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Handle With Care

I’l‘ WAS just six months ago that a sumptuous civie
dinner was held at the Canadian Legion for the.

purpose of hasking in the wondera of the new auto-
matic telephone system to be switched on in a few
hours, No one could say enough that night about
the marvels of the installation, the savings that had
heen effected in getting the work done and the gri-
titude felt towards the staff that had toiled hravely
with the old system but would now have to he re-
duced. . C o |

~ Let there he no doubt about it, the tributes were
thoroughly deserved and the dial phones have amply
nroved their efficiency, But some of the enthusiasm
might have gone from the occasion if the guests had
heen given a glimpse into the near future and seen

the spectre of increased rates, Certainly there was

nothing about the dinner to suggest that soon the
city council would he asked to pass i by-law author-
izing higher telephone charges all along the line, Nor
Wwis there any intimation of this in the entire history
ofithe negotiations leading to the installation,
When the Lelephone by-law was put before the
public in 1952 ratepayers were warned that mainten-

ance costs of the old system were eating up practical- |

ly. all the revenue from one of the city’s hest assets.
I'here was no question about this being true but the
inference was that the new system would he a saving.
+ In addition the by-law itself made it quite clear that
5 the $675,000 debt to be incurred could he liquidated
% hy the revenue from telephone rates with room to
£ apare,  (Fstimated telephone revenue for 1952 was
v riven as not less than $127,000,and first payment on
5 une debt as $20,000 plus interest.) S
% 'So the mystery now is what has changed this
¥ afreeable picture, The amount of $22,000 to be
« raised hy increased rates is precisely as large as the
= payment due on the principal of the loan this year
. 1t would appear from this that the debt is getting out
« of hand already. '

'i With an improved telephone system that pre-
~sumably involves much less maintenance than hefore,
v it is difficult to see why this is so. Moreover if we
o have reached such a tight position so soon, the out-
» look for the futwre i not encouraging since pay-
» mentg on the loan increase annually-until the last is
» madre than double this year's,

 * There is no question hera of whether or not the
' city's telephone operations are efficiently handled.
" Prince Rupert's reputation in this respéct 1s ace high,

. and apparently it was an engineering miracle that

. thé old system was kept in service at all,

", But there is a ghiestion bf “})1iblic'~faith: inir()l*v‘edf
* The bhuild-up given the new.system left no room for

+ (loubt that telephone-users were in for a hetter deal,
© Mechanically that has proved quite true hut no oné
- was led to suppose that financially the picture would
- he very different,  Although the city council has
- changed in membership since plans to install the new
" system were made, its responsihility Lo keep faith
*with the public in this matter remains unaltered,

; I[ the electorate is ever to be called on again to
Capprove costly new projects, that proposed. hy-luw
. must he handled with care, -

PICKERSGILL HOPES INDIANS

WILL SOON LEAVE RESERVES

OTTAWA ¢ — Citlzenship Minlster Plekersghll sald Wod-
nesdny he hopes that Indlans some day will deckle they no
lunger want to remain on reserves as wards of the government,

© vYou ean't push it," he told uv: Commons estimales come
“mitlee, "You cuyonly act when' d ery,btJ(g, ik feady to act"

Mr, Plekersglll sald the goveriment’s hope for the future
% thal Indians will want to tnko thely place “as common, or-
dinary Canadian cltlzens.”

- Howover there woro trentes, speglal rights and trust funds
whith exweaded back two ccnturlbs and more, The present
gonl was Lo speed up the provess of making Indlany Into norntal

eitizens without Toterfering with thelr rights except by agrec-
ment, | N | .-
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The Drug Probe - Frobisher - Venbures - Northwest :and no play makes juck for the, | ik e
!'l‘HE Senate of Canada ig:power industrles group of com- perve speelallst,—Steatford Bea- Cran Canndlan Pacific Raliway he publle relations stalf of the.

(utlon "the government has ac<‘upe heing anctioned of Inctude mpmes-Journal | elaborate hooklet which the Ca-
‘knowledged that British Colum- 1 gur miles of show cases, 28 mites

'bia Is the most deeply concern-'of enrnels. 30 trueks. four restau - *~ LU
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ced part of Canada in this mat- Sionts, jee cream plant, a huge Sixty-elght years ugo o -"'0"')'1,-||,m,|m] by the lens of Lhmm-wml C ' i

part of the non-Aslan world has’ e | Teve ot Micoplonrdo goverminent publication, it nor- {four. years, 1551-65, to conqyer
PRIt O arst of all—t - vfan | the Sisters of Miserleorde, Nexy y vol-a%. 10 €9 fli!‘
cver hud; and worst o l'llll \l‘c'U ¢ To be perfectly honest about

Ahlrds of all those adcietls he- L, what we want most In a new . . R
) vo Wik - ' . 15 will conunence ris. s, |
come contaminated while they jear is us the {lve nuns % o transportation serviees, the CNR |
~are still in Lheir teens, e _
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; name is George Phat, reports he jappearance, was utterly harm--o 0o v throueh a snoetacular . ord R
grants, even before the tum of e 40 ral Lo get through his front less and of no small interest to i 1Ls WAV LATOUER A SDOci '-lNDUSTRlAL.WELNNG"‘[‘. voorn Syeoe 1930
the century, However, thal fact tgogr A Hible less phood an:frequenters of the park and PRI N O

jcan hardly be blamed on the !ihare won't be so much: phat. children and peaple generatiy.
‘Chinese, as a race, Just a little *

tover a4 eentury ugo : Britain |
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China, which had the effect of . _ it - ‘ .. R

then ruled by Britain. - VICTORIA — And now, with. But certalnly there was a lot!

oplum addictlon. ~ Will this provinee, politically there'd he days when everything
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the spending of $650,000 in Nor- whole armles of Cells marehed

- thern British Columbin. this year into battie entirely unelud, Later - 0wl rion-
/ Vm m’.‘, on surveys for thelr proposed cén, more battalions undertook to And whenever Lhat happens the

270,000,000 hydro-electrie and do the same, only they were call- [free enterprise company hny the
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such o publicity -spotlight.:  101g 4

“hetween the government and the [y modern parlance, all work fortnlght or so it has seemed o]
Pardumentarlans that the vet-

| | cpanles, The development whl he gon, | Company must have been pack-j° . — Y oot s 5 |
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. MNew York Was closed after 58 ... ' Lleannot huy,
' ' | | .- . erltielsing the New Cunadians .
as the chalrman of this investi- e glant establishment, which w.p rind --SL Thomas (Ont)! The latest develapment ls the

| Jean-Paul  Blackburn, won Lop
rvize in the annual flshing con<
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