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FREE LAND FOR
SETTLERS.

At length it would seem that |
the Vicloria

has been alarmed into

government al

l'tllll[lll-

ance with the popular demand
for at-

titude toward the settlement of
th llf fh!'

provinee. However reluctantly,
the ministry is preparing 1o
offer free holdings to settiers
instead of making the home.
steader pay for his land, as he
has done in the past. The bill,
which was brought in on Fri.
day, will probably not be found
to be generous: the gov.
ernment, it would seem from
the despatches, desirous of
retaining certain powers which
may or may not be used to the
disadvantage of the homstead-
Imperfect as the bill may
be, however, it will no doubt
ereate an improvement in the
conditions under which Itamall,I
is taken up for genuine ocen.
pation in this provinece. The
presence of sueh a measure on|
the statute book, too, will

some more reasonable

unoccapied areas

O

| =

ers,

probably enable those who
have been pressing for a wise
land poliey by the government,
as the Board of Trade of Van.
couver has, urge for still
further reforms,

It has taken the MceBride
government almost ten yvears
to realize that the welfare of
the provinee lies in the setlle.
ment of the agricultural areas,

toy

. —

good conditions., by
and
|

learned

under
thrifiy ndustrious farm.-
][1[' lu

vers

lllu‘_ﬂ

that
fu”} vel: butl any improvement
on laws which have prevailed
in the past will be welcomed by
the public. The trouble is that
the new legislation comes
late to be of great immediate
Servieoe, Little governmenti
land of real. fertility within
reasonable distance of lrans.
portation facilities remains,
As a result of the past seven
vears of alenation to spedu.
lators, the greal areas in the
hands of private corporations
include all that can tempt any
homesteaders except those whe
prepared to go far from
market and wait for the
advent of raillways and the
opening up of the districls
The legisiation now before the
House 18 therefore
merely from the standpoint of
the future: of four or five
vears from this time.

I a hopeful sign, how.
ever, that publie opinion should
exercise the influence it
to have in this mstance
the MeBride govermment. It
s a sign, perhaps, that the
gorernment and its friends
have salisfied themselves with
the spoils of the province ‘and
can now aflord to be reason-
ably honest. Thal, of course,
is something, and if it is really
80 Lthere may be some hope for
the future.—Nancouver Sun.
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I'his 1s the problem that
les Lthe scienlists and scems al
most as far from solution now as
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thur Keith in a
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sociation at Dundee, Scotland,
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Rutot of the Roval Natural
tory Museum of Brussels. The
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“conservative element” amongt
the scientists has as 1ts stalwart
defender Prof. Boyd Dawkins, of

Manchester, England.

is Man 1,500,000 Years Old

in the latters opinion-—and
the orthodox opinion of today
we may accept the view that the
dawn of the earhiest form of hu-
manity 100,000 vears before
us; in that space of Lime man, as
we know him now. was evolved
from a crude almost prehuman
form related to the an-
thropoiwd apes.
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Closely

In the opinions of the conser.
vatives, the history of man does
not extend bevond the Pleistoce-
ene period—the phase of the
carth's history immediately pre-
ceding the one in which we live,
‘hey accept the famous
man of Java-—a being with
brain hittle more than half
size of a modern man 's
presentative of mankind
the end of the Pleistocene,
fore the end of the period men of
the modern type appeared,
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S0 you see from Lhe geologists
point of view—he measures time
by periods and not by years
man i1s a recent addition the
carth,

From this conservalive
mate we turn to the radical and
there it is found that the time of
man's origin dates back at least
a million and a half years ago,
'hat is s age—1.500,000 yvears
——and the scientists who uphold
|this theory give as proofs the
| records of bones and stone im-
“llulm!nts dug up from the earth
Of course new discoveries al any
time may add a hundred thou-
sand or so vears “our’”
but this man's age
upon present discoveries, accord.
ing to the radicals’ theory,

But whatever the period
lwhit'll man made his appearance
on earth— the Pleistocene. the
Pliocene, the Miocene, or the
Oligoeene-—~the time must be long
enough to allow mankind to be
distributed and differentiated as
We HOW it in the world of
today.

“Lel us laok at the problem in
a concrele form,” Prof.
Wieth, I will take opposite and
contrasted tyvpes of humanily,
the fair haired, white skinned.
round headed European and the
wolly haired, black skinned ne-
gro of Central Africa, and sel
them side by side and study them
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Lower Jaw Find Near Meidelberg.| hat fact doesn't cure him.

Going back to near Pleistocene
all know of man In
Lurope 1s famous lower jaw
found near Heiwdelberg in 1907
{his jJaw w th a full compliement
of teeth old a fairly complete
story of the man to whom it be.
longed-—tha' . Lhe story was
"”Hlll‘ll‘ll' lo the scienlists,
“There 15 not the shadow of a
doubt,” one scientist, “that
Hewdelberg man belonged 10
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the Neanderthal type; perhaps Iu-|

may best be deseribed as pre-Neo
anderthal, for in strength and
massiveness of jaw he foreshad-
the Neanderthal men whose
remains are found in Europe to.
ward the end of the Pleistocene,
Although 1In many features this
man show: resemblances the
antrophoids, in others 18
highly specialized. The
an Austraban native
nearer approach Lo
condition than those of a
derthal manp
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