”

As they neared the end of the
circus tent a worried-looking
dwarf came running up. “Oh,
Santa,” the dwarf said, “Come to
the doll nursery at once. The
dolls are all crying and 1 can't
make them stop.”

want.”
yellow

(Tomorrow: The selfish dolls.)
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OPTGMETRIST

New address: 303 3rd Ave. W
Phone Green 960

BEST OF FOOD
FINEST OF COOKING

FOR TAKE OUT ORDERS
Phone 200

Broadway Cafe
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OF CANADA

of mine,
having been born and raised on
So he came
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nristmas
used to
- drive me crazy!

| started a speecial Christmas account® at the
Royal Bank, adding something each pay day....
and leaving it there. This year I'm all ready

for Christmas, with cash to pay for all the things
that mean so much at this season of the year.”

% You can have cash next Christmae, too. Decide now.
to open a special Christmas account early in 1954,
It pays to do your Christmas saving early. 3

THE ROYAL BANK

Prince Rupert Branch ... .. J. E. Tayler, Manager

Branches also in Terrace and Smithers

indians To Free
War Prisoners

PANMUNJOM #—-Lt-General|
K. 8. Thimayya today said In-
dian troops will not retain cus-
tody of war prisoners who have
refused to go home alter Jan. | 4
29._clearing the way for their
release as civilians. :

The Korean armistice provides |
that unrepatriated prisoners are |
to be released 120 days after they |
were turned over to Indian|
custodyv—or Jan. 22. |
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'BLACK:WHITE

SCOTCH WHISKY

Thee Secret &8 in the Blend,

By Appo

to fhu late King George VI

Distilled, Blended and Bottled

‘This advertisement is not published or displaved by the Lig
Control Board or by the Government of Britlsh Colum
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What every woman

GE KETTLE

special 'thank you’

someone on your gift list
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