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VICTORIA, Jan. 31 (CP)—British Columbians to- |

m”an from Hon. R. L. Maitland. attorney |

ral, that they are 1n “the danger zone.” u.upled with |
syrance that the civilian ]nr:te(tmn -1tudt1un 1S now
mucl w}ﬂ”\i“l and equipment is coming through as
<t as possible.” \l] Maitland told the legislature Ves-

— . lerday that there had been de-

| lays misunderstandings and mis- |
USS | lakes In civilian protection and |

referred to “remote control” ef-

lorts from Ottawa. Mr. Maitland
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larmly Clad Soviet Forces Hurl
Nazis Back Further

VORE TOWNS TAKEN Mgy aual® iy

vOSCOW, Jan. 31: @ — Red not leel sale with the Japanese
rmyv  troops, striking against
ewlv-captured German winter
nes in the Donets Basin after
eep Soviet penetrations through
he north and centre today,‘re-
ptured forty-six more villages

nave done. It is what they might
do. Whatever the eastern Cana-
dian viewpoint may be, we know
We have every reason to fear at-
tack and fifth column activities.”
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MOSCOW, Jan., 31:—With re-|Federation for not taking part in
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IRES ARE LTrrmnrs Also Felt Last Night In
Victoria and New Wesl-

VANCOUVER, Jan. 31. — Two
slight earth tremors were felt in
vVancouver., Victoria and New
'Westminster last night, the first
at 10:47 p.m. being miid bul tie
second soon after being sharp en- |
cugh to shake bulldings, rattlt-:pmm(m
\dishes and swing chandeliers, |
lights and mirrors. There was no

Around
Same
Troops

Today — Indian

Vancouver newspaper officnos
were }}{':‘tlf'ﬂt‘[: “'1{!’1 [_'H::}.. T}“’.:*p

CAIRO
there had been an earthquake Or | Middle E

an explosion. One woman thought

tremor as of slightly greater In-|geventietl

VEStlgatlon ls ;f‘IISIT}‘ than most local ‘quakes,

gave many British Cniumo.dm:;_“.m

Hepburn Demand an uneasy moment but was un- |

rejoined
Smno Iumhr:'
against
south of Bengasi
away.

— . The shock was fell In varying
ows Up Howard (;rnn‘s‘idpm“-_\ from -Vancouver to the
Charges Regarding Arms of | Okanagan Valley and as far Iinto
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“TAVERN OF THE SEAS”

B.C. Troops. 'the northern interior as Smithers
~ ‘rattling crockery and shaking fur-
'NTO, Jan. 31: Premier | niture but, apparently, doing no
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Howard Green, Cons2r- | No earthquake shock was re-

AnA ) ¥ . 3 ' : . . r 3 ‘ 2 f ’ ; N - i L 4 y =

1P, for Vancouver South, corded officially here and, as Iar |gince the war bezan. recently wel-

troops in British Co- |as could be learned, none had somed

gentine pampas.

was cabled from London,
raids are becoming more frequent.

Singapore,

their bombing

Party Is Issued croneves e
" Bralorne 6.90
—_ Cariboo Quartz 1.45
vides Among Other Things for Hedley Mascot e
Biz Increase in Soldiers’ ' Pend Oreille 1.50
Pay. Pioneer 1.50
o, | Premier T
CITAWA, Jan. 31: — Over the Privateer 35
¢ of Liguori Lacom®e., Reno 16
lor Laval-Two Mountains Sheep Creek b
tne new Canadian party Oils
6d a twenty-peint mani- | caimont 10
provides among other |~ & g 1.10
a $4 per day increase pmome 2.97
| Oor service men. !Rn}.'al Canadian - 09
T Toronto
Beattie -9
MER]CAN Central Patricla 1.10
Consolidated Smelters 33-'-3-2
Hardrock A1
SHlP SUNK Kerr Addison 3.89
Little Long Lac 1.30
i A | McLeod Cockshutt 1.5
i'leenth  Vessel Is Vietim Of |[Madsen Red Lake csnsesee O
Enemy Action off Atlantic McKenzie Red Lake WL
Coast Moneta . 297
: Pickle Crow 2.20
'ASHINGTON, D.C. Jan 31:. (Preston East Dome ?Ei
{ ‘ourteenth United States ship gin iAntonloi - 0)
' tanker Rochester—has been ernitt  Gordon ..
.M'Hr{ and sunk off the At-
© Coast. Five minutes after TODAY'S TEMPERATURE
X 8¢l was struck it became
Hary to abandon ship. Maximum ... 48
!.1;;4:111 ship sinkings have so SDMERERR oot ctsosssssosess: Po——
“5L 390 dead and missing.
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Battle Of Malaya Over

'MANY JAPY’
SHIPS SUNK

'Heavy Toll Taken b
And Dutch Vessels

S iege Of Singapore Begins;
W ithdrawal From Mainland

Effected During Last Night

Indications Are That Defending Forces Were All Re-

moved Safely—Assault Is Now Centred Upon
(itadel—Burma Stronghold Falls.

BATTLE TILL HELP COMES
Britain’s weary Malay defenders withdrew on

to Singapore Island todax

destroved the half-mile

causeway to the mainland and swore to battle Ja-
pan’s armies “until help can come.” Thrown back
50l miles in almost two months of bloody jungle
fighting, the outnumbered Imperial troops retired to
the island fortress under cover of darkness. The
question of reinforcements is obscure but a London
dispatch today said that a large Allied convoy en-
route to Singapore escaped Japanese air attack when
It was suddenly obscured by a rainstorm. Qimultan-
eous with the opening of the battle for S Singapore,
Japanese troops landed on Amboina lsland site of a
big Indies naval base, and a furious battle is in pro-

gress there.

T TN T

SINGAPCRE, Jan. 31:—The Battle of Malaya is
over and the siege of Singapore has begun. Under cover
of darkness, British forces withdrew from Malay Pen-
insula last night to take up the final stand in defence of
the citadel. The causeway carrying the highway across
Johore Strait from mdlnldn(l to island was blown up.

Lieut. Gr*m* al A. E. Percival |
commander-in-chief at Singapore,
has called upon every man 'md

‘woman in the city to aid I the !
defence. A military spokesman in |
London sald that indications were |
that all the British forces had |

BREAK OFF

WITH AXIS

ben withdrawn safely from Malay | Ecuador Severs Diplomatic And

Peninsula.

Led by heavy tanks and under
swarms of bombing planes, the
Japanese advance upon Singapore
continued. One hundred thousand
enemy troops are now hammering
at the gates of the fortress. It was
suggested last night that there
might be early withdrawal of Bri-
tish forces from the mainland in
order to concentrate on defence
of the island in impending siege.

Violent and numerous bombing
attacks on Singapore continue and
the airport 1s reported to have
been damaged.

LLast reserves have been called
out by General A, E. Percival. Big
guns of either side may well settle
the issue finally as far as Singa-
pore is concerned. The British will
rely on their giant coastal guns
which, however, will be_outflanked
from three sides on thet mainland
from where heavy shelling may be
instituted. There is no panic 1in
Singapore but amazing calm In
spite of bombing, the noise 0l
battle from across Johore Straits,

| strict curfew and blackout.
Japanese dispatches claimed )

hat the invaders had seized con-
rol of the mainland water reser-
oir servineg the island but Singa-

pore has two big impounding res- |

rVOoIrs as 1l as hidden under-
ground suppiies

While British. Australian and|

Indian defenders of Malay Penin-
sula have been finally pushed up- |
m Singapore for the climacti
test of strength, the progress ol

which transcends all else, news
from the southwest Pacific war
| arena was not much more cheer-

naval base of
The Japanese are now at |

. il'Jhki

ful in other respects.

While the Royal Air Force has
switched from the defensive to the

offensive over Burma, Japanese-

' held bases now being under at-

| tack, land forces of the united
nations have evacuated Moulmien.

|
1
{ REVERSE IN BURMA
|
|

‘tack until dawn today.

Economic Relations With Ger-
many, Italy and Japan

QUITO, Ecuador, Jan. 31:—The

government of Ecuador broke off
diplomatic and economic relations
with Germany, Italy and Japan.
last night.

JAPS PLAY:

AR.P. OFF

Ironie  Incident In Vancouver—

Press Banned—Civil Ineptitude
Charged

VANCOUVER. Jan. 31'—An A. R.

P, organization meeting was post-

poned when it was found that

Strathcona School Hall was being

used by young Japanese to play

badminton. Several hundred A. R.

P. volunteers went home in dis-
gust.

The Junior Chamber of Com-
merce has protested at ineptitude

and lack of co-operation by <=tivic
' authorities in regard to A. R. P.
| WOrk.

The press, which has been say-
Ing unpleasant things about the
A. R. P, has been excluded from

|its meetines.

Evacuation of Moulmein was
announced today by British head-
quarters who said: "Our roops
'have withdrawn over the Salween
River after removing all stores
' and equipment.” The announce-
ment said that heavy casualties
\were inflicted by, defence forces
which beat off attack after at-

The intrepid Dutch are resisting

e — = e —

effeclively widespread invasion at-
| tacks in various parts of the East
Indies. The enemy made a long-
expected smash at Amboina Island
today. A Netherlands East Indies

' warship has sunk a Japanese sub-

marine.
McArthur Holds On

In the Philippines General
Douglas McArthur's American and
Filipino forces hurl back contin-
ued Japanese assaults on Batan
Peninsula with heavy losses to the
enemy, another attack being re-

' pulsed today. Since January 10
' the Japanese have been constantly

demanding McArthur's surrender
and the demands have been as
steadily lgnored. Japanese planes
have dropped leaflets on the Am-
erican and Filipino defenders urg-
Ing them to surrender to “avoid
further annihilation of your dear
lives.” They are reminded that
the issue is already settled and
“you are well aware that you are
doomed.”

b
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. President Arnold Flaten has an-

i .

$ | ponted standing committees of |

H tt Sh f M : the Prince Rupert Chamber of!
ar Oes Or en I Commerce for the vear as follows

: Civiec—W. M. Watts, G. R. S.|

: | Blackaby, C. A. Brind, Frank Dibb

: LH‘.LE (reOree .]Llﬂ'll'.“\- |

. Entertainment—G. R. S. Black-

i laby, Allen Landels. D. G. Borland

{land C. C. Mills

. Finance—R. G. Hopkins, Arnold

L]

¢ | Flaten, J. W. Nicholls and R. E

: Moore
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